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TODAY: rain/snow mix early, 
turning to all rain

HIGH: 45     LOW: 41
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World: More than 80 people have died in a hospital for coronavirus 
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Kira Brown puts the finishing touches on a window display promoting a “Six Buck 
Cluck” chicken special Thursday at Jack’s Fresh Foods on Roosevelt Road in Mari-
nette.

Cluck, cluck EagleHerald/Dan Kitkowski

CLEAR Act returns 
in refurbished form

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—As the 

state gradually lifts its fin-

ger off the pandemic pause 

button, the 105th cadre of 

the Wisconsin State Legis-

lature begins rolling out its 

compendium of proposed 

bills, aiming to flourish the 

wellbeing of everyone in 

the dairyland and taking 

the state—as its motto pro-

claims —“forward.”

That relaxing of the 

pause button also means 

digging back into some dif-

ficult issues that, to some 

extent, straggled legis-

latively underfoot when 

COVID-19 stepped onto the 

stage in the middle of the 

2019-21 biennium session. 

Locally, Per- and poly-

fluoroalkyl substances, aka 

PFAS, contamination rep-

resents one of those issues 

that received a temporary 

reprieve from legislative 

action over the last year. 

But with Gov. Tony Evers’ 

announcement at a press 

conference in La Crosse 

Wednesday, the fate of PFAS 

regulation once again falls 

to Wisconsin legislators.

Along with State Sen. 

Melissa Agard (D-Madi-

son) and State Rep. Samba 

Baldeh (D-Madison), Evers 

reintroduced Wisconsin’s 

Chemical Level Enforce-

ment and Remediation 

(CLEAR) Act for the 2021-

23 legislative session. The 

Act represents a refur-

bished bill introduced in 

the 2019-21 session, ded-

icated to addressing the 

PFAS statewide.

“Every Wisconsinite, 

no matter where they live, 

should be able to trust 

the water from their tap. 

Period,” Evers said.

T h e  r e v i t a l i z e d 

CLEAR Act—like its 

Local PFAS History
PFAS contamination has become ubiq-

uitous throughout the world, including at 

detectable blood levels inside 98% of the 

U.S. population according to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

In the Marinette and TOP area, a PFAS 

hot-spot in Wisconsin, the issue began 

after decades of historical testing of aque-

ous film-forming foam, a fire suppression 

method used on high-hazard, extreme 

temperature flammable liquid fires, on 

which water is not effective. That testing 

occurred on an outdoor testing facility at 

the Fire Technology Center owned by Tyco 

Fire Products LP (Tyco), a subsidiary of 

Johnson Controls Inc. (JCI) in Marinette.

It resulted in a seeping plume of con-

taminated groundwater with a focal point 

around the FTC but which diffused outward 

over a large area incorporating many res-

idents in the Town of Peshtigo. It resulted 

in PFAS contamination of private drinking 

water wells, the environment and the waste-

water system for the City of Marinette.

TOP and surrounding communities 

continue to deal with the impacts and the 

struggle to implement a clean water solu-

tion.

“
“Every Wisconsinite, no matter where they 

live, should be able to trust the water from 

their tap. Period.”

Gov. Tony Evers
Wisconsin

Michigan became hotspot as 
variants rose and vigilance fell

By COREY WILLIAMS, 

DAVID EGGERT 

AND LINDSEY TANNER

Associated Press

ROYAL OAK, Mich. —

Eric Gala passed up an 

opportunity to get a coro-

navirus vaccine when shots 

became available in Mich-

igan, and he admits not 

taking the virus seriously 

enough.

Then he got sick with 

what he thought was the 

flu. He thought he would 

sweat it out and then feel 

back to normal.

Before long, the 63-year-

old Detroit-area retiree was 

in a hospital hooked up to 

a machine to help him 

breathe. He had COVID-19.

“I was having more 

trouble breathing and 

they turned the oxygen up 

higher—that’s when I got 

scared and thought I wasn’t 

going to make it,” a visibly 

weary Gala told The Asso-

ciated Press on Wednes-

day from his hospital bed 

at Beaumont Hospital in 

Royal Oak, north of Detroit. 

“I had so many people tell 

me this was a fake disease.”

Gala’s situation illus-

trates how Michigan has 

become the current national 

hotspot for COVID-19 infec-

tions and hospitalizations 

at a time when more than 

half the U.S. adult popula-

tion has been vaccinated 

and other states have seen 

the virus diminish substan-

tially.

Doctors, medical profes-

sionals and public health 

officials point to a number 

of factors that explain how 

the situation has gotten so 

bad in Michigan. More con-

tagious variants, especially 

the mutation first discov-

ered in Britain, have taken 

See CLEAR ACT, A2
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Peshtigo Schools install new interactive display technology
Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—Peshtigo School 

District leaders are trying to do 

everything they can to improve 

teaching and learning. Recently, 

BenQ interactive display pan-

els have been installed in 16 class-

rooms.

These new interactive display 

panels are much brighter than the 

old units, have a germ resistive sur-

face, and offer built-in software, 

according to school officials. Fed-

eral money called Title IV money is 

earmarked for technology support 

and that’s where some of the fund-

ing came from. Priority was given 

to install them for the benefit of the 

youngest children first.

BenQ display panels look like 

a television or computer screen in 

the front of the classroom with all 

the features of a touchscreen com-
puter display, yet large enough for a 
whole classroom of students to see. 
Students and teachers can inter-
act together on screen, replacing 
the old fashioned chalkboard or 
dry erase boards in the front of the 
classroom.

“I like that they can be used 
alone without the use of a laptop,” 
teacher Jenny Smith said.

Special education teacher Feli-
sha Maurer added, “I love that I can 
access any of my Google Drive files. 
Everything I need is all in one spot.”

Teacher Becky Cording agrees 
that, “The biggest plus of these is 
the visibility.”

BenQ panels have touch screen 
technology and all of the features 
of a computer that students and 
teachers can use simultaneously 
on a 75-inch screen big enough for 

Special to the EagleHerald 
Peshtigo 4K student Lilly Dzurick completes a calendar activity on the 
BenQ Board.

Marinette students return to school in person
Special to the EagleHerald

MARINETTE—Students in the 

Marinette School District in grades 

6-12 have returned to in-person 

learning five days per week.

Since the beginning of the 2020-

21 school year, the district has been 

planning to return all students to 

a full-time, in-person learning 

model, when deemed safe to do 

so. Grades 4K-5 have been attend-

ing in-person, five days per week 

since the beginning of the school 

year, and grades 6-12 returned to 

an in-person learning model, four 

days per week from a hybrid learn-

ing model March 1.

“With the transition of grades 

6-12 to an in-person learning 

model, we have seen success with 

limiting the transmission of the 

COVID-19 virus within our school 

setting through the use of our mit-

igating practices,” said Superinten-

dent Corry Lambie.

Based upon the district’s con-

tinued review of internal and local 

COVID-19 data, Lambie said the 

district made the determination 

Special to the EagleHerald/Hanna Kuehnl
Allyson Jones, a dementia care specialist with the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC) of Marinette County, gives a presentation to 
students at Marinette High School recently in Marinette.
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