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Good morning, 
Earl LaCount!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald

67288 180926 5

TODAY’S INDEX
Advice B9
Comics B8
Classifieds B6
Crossword B9
Deaths/Obits A5
Local stocks B4
Opinion A4

Records A5

Sudoku B9

Scoreboard B2

Sports B1-3

TV listings B8

Weather B4

TODAY: Mostly sunny and 
mild with moderate wind

HIGH: 78     LOW: 58

DEATHS
Buchanan, Thomas D.

Johnson, Dennis N.

Lang, Joan

Polen, Donald H.

INSIDE
Television: Ed Asner of ‘Lou Grant’ 

fame has died. A5

Sports: Marinette’s ‘Mr. Baseball’ 

John LaCourt is headed to the 

school’s Hall of Fame. B1

Special to the EagleHerald
Fairgoers prepare to ride the Flying Dutchman at the Marinette County Fair which took place Thursday through 
Sunday in Wausaukee.

Flying high at the fair

MAPS board 
determines 
metric for 

COVID

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—T he 

Menominee Area Public 

Schools Board of Educa-

tion last week determined 

the mesure by which it 

would determine when to 

ramp up COVID-19 precau-

tionary strategies.

Interim Superinten-

dent Steve Martin said 

the district would look to 

the percentage of atten-

dance over a period of sev-

eral days, and a dip below 

88% per building due to a 

COVID spike would be a 

sign for the board to con-

sider ramping up precau-

tions. After looking back at 

the last pre-COVID school 

year, he said the district 

tended to stay above 90% 

attendance, even on days 

when attendance was at its 

lowest.

Board Vice Presi-

dent Dawn Wesolowski 

suggested that the board 

give authority to the build-

ing administrators to 

decide whether or not to 

ramp up the precautions 

if their buildings were to 

see a large enough reduc-

tion in attendance. Martin 

suggested that, rather than 

pin that onto the building 

principals, the superin-

tendent would be the one 

to decide. Board Member 

Nikki Myszak said it would 

be important to determine 

whether or not the absences 

were COVID related. “If 

we’re going to have 88% 

for the next 14 days because 

everybody’s quarantining, 

then I would say yes. But if 

it’s just because the entire 

senior class skipped a day 

or something, then I’d say 

no,” she said.

Board President Derek 

Butler said if the schools 

were to see attendance 

come back up after a large 

dip, then the precautions 

would be scaled back 

accordingly.

Money woes slow museum project

By MELISSA KOWALCZYK

EagleHerald News Manager

mkowalczyk@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE COUNTY—The 

West Shore Fishing Museum’s 

annual Ice Cream Social planned for 

this coming Sunday is just one of sev-

eral events that had to be canceled 

because of rising COVID-19 cases in 

the area.

“While we will miss celebrating 

the end of summer with our many 

friends, it is more important to us to 

avoid a COVID-19-spreading event,” 

said Noreen Johnson of the West 

Shore Fishing Museum and Bailey 

Property Preservation Association 

Inc. (BPPA).

The museum will still be open 

Sunday as part of its regular seasonal 

schedule; it will also hold a raffle 

drawing at 3 p.m. In addition to the 

raffle drawing, the Ice Cream Social 

usually features food and live music 

and is one of the biggest fundraisers 

of the year for the museum. Drawing 

approximately 750 people in recent 

years, it has netted the museum up 

to $3,000 in donations.

Canceling the Ice Cream Social 

will impact the nonprofit more than 

usual this year with the museum 

busy having a 1,564-square-foot Wel-

come Center built as an addition to 

the gift shop already on the muse-

um’s property. The new building will 

house a display and meeting space 

and two unisex restrooms, as well as 

an office and a place for archival stor-

age and research.

Over the last five or six years, the 

museum has collected $50,000 in 

donations, which included several 

large anonymous sums. This funding 

paid for a septic system and the foun-

dation and floor work, which were 

completed in 2019. Utilities for the 

Welcome Center building are also in 

place. Menominee County Parks pro-

vided some assistance on the electri-

cal service since the museum prop-

erty is owned by the county park sys-

tem.

The donations from the end-of-

season fundraiser would have gone 

toward the museum’s first goal of 

$80,000, which will allow for con-

struction of the building. Volun-

teers will begin to work on some of 

the interior work once construction 

is finished. Afterward, the staff at 
the museum hope to get grants to 
help furnish and equip the building. 
Because of the inflated cost of build-
ing materials, Johnson said, “The 
cost of the next phase was double 
what we expected when we put bids 
out last spring, putting the brakes on 
the construction for now.”

The expected total of the project 
is $150,000. Given the uncertainty of 
donations it will receive and the price 
of building materials, the museum is 
unsure when the project will be fin-
ished.

West Shore Fishing Museum dis-
plays one of the most complete col-
lections of commercial fishing boats 
and equipment in the region. A stop 
on the Great Lakes Heritage Fishing 
Trail, it is among the most import-
ant commercial fishing museums in 
Michigan. In addition to fishing dis-
plays, visitors can enjoy a Victorian 
home, nature trails and gardens and 
grounds. This hidden gem is tucked 
in the woods on the north end of Bai-
ley Park on M-35. There is no charge 
for admission, but visitors may make 
a donation.

Donations of any amount can 
be sent to Bailey Property Preser-
vation Association, Inc. (BPPA) in 
care of Patricia Cheski, N2490 M-35, 

Special to the EagleHerald
This rendering shows the proposed Welcome Center addition to the West Shore Fishing Museum property, with the 
gray portion on the left being the current gift shop. This is a similar angle those visiting the museum will see as 
they enter the grounds.

West Shore Fishing 
Museum cancels Ice 

Cream Social because of 
COVID-19

New London man dies 
in motorcycle crash 

in Oconto County

OCONTO—A 63-year-

old New London, Wiscon-

sin, man died Thursday in 

a motorcycle crash in the 

Town of Townsend, accord-

ing to Oconto County Sher-

iff Todd Skarban.

The man, whose name 

has not been released, 

failed to negotiated a 

curve on Highway 32 near 

N. Lake Surprise Road 

and crashed, according to 

a press release from the 

Oconto County Sheriff ’s 

Office. Emergency dispatch 

received the call just before 

7 a.m. Alcohol and speed 

are believed to be factors 

in the crash, according to 

the press release.

The investigation is 

being conducted by the 

Oconto County Sher-

iff ’s Office and the Brown 

County Medical Exam-

iner’s Office. Assisting at 

the scene were the Lake-

wood Townsend Ambu-

lance, Townsend Fire and 

the Brown County Medical 

Examiner’s Office.

Speed and alchol believed 
to be factors, sheriff says

Student attendance 
will be monitored as 
district prepares for 
a challenging year 
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