
Biden on virus, ‘Help is on the way’
By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

and ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —With a burst of 

executive orders, President Joe Biden 

served notice Thursday that America’s 

war on COVID-19 is under new com-

mand, promising an anxious nation 

progress to reduce infections and lift 

the siege it has endured for nearly a 

year.

At the same time, he tried to manage 

expectations in his second day in offi ce, 

saying despite the best intentions “we’re 

going to face setbacks.” He brushed off a 

reporter’s question on whether his goal 

of 100 million coronavirus shots in 100 

days should be more ambitious, a point 

pressed by some public health experts.

The 10 orders signed by Biden are 

aimed at jump starting his national 

COVID-19 strategy to increase vacci-

nations and testing, lay the ground-

work for reopening schools and busi-

nesses, and immediately increase the 

use of masks—including a require-

ment that Americans mask up for 

travel. One directive calls for address-

ing health care inequities in minority 

communities hard hit by the virus.

“We didn’t get into this mess over-

night, and it will take months to turn 

this around,” Biden said at the White 

House. U.S. deaths have have surged 

past 400,000, and he noted projec-

tions that they could reach 500,000 in 

a month.

But then, looking directly into the TV 

camera, Biden declared: “To a nation 

waiting for action, let me be clear on 

this point: Help is on the way.”

The new president has vowed to 

take far more aggressive measures to 

contain the virus than his predecessor, 

starting with stringent adherence to 

public health guidance. A key difference 

is that under Biden, the federal govern-

ment is assuming full responsibility 

for the COVID response. And instead 

of delegating major tasks to states, he 

is offering to help them with technical 

backup and federal money.

He faces steep obstacles, with the 

virus actively spreading in most states, 

vaccine shortages, slow progress on 

distribution and political uncertainty 

over whether congressional Republi-

cans will help him pass a $1.9 trillion 

The Associated Press
President Joe Biden pauses as he speaks about the coronavirus, accompanied by Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, in the State Dinning Room of the White House, Thursday in Washington.
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Schewe to become quality assurance director, Dzurick to retire

M A R I N E T T E — B e v e r l y 

Schewe, the principal of Park 

Elementary School, will become 

the district’s new quality assur-

ance director for teaching, 

learning and technology at the 

end of this school year. She will 

replace Wendy Dzurick, who is 

retiring.

“During my teaching years I 

learned everything I could about 

mathematics education and how 

to transfer that information fi rst 

to my students and then to my 

colleagues. Through this process 

it became clear that my career’s 

ambition was to become a cur-

riculum director for one district 

so I could support all teaching 

and learning to ensure equity,” 

Schewe said. “I am so blessed 

that Marinette, where I began 

my career and which has allowed 

me to grow and learn profession-

ally, would be the same district 

that would welcome me to lead 

the work.”

Schewe holds a bachelor’s of 

science degree from the University 

of Wisconsin—

Green Bay and a 

master’s of sci-

ence-education 

degree from Vit-

erbo Univer-

sity. She began 

her career in the 

Marinette School 

District as a middle school math 

teacher, English and language 

arts teacher and drama teacher 

from 1992 to 2010. After this, she 

moved to the Menominee Area 

Public Schools district where 

she served as a principal and an 

assistant principal. 

She served as Direc-

tor of General Edu-

cation and State and 

Federal Programs 

for the Menominee 

County Intermedi-

ate School District 

before returning to 

Marinette in 2017 as the principal 

at Park Elementary.

Dzurick began her career in 

1985 in Marinette as a fi rst grade 

teacher. She stayed in the district 

for 15 years as a teacher, library 

media specialist and assistant 

principal. After working as a 

principal in Menominee, she 

came back to Marinette in 2003 

as a middle school principal. She 

then worked in the Greendale and 

Franklin school districts before 

returning to Marinette in 2015 as 

the director of teaching and learn-

ing, and then became superinten-

dent the next year.

Dzurick stepped down as 

superintendent in 2020, but post-

poned her retirement to serve as 

the quality assurance director 

Schewe Dzurick

Personnel changes in the
Marinette School District
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A roadmap for school and career success

PESHTIGO—This year, Peshtigo 

students will be able to regis-

ter online for their classes. Guid-

ance counselor Angie Matykow-

ski states, “COVID gave us a lit-

tle push to get scheduling set-up 

online. We believe this helps stu-

dents take more ownership and 

control of their future. We’re hop-

ing that the online format sparks 

more discussion between students 

and parents at home, too.”

In the past, Peshtigo students 

would look over the course cata-

log, and then select their courses 

with guidance, and support staff 

would enter the information. This 

is the time of year where students 

and school offi cials start thinking 

about the schedule, but the pro-

cess is looking different. Guidance 

counselors continue to meet with 

students in small groups and indi-

vidually to discuss and develop 

future course plans. Students are 

responsible for inputting their own 

course selections.

“The online class registration 

process will help students to take 

a more active role in their course 
selection and also prepare them 
for registering for classes later on 
if they choose to attend a techni-
cal, two- or four-year degree pro-
gram,” said Julie Williams, director 
of pupil services. “Also, online reg-
istration is the new normal. This is 
just another important life skill for 

students to learn.”

“Students have tons of options 

to plan for,” Matykowski explains. 

“Is the plan to go right to work? Are 

you familiar with our Peshtigo High 

School vocational program? Have 

you considered an apprenticeship? 

Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo guidance counselor Angie Matykowski assists student Nathen 
Kleikamp with classes.

Peshtigo Schools guidance staff 
give students direction
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Evers defends 

vaccine

 distribution
By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —Gov. Tony 

Evers defended Wisconsin’s vacci-

nation efforts in the face of increas-

ing Republican criticism Thurs-

day, while urging patience because 

the number of people eligible will 

expand exponentially next week.

Everyone over age 65—about 

700,000 people—will be able to get 

a shot starting Monday, and the 

state Department of Health Ser-

vices is considering a recommen-

dation that teachers, grocery store 

workers, transit workers and others 

be added to the priority list. That 

would make more than 40% of Wis-

consin’s total population, or about 

2 million people, eligible for vacci-

nation.

“That is a lot of people,” said Julie 

Willems Van Dijk, deputy secretary 

of the Wisconsin Department of 
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Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

� Serving Marinette & Menominee
� Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

� Medication Management
� Wound Care Management

� Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
� Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment
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