
LANSING, Mich. — 
Michigan has applied for 
federal funding to provide 
an additional $300 a week 
in unemployment bene-
fits amid the coronavirus 
pandemic — less than the 
$600 boost that expired last 
month but still more than 
the maximum $362 weekly 
payment the state dispens-
es.

President Donald Trump 
this month signed an 
order extending the added 
weekly benefit after he 
and Congress were unable 
to agree to a broader new 
pandemic relief plan. 
States can choose a $300- 
or $400-a-week option, 
though they would have 
to chip in $100 toward the 
higher amount.

“This program will pro-
vide some much needed 
support for families that are 

struggling to put food on 
the table or pay their bills, 
but it’s a short term Band-
Aid that falls short of what’s 
needed,” Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, a Democrat, said 

in a statement Tuesday. “A 
robust congressional recov-
ery package that meets the 
scale of this crisis is what’s 
needed to help individuals 
who have lost work as a 

result of the pandemic get 
through this unprecedented 
time.”

The state Unemployment 
Insurance Agency esti-
mated that about 910,000 
residents will get the extra 
$300. They will be paid ret-
roactively to Aug. 1. It was 
unclear when the payments 
will begin or how many 
weeks they will cover.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has 
said the additional funding 
may last roughly five or six 
weeks depending on how 
many states participate. 
Michigan’s unemployment 
rate dropped to 8.7% in 
July, from 14.8% in June, 
and was below the nation-
al rate of 10.2%. About 
103,000 payroll jobs were 
added.

Jason Palmer, director of 
the Bureau of Labor Market 
Information and Strategic 
Initiatives, said the state in 
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Good morning,

Andrea Freberg!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald
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MARINETTE — Concerned 
that four downtown build-
ings have been razed under 
the radar this year, Alderman 
Doug Oitzinger has asked for 
a moratorium on the issuance 
of demolition permits until a 
measure can be taken that 
keeps city officials in the loop.

“Right now, there’s no real 
approval process,” Oitzinger 
said. “You can come in, get 
the OK for demolition, and it’s 
done. That’s not a process I’m 
particularly fond of.”

His fellow members of the 
city’s Civic Affairs, Cemetery, 
Traffic & Lights Committee 
unanimously agreed, and on 
Monday they forwarded the 
topic to the Sept. 1 Common 
Council agenda for a possible 
vote. They asked Bob Gagan, 
the city attorney, to draft lan-
guage for the proposal.

At Monday’s meeting, 
Oitzinger said he wasn’t aware 
that the Goodfellows building 
on Hall Avenue was sched-
uled for demolition earlier this 

month “until I saw the picture 
the next day in the paper.”

Whether it be a citywide 
moratorium, or just pertain-
ing to the downtown area, will 
be up for debate. As will the 
type of buildings — should the 
moratorium only be in play for 
buildings considered historical 
in nature?

Either way, Oitzinger said 
he thinks demolition requests 
should at least be examined by 
a committee.

He’s worried that losing his-
toric buildings will take a toll 

City’s demolition 
process discussed
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The vacant lot where H.G. Thill Cooling and Heating building used to stand sits 
empty as the owner decides what to do with the space.

Alderman wants more control over process

WILMINGTON, Del. — The 
Democrats’ historic boundary break-
ers are joining forces at the party’s 
national convention in an urgent 
effort to rouse the diverse coalition 
Joe Biden will need to defeat President 
Donald Trump this fall.

Their overriding message: Vote this 
time; don’t just complain later. Your 
lives and democracy itself may be at 
stake.

Barack Obama, the nation’s first 
Black president, and Hillary Clinton, 
the first woman nominated for presi-
dent by a major party, are speaking on 
Biden’s behalf Wednesday night. And 
Kamala Harris, Biden’s running mate 
and the first Black woman on a major 
party ticket, is delivering highly antic-
ipated remarks that will serve as her 
first introduction to millions of voters.

American democracy might not 
survive another four years of Trump, 

Obama warns in excerpts released in 
advance. He urges voters to “embrace 
your own responsibility as citizens – 
to make sure that the basic tenets 
of our democracy endure. Because 
that’s what is at stake right now. Our 
democracy.”

In remarks remarkable for their 
dismissiveness of a U.S. president 
by his predecessor, Obama declares, 
“Donald Trump hasn’t grown into the 
job because he can’t.”

Just 76 days before the election, 
voters in both parties are as engaged 
as they have ever been, even while 
battling the coronavirus pandemic 
that has left more than 172,000 dead 
and millions more out of work. Having 
formally been nominated by their 
party, the Biden-Harris ticket is now 
the Democrats’ best and only hope to 
deny Trump a second term.

The pandemic has forced Biden’s 
team to abandon the traditional con-
vention format in favor of an all-vir-
tual affair that has eliminated much 

of the pomp and circumstance that 
typically defines political conventions. 
It’s also produced opportunities to 
create new traditions, including a roll 
call vote for Biden’s formal nomination 
featuring a video montage of activists 
in every state in the nation.

The Democratic convention will 
build to a finale Thursday night when 
Biden will deliver his acceptance 
speech in a mostly empty convention 
hall near his Delaware home.

Next week it’s Trump’s turn.
The president, who abandoned 

By STEVE PEOPLES, MICHELLE L. PRICE 

and ALEXANDRA JAFFE

Associated Press

DNC hears from Democratic 
historic boundary breakers

Obama, Clinton and Harris speak 
on importance of voting
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A clear view
Robert Wall, A Pane to Clean, Lena, washes the Llyod 
apartment building windows that overlook the bay of 
Green Bay Tuesday in Menominee.

PESHTIGO —  Inconsistency in the recycling center 
pricing was addressed during the public comment section 
of the Town Board meeting. 

Peshtigo resident, Cindy Bower asked about the lack 
of receipts available at the town’s recycling center and the 
inconsistency of pricing. “I go there and they say that the 
cost goes by weight, but there’s no scale there. I brought 
in a trailer load once and one worker said it would cost me 
$40 and another worker came around and said it would 
cost $60. There’s no accountability. Were are the stan-
dards?”

The issue of standards and accountability was tabled 
until next months meeting. The issue has been removed 
from the agenda by Chairman Herman Pottratz several 
times in the past few months.

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

New road signs and 
yard waste addressed at 
Peshtigo Town Meeting

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press

Michigan to give jobless extra 
$300 a week under Trump plan

See WHITMER, A3

The Associated Press 

In a June 17 photo provided by the Michigan Office of the 
Governor, Michigan’s Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
addresses the state during a speech in Lansing, Mich. 
Whitmer has extended Michigan’s coronavirus emergency 
through Sept. 4, enabling her to keep in place restrictions 
designed to curb COVID-19

““We must elect a pres-

ident who will bring 

something different, 

something better, and do 

the important works.”

Kamala Harris

Democratic vice                          

presidential nominee 
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CASH REFUNDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THOSE WHO

HAD A BALANCE ON THEIR OLD CITY DUMP CARD.

PLEASE BRING YOUR LETTER, OLD DUMP CARD AND/OR 

IDENTIFICATION TO OBTAIN YOUR REFUND


