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Menominee principals give update to board
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The princi-

pals of the Menominee Area Pub-

lic School District gave updates to 

the Board of Education Monday on 

what their school buildings have 

been up to, in particular the sta-

tus of the student-to-technology 

ratio in the schools.

Superintendent John Mans 

said that all schools in the dis-

trict are nearly at a one-to-one stu-

dent to Chromebook ratio. “We’ll 

be probably ordering another 500 

(Chromebooks) to offset going 

into next year, so we’ll likely be at 

more than one-to-one going into 

next year. We’re finally there; it 

took a little time, but we’re finally 

there,” he said.

Board Secretary Becky 

Thoune noted that Central Ele-

mentary School was still about 

100 devices short of being com-

pletely one-to-one, but said that 

this may not be too big of a con-

cern for the younger students. 

Randi Ahrndt, Central’s prin-

cipal, said they’ve been wait-

ing on getting Chromebooks for 

the kindergarten classes. “We 

really don’t know if it makes 

much sense to get Chrome-

books for the kindergarteners, 

or more of a device that’s touch 

screen. We find that, when they 

come in (to kindergarten), their 

fine motor skills aren’t where 

they need to be (to use one), so 

that’s why we’ve been hesitat-

ing to give any to our kindergar-

teners unless absolutely neces-

sary,” she said.

Ahrndt said that first and sec-

ond grade are nearly completely 

one-to-one.

“I think Randi is right, their 

fine motor skills aren’t perfect, 

and they’re just little; they’re 

barely getting their shoes tied in 

them grades, much less function-

ing a Chromebook. I know we’d 

like them all to have them, but I 

don’t know that it’s perfect, so I’m 

glad we’re looking at other options 

for them,” Thoune said.

“We have given out less than 

what I anticipated,” said Junior 

High/High School Principal Drew 

$1.9T Biden relief package a bet 
government can help cure US

By JOSH BOAK and LISA MASCARO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —President 

Joe Biden wants America to know 

that he’s from the government 

and he’s here to help.

That sentiment became a well-

worn punchline under Ronald Rea-

gan and shaped the politics of both 

parties for four decades. Democrat 

Bill Clinton declared the era of big 

government over in the 1990s, 

Barack Obama largely kept his 

party in the same lane and Repub-

lican Donald Trump campaigned 

on the premise that Washington 

was full of morons, outplayed by 

the Chinese and others.

But Biden is now staking his 

presidency on the idea that the 

government can use his $1.9 tril-

lion coronavirus relief plan not 

only to stop a pandemic and jobs 

crisis but also to catapult the 

country forward to tackle deep 

issues of poverty, inequality and 

more. The massive bill is on teh 

brink of approval, but it was not 

approved by Congress at press 

time. 

“When I was elected, I said we 

were going to get the government 

out of the business of battling 

on Twitter and back in the busi-

ness of delivering for the Ameri-

can people,” Biden said after the 

huge bill passed the Senate on 

Saturday. “Of showing the Ameri-

can people that their government 

can work for them.”

Taken together, provisions in 

the 628-page bill add up to one of 

the largest enhancements to the 

social safety net in decades, push-

ing the country into uncharted 

territory.

Besides stopping the pandemic 

The Associated Press
President Joe Biden takes his face mask off before speaking during an 
event to mark International Women’s Day Monday in the East Room of 
the White House in Washington.
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Basking in the sunbeams and mild spring-like temperatures 
Monday, this wild turkey ventures out of the woods to forage 
over the thawing lawns of an apartment complex on Mary 
Street in Marinette.

Case of virus variant 
detected in Michigan

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press
LANSING, Mich. —The first 

known case of a new variant of the 

coronavirus has been reported in 

Michigan, in a boy living in Jackson 

County.

The B.1.351 strain, first detected in 

South Africa in December, is believed 

to be more infectious and is now in at 

least 20 states, according to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Preven-

tion. It shares some mutations with 

B.1.1.7, a more easily spread variant 

that was first identified in Britain late 

last year and was found in Michigan 

in January. It is in 47 states.

The state health department said 

late Monday that an investigation 

was underway to determine the boy’s 

close contacts and if there are addi-

tional associated cases. Officials said 

there is no indication that the variant 

discovered in South Africa is more 
deadly or causes more severe illness. 
But higher transmission rates could 
increase hospitalizations and deaths 
should new variants spread widely.

“We are concerned about the dis-
covery of another variant in Michi-
gan, although it was not unexpected,” 
Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical 
executive and chief deputy direc-
tor for health, said in a statement. 
“We continue to urge Michiganders 
to follow a research-based approach 
by wearing their masks properly, 
socially distancing, avoiding crowds, 
washing their hands often, and mak-
ing a plan to get the safe and effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccine once it is their 
turn.”

Vaccines appear to be work-
ing against coronavirus mutations, 
though there are concerns that they 

Royal family says Harry, Meghan racism charges ‘concerning’
By DANICA KIRKA

Associated Press
LONDON —Buckingham Palace 

said Tuesday that allegations of rac-

ism made earlier this week by Prince 

Harry and Meghan were “concern-

ing” and would be addressed pri-

vately by the royal family.

The comments, made in a state-

ment issued on behalf Queen Eliz-

abeth II, are the first from the pal-

ace since the two-hour television 

interview with Meghan and Harry 

rocked the royal family. Meghan, 

who is biracial, said the palace had 

failed to help her when she had sui-

cidal thoughts and that an uniden-

tified member of the royal family 

had raised “concerns” about the 

color of her baby’s skin when she 

was pregnant with her son, Archie.

“The whole family is saddened 

to learn the full extent of how chal-

lenging the last few years have been 

for Harry and Meghan,” the palace 

said. “The issues raised, particu-

larly that of race, are concerning. 

While some recollections may vary, 

they are taken very seriously and 

will be addressed by the family pri-

vately.’’

The interview, conducted by 

Oprah Winfrey and which aired 

Sunday night in the U.S. and a day 

later in Britain, has divided peo-

ple around the world. While many 

say the allegations demonstrate 

the need for change inside a pal-

ace that hasn’t kept pace with the 

#MeToo and Black Lives Matter 

movements, others have criticized 

Harry and Meghan for dropping 

their bombshell while Harry’s 

99-year-old grandfather, Prince 

Philip, remains hospitalized in Lon-

don after a heart procedure.

Anna Whitelock, a professor of 

history and director of the Centre 

for the Study of Modern Monar-

chy at Royal Holloway, University 

of London, said the palace’s brief 

message was an effort to quiet the 

controversy.

“It’s not very long, but it’s very 

See RELIEf, A3

See VARIANT, A3

See SCHOOL, A3

See ROYAL, A3

Chromebook ratio nearly 1-1

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021 2 SECTIONS $1.00

Good morning, 
Al Hofacker!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald

67288 180926 5

TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Mostly rain 
with 10 to 20 mph wind

HIGH: 50     LOW: 39

DEATHS
Saenz-Witt, Ricky

Schewe, Roger W.F.

Serwa, Michael W.

Tharp, Alan

INSIDE
Wisconsin: A Milwaukee woman has had 15 people in her life die 

because of COVID-19. B10

Sports: With the addition of Jackie Bradley Jr., the Milwaukee Brew-

ers have a wealth of outfield talent. B1

Advice B9
Comics B8
Classifieds B6-7
Crossword B9
Deaths/Obits A5
Local stocks A2
Lottery A5

Opinion A4
Records A5
Sudoku B9
Scoreboard B2
Sports B1-3
TV listings B8
Weather A2


