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Coronavirus: The US and Europe 

reel as virus infections surge at a 

record pace. A8
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Good morning,

Sally Filibeck!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly cloudy with scat-

tered showers
HIGH: 47  LOW: 33

MENOMINEE — The best 
potential location for a 911 
communications tower may 
be at the Back Forty Mine 
site.

Bryon Gunnerson, with 
Gunnerson Consulting & 
Communication Site 
Services LLC (GCCSS), 
gave a presentation at the 
Menominee County Board 
of Commissioners meeting 
Tuesday on the county’s 
options regarding this mat-
ter.

This is part of an ongo-

ing project that Menominee 

County has undergone to 

increase 911 radio communi-

cation coverage in the north-

ern end of the county and to 

fill any coverage gaps.

Gunnerson explained 
that he had researched sev-
eral areas in Lake Township 
because radio coverage in 
that area is not as strong as 
it should be. The most conve-
nient location to build a new 
tower would be at Shakey 
Lakes because the county 
already owns the property. 
However, he also looked into 
some farms, private proper-
ty and reached out to Aquila 
Resources at the Back Forty 
Mine project.

“They’re all generically 
the same until you get to the 
Back Forty Mine,” he said.

Gunnerson explained 
that he believes Aquila is 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Tower may be erected 
at possible mine site

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump and challeng-
er Joe Biden competed for TV audiences in dueling town halls 
on Thursday night instead of meeting face-to-face for their 
second debate as originally planned.

The two will take questions in different cities on different 
networks: Trump on NBC from Miami, Biden on ABC from 
Philadelphia. Trump backed out of plans for the presiden-
tial faceoff originally scheduled for the evening after debate 
organizers said it would be held virtually following Trump’s 
coronavirus diagnosis.

The town halls offer a different format for the two can-
didates to present themselves to voters, after the two held 
a chaotic and combative first debate late last month. But 
Trump, speaking on Fox Business on Thursday morning, 
indicated he had no plans to change his tone going forward.

Trump said of the first debate that “some people said I was 
rude, but you have to be rude. The guy’s a liar.”

In case anyone remains unaware of Trump’s tactics, 
Biden warned supporters at a virtual fundraiser that the 
president would go after him aggressively in the final weeks 
of the campaign.

“We’ve got 19 days left and you know he’s going to throw 
everything but the kitchen sink at me,” Biden said Thursday. 

By ZEKE MILLER, ALEXANDRA JAFFE, BILL BARROW and 

AAMER MADHANI

The Associated Press

Choose 
your channel

See DEBATE, A3

A new 911 communications tower would
 fill coverage gaps in Menominee County

■ Trump, Biden to debate in  
separate town halls at the same time

The Associated Press

President Donald Trump walks to board Air Force One for a 
trip to Greenville, N.C. to attend a campaign rally, Thursday, 
in Andrews Air Force Base, Md ““No other option would give us the 

same coverage as the Back Forty tower 

could potentially give you. I understand 

where a hesitancy would come from, 

being associated with the mine but we 

are weighing our emergency 911 com-

munications into that as well.”

Jason Carviou

Menominee County administrator

See TOWER, A3

MARINETTE — Because of a lack of 
volunteers, area rescue squads are aim-
ing to hire full-time employees starting 
in 2021. 

Wausaukee Rescue Squad President 
Steve Vandenberg talked about the sit-
uation facing his organization. He said 
the Wausaukee Rescue Squad has 
struggled to recruit volunteers to work 
as emergency medical technicians, 
adding that surrounding communi-
ties have faced the same issues for sev-
eral years.

Currently, the Wausaukee Rescue 

Squad has only three volunteer emer-
gency medical technicians who cover 
the squad’s 24-hour shifts, according 
to Vandenberg. The squad has been 
run ragged by this schedule, which 
has been the standard for the past few 

months, he said.
The lack of community volunteers 

has finally pushed the squad to make 
the EMT and other positions on the 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Rescue squad to begin hiring EMTs

EagleHerald/Rick Gebhard

Total loss 
Menominee Firefighter Will Philipps puts out some hot ember on a garage that burned 
down on 14th Avenue Wednesday in Menominee.

■ Hiring for the Wausaukee Rescue Squad positions to start in 2021

““We have to go this route or close our doors. Three of 

us are running this place 24 hours a day, every day.”

Steve Vandenberg

Wausaukee Rescue Squad president

See SQUADS, A3

MENOMINEE — The 
City of Menominee Finance 
Committee heard from 
Coleman Engineering 
regarding a preliminary 
plan for water and sewer 
system upgrades, as well 
as road construction in the 
areas that receive these 
upgrades, at Wednesday’s 
meeting.

The proposed project 
would see a cost increase 
of 9% per quarter for an 
average user, as $5.2 mil-
lion of the project’s $7.5 mil-
lion cost would come from 
a state revolving loan fund.

“When you say this will 
be funded as long as we 
do the right things,” asked 
Councilmember Frank 
Pohlmann, “What will be 
funded? The engineering 
work?”

“All of the work,” said 
Jeff Sjoquist of Coleman 
Engineering, “the engineer-
ing, the construction; about 

$7 million total because 
there’s some road refer-
endum money budgeted 
towards it, all the aspects 
would be funded by a com-
bination of a drinking water 
revolving loan fund, a clean 
water revolving loan fund, 
which is sewer; and then 
the majority of the roadway 
portion would be coming 
from the road referendum 
money.”

Pohlmann asked if 
there was any grant money 
involved in paying for this 
project, however, Sjoquist 
said while there is a little 
grant money involved, much 
of the grant money is avail-
able to disadvantaged com-
munities, which Menominee 
did not qualify for under the 
Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes 
and Energy (EGLE).

“It’s kind of similar to 
the SAW (stormwater, asset 
management and waste-
water) program that you 
went through a few years 
ago with your wastewater. I 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Preliminary 
water plan heard

See WATER, A3

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

• Serving Marinette & Menominee
• Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

• Medication Management
• Wound Care Management

• Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
• Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment

See Us for a Home, Auto or 
Recreational Loan!

1514 Cleveland Ave. • Marinette

(715) 732-0065
www.bayshorecu.org


