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TODAY: Mostly sunny, 
less humid.

HIGH: 79     LOW: 56

DEATHS
Carlson, Barbara J.
Roberts, Kimberly M.
Shevy, Janet L.
Thoune, Keith M.
Tuma, Tammy
Wolfe, Barbara L.

INSIDE
State: Evers bans gas price goug-

ing. A5

Sports: Red Wave square off with 

Coleman in Legion action. B1

By ANN MEYER 

EagleHerald Staff Writer 
ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—In line with City of 
Menominee Mayor Jean Stegeman’s state-
ment earlier this year that the council 
runs the city like a business, the council 
approved a 21% hike in water rates and 
agreed to fill the open police chief position 
without advertising it to the public.

New water and wastewater utility rates, 
which take effect July 1, will boost the meter 
charge for water delivered with a 5/8-inch 
line to $119 per quarter from $98 for resi-
dents outside the city, while the rate for res-
idents within the city limits is scheduled 
to rise to $59.39 per quarter from $49.08. 
The commodity charge per 100 cubic feet 
is scheduled to increase 7% to $5.03 from 
$4.70 outside the city and to $2.51 from 
$2.35 within city limits.

Meter charges for wastewater are set 
to rise 14.5% to $107.17 per quarter from 
$93.60 outside the city and to $53.59 per 
quarter from $46.80 within city limits. The 
commodity charge per 100 cubic feet will 
increase to $6.40 from $5.98 outside the 
city and to $3.20 from $2.99 within city 
limits.

By ANN MEYER 

EagleHerald Staff Writer 

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—With Menominee City 

Council members being asked to provide 

information to attorneys for marijuana 

companies suing the city over what they 

call a flawed retail licensing process, the 

Menominee City Council went into a closed 

session during its regular meeting Monday 

to discuss the litigation.

The session was held about two-and-a-

half weeks after the last court hearing on 

June 2, where marijuana companies alleg-

ing the city violated Michigan’s Open Meet-

ings Act requested “relief,” or monetary 

compensation for the costs involved with 

the lawsuits.

41st Circuit Court Judge Mary Barglind 

declined to provide an order at the end of 

the hearing but said she would file one with 

the court subsequently.

Barglind apparently is still reviewing 

the hundreds of pages of court filings in the 

case. As of Tuesday morning, the Menom-

inee County Courthouse hadn’t received 

an order. The EagleHerald reported on the 

hearing June 2.

Meanwhile, attorneys for the five mari-

juana companies suing the city continue to 

Middle Inlet property owners still assessing storm damage

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Eric Kreckler of Milwaukee said he drove to his mother-in-law’s home in Middle Inlet Friday to assess the damage from last 
Wednesday’s storm and clear fallen trees. Tens of thousands of pine trees on the property were downed. “This is crazy,” he said.

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Rows of pine trees toppled on private property on Quarry Road in Middle Inlet when a storm hit June 15.
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long long 

cleanupcleanup

By ANN MEYER 

EagleHerald Staff Writer 
ameyer@eagleherald.com

TOWN OF MIDDLE 
INLET—Eric Kreckler drove 
up from Milwaukee Friday 
to help clear fallen trees and 
assess the damage to his 
mother-in-law’s property on 
Quarry Road in the Town 
of Middle Inlet from last 
Wednesday’s severe storms.

He estimated about 8,000 
to 10,000 trees on 300 acres 
his mother-in-law owns 
were downed in the storm, 
but he hadn’t been able to 
get to another portion of the 
land, where 40,000 to 50,000 
trees have been growing.

“It definitely did some 
damage,” he said. “It just lev-
eled it. Everything is laying 

down.” While the National 
Weather Service said a 

category 2 tornado blew 
through Silver Cliff, it hadn’t 

confirmed the storm was a 
tornado in Middle Inlet as 
of Tuesday.

To survey part of the 
property on Quarry Road, 
Kreckler, who owns a con-
struction company in Mil-
waukee, had to clear a path 
to the forest. “We took a dirt 
bike and put a chain saw in a 
backpack,” he said. The pine 
forest area isn’t insured, he 
said. “Some of it was going to 
be harvested this fall.”

The home on the prop-
erty was spared the worst 
of the storm, but a deck was 
damaged, he said.

Determining the extent 
of the damage won’t be easy 
in Marinette County because 
dense forests often block the 
view of property from the 

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Mike Hauch, safety rep at Meade Electric Co., said crews 
traveled from the Chicago area to build new utility poles in 
Marinette County after high winds knocked them down last 
Wednesday.

Menominee 
council addresses 
personnel matters

Marijuana talks 
take place behind 

closed doors
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