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TODAY: Partly cloudy 
and dry with light wind
HIGH: 49     LOW: 30

DEATHS
Everson, Kelly A.

Gollakner, Mary J.

Linsmeier, Elizabeth J.

Pickl, Ken L. Sr.

INSIDE
Local: Menominee County dis-

cussed its security X-ray machine. 

A3

Sports: Marinette’s Matt Wagner 

excels at Bay College. B1

Green Bay-NERR, a trove of possibility

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: The follow-
ing article represents the second 
story in a two-part series concern-
ing the endeavor to establish the 
Bay of Green Bay as a National 
Estuarine Research Reserve. Part 
one can be found in Friday’s (April 
14) print edition or by following this 
link: NERR

MARINETTE—Where the riv-

ers meet the deep blue waters 

exists a fruitful and diverse world 

upon which countless lifeforms 

rely—including human (see 

“Estuary inventory”).

As such, a regional push is 

underway, spearheaded by the 

University of Wisconsin-Green 

Bay through a partnership with 

the National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administrations (NOAA) 

and many coastal community 

members, leaders and busi-

nesses—including several in the 

Marinette/Peshtigo areas—to 

establish the bay the Green Bay 

National Estuarine Research 

Reserve (GB-NERR). It would 

place the region into a nation-

wide network of NERRS and 

open up many benefits.

According to NOAA, estuar-

ies are critical, funneling billions 

of dollars annually into the eco-

nomic centers for coastal U.S. 

populations. They provide habi-

tat for over 75 percent of the U.S. 

commercial fish catch, “and an 

even greater percentage of the 

recreational fish catch.”

“It will bring in resources, 

make grant money available and 

I think it will be a real boon for 

the are,” said Keith West, Asso-

ciate Professor of Geo-science at 

UWGB-Marinette Campus. “This 

is going to be a big thing for this 

community and it is going to 

greatly increase our understand-

ing of the remarkable resource 

that we are right next door.”

NERR ECONOMY OF 

SCALING, LOCALLY

Establishing the bay as a 

“non-regulatory” research 

reserve holds far-reaching ben-

efits from improving the under-

standing of the bay’s estuary envi-

ronments (such as Peshtigo River 

estuary, see photos), to resource 

management, innovative educa-

tional opportunities, training and 

further development of coastal 

ecosystems. Together these ben-

efits can safeguard the tangible 

assets estuaries provide to local 

communities

Moreover, if local educators, 

leaders and other interested 

entities are successful in their 

efforts to make the Peshtigo/

Marinette region the focal point 

of the GB-NERR, it could bring 

the development of an innovative 

and technologically advanced 

research/visitor center to the 

area.

“I would love for the actual 

center to be located here. But 

even if it is not I think we will 

actually benefit,” said West.

President of the Peshtigo Area 

Chamber of Commerce, Tony 

O’Neill, resides among the com-

munity leaders intrigued by 

what a NERR and its associated 

research/visitor center might 

offer.

After more than 20 years 

in law enforcement covering 

much of the approximately 1,400 

square miles of Marinette County, 

O’Neill spent a lot of time travel-

ing throughout its communities.

“After retiring, just getting out 

to all these different locations … 

and taking in what I probably 

missed a lot of overall those years 

(on the job), gave me that inter-

est,” O’Neill said. “And more so, 

I gained a better understanding 

and appreciation for what we 

have here … Once you see those 

things, you understand a lot 

more.”

Now, as president of the 

Peshtigo Chamber, he also envi-

sions what the NERR designation 

might do, not only for the envi-

ronment and recreation but also 

for business.

“It’s an economy booster,” 

O’Neill said. “(NERR) will bring 

forth education, professionals 

(to address) environmental con-

cerns and add more jobs; and it 

will give (the area) more oppor-

tunity for grants. From manufac-

turing and business point of view, 

it brings forth a lot of interests 

globally.”

SCIENCE THAT MAT-

TERS IN SAFEGUARDING 

ENVIRONMENT

When it comes to the envi-

ronmental benefits imparted by 

NERR research and awareness, 

one word fits the bill: “monitor-

ing.”

Many waterfront communities 

face coastal management chal-

lenges: Harmful algal blooms, 

lake level variability, emerg-

ing toxic chemicals and others. 

Addressing those challenges, 

requires “science and steward-

ship that matters,” according to 

NOAA literature.

Closer to home, “water issues 

surrounding Northeast Wiscon-

sin in recent years make a project 
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This Peshtigo River estuary, like many along the Bay of Green Bay, provides a staple pastime and economy 
booster for northeastern Wisconsin. Last weekend, dozens of fishermen launched their boats and cast 
their lines, indirectly imbuing a significant stream of dollars through many businesses in the Peshtigo/
Marinette area. If designated a “research reserve,” the potential grants, scientific advancements and envi-
ronmental stewardship that results would lend a big step toward preserving and improving that resource 
far into the future.

Designation could boost local research, 
environment, economy, education 

Second NERR “kick-off” 
meeting set for Monday

The UWGB in conjunction 
with NOAA will host its second 
virtual NERR “kick-off” meeting 
Monday at 4 p.m.

To join the live event visit 
the GB-NERR website at www.
uwgb.edu/national-estuarine-re-
search-reserves/

PART 2

MAPS committee 
discusses 

graduation plans
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E — A s 

the end of the school year 

approaches, graduation is 

on the minds of Menomi-

nee’s seniors as well as the 

members of the Menom-

inee Area Public Schools 

Board of Education. During 

Monday’s Committee of the 

Whole meeting, the board 

members discussed chang-

ing the date of graduation 

due to several conflicts with 

extracurriculars.

“Thursday, May 27, is 

GNCs (Great Northern Con-

ference playoffs) in Mar-

quette,” said Superinten-

dent John Mans, “so we 

would have seniors who 

would have to choose, ‘Do 

I go participate in my sport 

or do I go to my gradua-

tion?’ One of the thoughts 

is moving it to Wednesday 

(May 26) where there isn’t a 

conflict with another grad-

uation with Peshtigo or 

Marinette.”

Mans said graduation is 

a board exercise, so he can’t 

change the date to May 26 

on his own.

Graduation is tradition-

ally held in Menominee on 

a Thursday. Superintendent 

Assistant Julie Krah said 

graduation was not included 

in this year’s school calen-

dar, as last year’s graduation 

had to be rescheduled sev-

eral times, ending up taking 

place in July. “So we thought, 

‘We’d better not put it on,’” 

she said.

BUILDING ON THE POSITIVE

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—Under rainy skies, 

Wednesday evening, educators, parents, 

and other interested parties plodded into 

the Peshtigo Elementary Learning Cen-

ter from the chilled and somber April air 

to convene the Peshtigo School District 

Board of Education meeting after a failed 

attempt to gain community support for 

significant district improvements.

Just over one week earlier, Peshtigo 

School District voters cast their decision 

during the spring election to deny Referen-

dum 2021. It promised much-needed infra-

structure upgrades and renovations to the 

district’s aging Middle/High School build-

ing. That denial came at a slim margin of 

only 13 votes—less than 1% of the 1,801 res-

idents comprised by the towns of Peshtigo 

and Grover and City of Peshtigo who cast 

a decision on the referendum, tabulated 

from election results on the Marinette 

County website.

After such a narrow loss, one might 

expect that somber April day to follow 

closely behind those board members, par-

ents, teachers and other interested parties 

who arrived for Wednesday’s meeting. And 

while merited tones of disappointment did 

linger, the underlying ambiance was of one 

of constructive optimism that used the ref-

erendum’s failure as a precipice for learn-

ing and looking to the future, rather than 

something to dwell on bitterly.

Despite defeat, Peshtigo building 
referendum support catches stride

“
“We are not giving up this fight, 

we’ve got more people behind it, 

we’ve got more ideas. ... It’s anoth-

er hurdle to get over but we will 

get through it.”

Rachel Raygo
Peshtigo School District parent

See NERR, A3

See PESHTIGO, A2 See GRAD, A2


