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Scoreboard MLB Spring Training
L.A.A. 3, Milwaukee 2
CHI. Cubs,  4, Cleveland 3

Washington 3, N.Y. Mets 1
L.A. Dodgers 7, Arizona 7

SPORTS

By STEVE MEGARGEE

Associated Press
Brandon Woodruff is stopping the Mil-

waukee Brewers’ revolving door of open-

ing-day starting pitchers.

Milwaukee manager Craig Counsell said 

Thursday that Woodruff will start the Brew-

ers’ season opener for a second straight 

year. He will be facing Kenta Maeda when 

the Brewers host the Minnesota Twins on 

April 1.

“Any time you can go out, get the ball 

for the first game and try and set the tone 

for the year, it’s a huge honor and some-

thing I don’t take lightly,” Woodruff said 

Woodruff toes the rubber 
for second consecutive 

opening day

The Associated Press
In this Oct. 1, 2020 file photo, Milwaukee Brewers starting pitcher Brandon Woodruff 
winds up during the second inning in Game 2 of the team’s National League wild-card 
series against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Los Angeles. Woodruff is providing stability 
and stopping the Brewers’ revolving door of opening-day starting pitchers.

By STEVE MEGARGEE

Associated Press
MILWAUKEE —The 

Milwaukee Brewers under-

stand a repeat of last year’s 

performance won’t earn 

them a fourth straight play-

off berth.

Milwaukee went 29-31 

last year and never was 

above .500 throughout the 

pandemic-shortened sea-

son but reached the post-

season thanks to Major 

League Baseball’s expanded 

16-team playoff format. 

MLB since has returned to 

its typical 10-team playoff 

system.

The Brewers aren’t mak-

ing any apologies for last 

year but know they can’t 

afford to finish below .500 

again.

“Yeah, we didn’t come 

steamrolling in the playoffs 

by any means but we got 

there, and a lot of teams 

didn’t get there,” outfielder 

Christian Yelich said from 

the Brewers’ spring train-

ing site in Phoenix. “I think 

that’s something that you 

should be proud of, and 

especially in a year like that.

“I definitely think there’s 

room for improvement. I 

think everybody who was 

here last year acknowl-

edges that we didn’t play 

our best as a team and that 

wasn’t the best showing all-

around. I think we’re going 

to be better this year.”

The Brewers will need 

bounce-back seasons from 

Yelich and all the other 
hitters up and down their 
lineup who slumped last 
year.

Yelich, the 2018 NL MVP, 
batted just .205 after win-
ning batting titles in 2018 
and 2019. Keston Hiura hit 
.212 and had an NL-high 
85 strikeouts last year after 

Brewers need hitting 
resurgence to return 

to playoffs
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Milwaukee Brewers’ Avisail Garcia leads off from first base 
during the fourth inning of a spring training game against 
the Chicago Cubs March 6 in Phoenix.

By JAY COHEN

AP Baseball Writer
CHICAGO —When it comes to all the questions sur-

rounding the Chicago Cubs these days, there is at least one 
that doesn’t seem to be bothering David Ross very much.

The second-year manager thinks his team’s biggest 
offensive stars will rebound over the course of a more 
conventional season.

“I think when this team’s rolling, it’s as good as anybody 
in the league, especially offensively,” Ross said. “The back 
of the baseball cards, if you lined them up, that’s a pretty 
nice, deep lineup that we have. So I’m extremely confident 
in that, and I think that it’ll show in their production how 
good that we can be when they’re all rolling.”

That rarely happened last year, when Chicago won the 
NL Central despite a .220 team batting average during the 
pandemic-shortened season. The offensive woes contin-
ued in the playoffs, with the Cubs managing just one run 
during an opening-round sweep by the Marlins.

Javier Báez hit just .203 and struck out 75 times in 59 
games. Bothered by injuries for much of the year, Kris Bry-
ant finished with career lows in batting average (.206), 
on-base percentage (.293) and slugging percentage (.351). 
Anthony Rizzo batted .222 for his lowest average since his 
rookie year in 2011.

“I don’t want to even talk about last year. It was frus-
trating to me, to a lot of players,” Báez said. “It was two 
months of baseball that I felt in a rush. I felt like I didn’t 
have time to make adjustments.”

As Báez, Bryant and Rizzo look to regain their form, 
their contract situations add another variable to the land-
scape. Each of the three sluggers is eligible for free agency 

Ross believes full 
season will help 
Cubs rebound
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Chicago Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo, right, high-fives Miguel 
Amaya (75) after they both score on a home run by Riz-
zon in the third inning of a spring training game against 
the Arizona Diamondbacks March 7 in Scottsdale, Ariz.

By NOAH TRISTER

AP Baseball Writer
DETROIT —It’s easy to 

look a few years ahead and 

imagine Casey Mize, Tarik 

Skubal and Matt Man-

ning on the mound for the 

Detroit Tigers, with Spen-

cer Torkelson at one of the 

corner infield spots and 

Riley Greene in the outfield.

That’s the blueprint for 

this franchise’s return to 

prominence. Getting from 

here to there is the chal-

lenge.

The Tigers have been one 

of baseball’s worst teams for 

the past four seasons, but 

now they’ve finally reached 

the point where they can 

boast a few highly ranked 

prospects. Not all of them 

have reached the major 

leagues yet, but this 2021 

campaign could be signifi-

cant in their development.

Detroit has been cau-

tious over the past few off-

seasons, avoiding major 

long-term deals. The Tigers 

did bring in some veter-

ans for this year like Rob-

bie Grossman and Wilson 

Ramos, and general man-

ager Al Avila said he wants 

his young players to have to 

earn their opportunities in 

the big leagues.

“Our goal is to get more 

young players established 

at the major league level 

and surround them with 

guys that we feel will take 

us over the top and help us 

win more games,” Avila said. 

“Next year, you’re talking 

about the offseason, the 

winter of ’21, going into ’22, 

yeah, I think at that point, 

we can add more to the orga-

nization.”

By the end of this sea-

son, the Tigers could have a 

much better sense of their 

timeline for returning to 

contention. Detroit has five 

of the game’s top 25 pros-

pects, according to MLB 

Pipeline. That includes 

Mize and Skubal, who both 

pitched in the majors last 

year with mixed results.

Torkelson was the No. 1 

pick in the 2020 draft, and 

Greene and Manning were 

first-round selections in 

2016 and 2019.

This next stage of 

Detroit’s rebuild begins with 

AJ Hinch managing after 

Ron Gardenhire retired late 

last season. Hinch took over 

after losing his job as Hous-

ton’s manager and being 

suspended last season in 

the aftermath of the Astros’ 

sign-stealing scandal.

NEW LOOK

The Tigers added Ramos 

to help shore up their 

catching situation, and the 

switch-hitting Grossman 

could help the outfield. 

Detroit also acquired out-

fielder Nomar Mazara and 

infielder Renato Nunez. 

plus pitchers Jose Urena, 

Julio Teheran, Derek Hol-

land and Wily Peralta.

ROOKIES TO 

WATCH

Aside from those five top-

25 prospects, Detroit has 

some other young players 

with a lot to prove this year. 

Outfielder Daz Cameron is 

someone to keep an eye on. 

The Tigers acquired him in 

the 2017 trade that sent Jus-

tin Verlander to Houston. 

Detroit hasn’t gotten much 

return on that deal so far, 

but Cameron made his big 

league debut last year and 

played in 17 games.

MILESTONES

Miguel Cabrera turns 38 

in April, and his production 

has fallen off in recent years, 

but he does have a chance to 

reach a couple major mile-

stones this season. Cabrera 

needs 13 home runs to reach 

500 and 134 hits to reach 

3,000.

Cabrera’s accomplish-

ments can certainly pro-

vide some valuable lessons 

to Detroit’s younger players.

“It takes a long time to get 

to those numbers,” Hinch 
said. “As far as how consis-
tent Miguel has had to be ... 
the routines that he’s devel-
oped, the posting and put-
ting up monster numbers. 
To do that for close to two 
decades is probably motiva-
tion enough, and more than 
anything that I can say or 
illustrate to a young team.”

ROTATION QUES-
TIONS

The Tigers may use a six-
man rotation this year, and 
Hinch has plenty of poten-
tial starters to choose from. 
While the progress of Mize, 
Skubal and Manning will 
be a big story this season, 
2021 is also important for 
left-hander Matthew Boyd. 
He was Detroit’s opening 
day starter last season, but 
he did not pitch like an ace, 
going 3-7 with a 6.71 ERA.

“You go forward, and 
every single minute, every 
single opportunity that you 
have to pick up a baseball, 

Tigers have chance to provide a 
glimpse of a not-too-distant future
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Detroit Tigers’ Miguel Cabrera singles to right field off New York Yankees starting pitcher 
Deivi Garcia during the second inning of a spring training game at Joker Marchant Sta-
dium March 9 in Lakeland, Fla.

See TIGERS, B3

See WOODY, B3 See BREWERS, B3

See CUBS, B3


