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Good morning,

Roberta Kowalski

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Showers early becoming 

steady later in the day
HIGH: 56  LOW: 46
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WASHINGTON — At least there 
won’t be a government shutdown.

But as lawmakers straggle 
back to Washington for an abbre-
viated preelection session, hopes 
are dimming for another corona-
virus relief bill — or much else.

Talks between top Democrats 
and the Trump administration 
broke off last month and remain 
off track, with the bipartisan 
unity that drove almost $3 trillion 
in COVID-19 rescue legislation 
into law this spring replaced by 
toxic partisanship and a return to 
Washington dysfunction.

Expectations in July and 
August that a fifth bipartisan 

pandemic response bill would 
eventually be birthed despite 
increased obstacles has been 
replaced by genuine pessimism. 
Recent COVID-related conversa-
tions among key players have led 
to nothing.

Democrats seem secure in their 
political position, with President 
Donald Trump and several Senate 
GOP incumbents lagging in the 
polls. Trump is seeking to side-
line the pandemic as a campaign 
issue, and Republicans aren’t 
interested in a deal on Democratic 
terms — even as needs like school 
aid enjoy widespread support.

Poisonous relationships among 
key leaders like House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and 
White House Chief of Staff Mark 

Meadows give little reason for con-
fidence about overcoming obsta-
cles on the cost, scope and details 
of a potential relief bill. Pelosi 
recently referred to Meadows as 
“whatever his name is,” while the 
Meadows-run White House during 
a press briefing ran a video loop of 
Pelosi’s controversial visit to a San 
Francisco hair salon.

Trump said Monday that 
Democrats “don’t want to make a 
deal because they think that if the 
country does as badly as possible 
... that’s good for the Democrats.”

“I am taking the high road,” he 
told reporters at the White House. 
“I’m taking the high road by not 
seeing them.”

All of this imperils the chanc-
es for another round of $1,200 

direct payments delivered under 
Trump’s name, the restoration 
of more generous unemployment 
benefits to those who’ve lost their 
jobs because of the pandemic, 
updates to a popular business 
subsidy program, and money to 
help schools reopen and states 
and local governments avoid lay-
offs.

“I personally would like to see 
one more rescue package, but I 
must tell you the environment in 
Washington right now is exceed-
ingly partisan because of the 
proximity to the election,” said 
GOP Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell at an appearance in 
Kentucky last week. “We’ve been 
in discussion now for the last 
month or so with no results so 
far. So I can’t promise one final 
package.″

McConnell had been a force for 
a deal but does not appear eager 

to force a vote that exposes divi-
sion in his ranks.

Many Senate Republicans are 
also wary or opposed outright to 
another major chunk of debt-fi-
nanced virus relief, even as GOP 
senators imperiled in the election 
like Susan Collins of Maine and 
Cory Gardner of Colorado plead 
for more. Republicans are strug-
gling to coalesce around a unified 
party position — and that’s before 
they engage with Democratic lead-
ers, who are demanding far more.

The relationship between 
Pelosi and her preferred negoti-
ating partner, Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin, is civil but isn’t 
generating much in the way of 
results, other than a promise to 
avoid a government shutdown at 
the end of the month by keep-
ing a government-wide temporary 

By ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

Hopes fading for coronavirus deal

See DEAL, A3

Congress returns, but sides remain far apart

     Special to the EagleHerald/St. 
Norbert College

Above, Stephenson native 
Gen. Jill Lannan receives an 
honory degree from Jennifer 
Bonds-Raacke, vice presi-
dent for active affairs, at St. 
Norbert College in De Pere. 
The college conducted a vir-
tual commencement on Aug. 
29.  At left, Lannan  gives 
her commencement speech. 
Lannan, a graduate of St. 
Norbert, went on to have a 
stellar military career.  

Stephenson native gets special honor

Spending cuts to schools, 
childhood vaccinations and 
job-training programs. New 
taxes on millionaires, cig-
arettes and legalized mari-
juana. Borrowing, drawing 
from rainy day funds and 
reducing government work-
ers’ pay.

These are some actions 
states are considering to 
shore up their finances 
amid a sharp drop in tax 
revenue caused by the 
economic fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

With Congress dead-
locked for months on a new 
coronavirus relief package, 
many states haven’t had 
the luxury of waiting to see 
whether more money is on 
the way. Some that have 
delayed budget decisions 
are growing frustrated by 
the uncertainty.

As the U.S. Senate returns 
to session today, some gov-
ernors and state lawmakers 
are again urging action on 
proposals that could provide 
hundreds of billions of addi-
tional dollars to states and 
local governments.

“There is a lot at stake 
in the next federal stimu-
lus package and, if it’s done 
wrong, I think it could be 
catastrophic for California,” 
said Assemblyman Phil 
Ting, a Democrat from San 
Francisco and chairman 
of the Assembly Budget 
Committee.

The budget that 
Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom signed in June 
includes $11.1 billion in 
automatic spending cuts 
and deferrals that will kick 
in Oct. 15, unless Congress 
sends the state $14 billion in 
additional aid. California’s 
public schools, colleges, uni-
versities and state workers’ 

salaries all stand to be hit.
In Michigan, schools 

are grappling with uncer-
tainty as they begin class-
es because the state lacks 
a budget for the fiscal year 
that starts Oct. 1.

Ryan McLeod, superin-
tendent of the Eastpointe 
school district near Detroit, 
said it is trying to reopen 
with in-person instruction, 
“but the costs are tremen-
dous” to provide a safe envi-
ronment for students.

“The only answer, real-
ly, is to have federal assis-
tance,” McLeod said.

Congress approved $150 
billion for states and local 
governments in March. 
That money was targeted 
to cover coronavirus-related 
costs, not to offset declining 
revenue resulting from the 
recession.

Some state officials, such 
as Republican Gov. Eric 
Holcomb of Indiana, are 
pushing for greater flexibility 
in spending the money they 
already received. Others, 
such as Republican Gov. 
Mike DeWine of Ohio, say 
more federal aid is need-
ed, especially to help small 
businesses and emergen-
cy responders working for 
municipalities with strained 
budgets.

In mid-May, the 

By DAVID A. LIEB

The Associated Press

States brace 
for major cuts

See STATES, A3

““The only 

answer, really, is 

to have federal 

assistance.”

Ryan McLeod

superintendent of 

Eastpointe school district, 

near Detroit

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Democratic 

presidential nominee Joe Biden 

and President Donald Trump spent 

Monday diminishing each other’s cre-

dentials on the economy and under-

standing of the American worker as 

the presidential campaign entered its 
final, post-Labor Day stretch.

While workers live by an “American 
code,” Biden said Trump “lives by 
a code of lies, greed and selfish-
ness” as he met with labor leaders 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a key 
swing state. Trump, meanwhile, tried 
to put the halting economic recovery 
under the best light in a White House 

press conference where he said Biden 
and his running mate, Sen. Kamala 
Harris, would “destroy this country 
and would destroy this economy.”

Labor Day typically marks the 
unofficial start to the fall campaign 
season as candidates accelerate their 
activity for the final sprint to Election 
Day. Both campaigns reflected that 

By NOREEN NASIR, ALEXANDRA JAFFE 

and KATHLEEN RONAYNE

The Associated Press

Trump, Biden spar over economy on Labor Day

See LABOR, A3
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