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Election groundwork laid
Marinette County board discusses election, virus, more
By ABBY KNIPFEL
EagleHerald staff writer
aknipfel@eagleherald.com

The Associated Press

A camera operator checks his watch ahead of the first presidential debate between Republican candidate President
Donald Trump and Democratic candidate former Vice
President Joe Biden at the Health Education Campus of
Case Western Reserve University, Tuesday, in Cleveland.

Crowds out,
masks in

MARINETTE — The Marinette
County’s Board of Supervisors discussed the groundwork that is being
laid for the presidential election in
November.
At the board’s Tuesday meeting,
County Clerk Kathy Brandt reported
on the preparations and updates the
Marinette County clerks are putting
into place for the upcoming election.
Several of the improvements were recommended to help the clerks man-

age and accommodate the massive
increase of absentee ballots. Since the
last presidential election, absentee ballot requests in Marinette County have
almost doubled. Over 6,100 ballots have

already been requested from the clerk’s
office for the November election.
The issue that Brandt focused on
most during the meeting was the need
for new voting machines that have
the capability to count paper absentee
ballots. The current voting machines,
which use touch screens to record votes,
are not able to count paper ballots.
“The cost of the new machines
(which would have the capability
to scan in absentee ballots) will cost
$10,000 a machine, maintenance will
run around $1,200 a machine. So we
are in the process of trying to economize the machine,” said Brandt.
See BOARD, A3

■ Debating in the age of coronavirus
differs from previous debates
By JILL COLVIN and PABLO
MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS
The Associated Press

Editor’s note: A story
about the debate after it
has occurred will appear on
our website, ehextra.com,
in the morning today. It will
also appear in our online
EHNewsletter, which will be
available to readers Thursday
morning.
CLEVELAND — Crowds
and pageantry are out.
COVID-19 tests and masks
are in.
Presidential debates are
typically some of the most
exciting nights of the campaign season, drawing a
crowd of thousands of staffers, media and guests.
But this year, as with
almost everything else,
things are very, very differ-

ent, with a long list of precautions in place.
Instead of the usual auditorium setting, the debate
is being hosted by the
Cleveland Clinic and Case
Western Reserve University
in the 27,000-square-foot
(2,500-square-meter) atrium of the Sheila and Eric
Samson Pavilion on the
clinic’s Health Education
Campus. Notre Dame, the
original debate host, withdrew because of the pandemic.
The atrium, with its skylighted roof, has been turned
into a makeshift debate hall
with a stage and red carpeting. While chairs are
mostly placed right next to
one another, the rows have
been spaced out and signs
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Fishing for pans
Eric Peske, Menominee, (front) does some fishing across from River Park Campground Monday in Menominee.

See DEBATE, A3

Biden releases 2019 taxes
■ The presidential candidate paid almost $288,000 in
income tax compared to Trump’s $750 in 2016 and 2017
By STEPHEN BRAUN
The Associated Press

TODAY: Partly cloudy with
scattered showers
HIGH: 59 LOW: 43
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In this April 8 file photo, a City of Milwaukee Election
Commission worker processes absentee ballots for the
state’s primary election, in downtown Milwaukee, Wis.

The Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden
walks off stage after giving a speech on the Supreme Court at The Queen
Theater, Sunday, in Wilmington, Del.

Philadelphia.
After paying $91,000 in
2016, Biden’s last year as
vice president in the Obama
administration, the Bidens
paid $3.7 million to the
government in 2017, largely because of income from
book deals. Their latest
return shows that the couple’s adjusted gross earnings
of $985,233 came from his
vacated Penn position, Jill
Biden’s community college
teaching job and corporate
entities that hold their speaking and writing payments.
Harris and her husband,
attorney Douglas Emhoff,
paid $1,185,628 in combined
federal and state taxes on
earnings of $3,018,127.
The Biden campaign has
moved aggressively to capitalize on the Times reports
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Mary Nelson!
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WASHINGTON
—
Democratic
presidential
nominee Joe Biden paid
nearly $288,000 in federal income taxes last year,
according to returns he
released just hours before his
Tuesday night debate with
President Donald Trump.
The move came following a report from The New
York Times that Trump paid
just $750 in income taxes
in 2016, the year he ran for
president, and in 2017, his
first year in the White House.
Biden and his wife, Jill,
along with Biden’s running mate, California Sen.
Kamala Harris, released
their 2019 federal and state
returns as the president contends with the political fallout
from a series of Times reports
about Trump’s long-hidden
tax returns. The Times also
reported that Trump paid no
income tax at all in 10 of the
15 years prior to 2017.
The Bidens’ payment of
$287,693 to the federal government in 2019 showed
a substantial drop from
the $1.5 million they paid
in income taxes in 2018,
reflecting a decline in Biden’s
book revenue, his decision to
run for the presidency and
his leave of absence from
an academic post at the
University of Pennsylvania in
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about Trump’s tiny tax
payments. The campaign
released a media ad showing that nurses, firefighters
and other working-class
Americans pay far more in
annual federal taxes than the
$750 Trump tax payments
described by the Times.
Trump has denied the
Times report, dismissing it as
“fake news” at a press conference, but he has provided no
evidence to refute it.
With the release of their
2019 returns, the Bidens
have now made public 22
year of tax documents, dating back to the late 1990s,
when he was a U.S. senator representing Delaware.
Harris has released 15 years
of tax returns dating to her
stint as San Francisco district attorney.

Wisconsin justices
weigh removal of
130K from voter rolls
By SCOTT BAUER
The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — The Wisconsin Supreme Court
weighed Tuesday whether to go along with conservatives who
argue that 130,000 voters should be removed from the rolls
in the hotly contested presidential battleground state, while
the Democratic attorney general defended not purging them.
The Wisconsin case is one of several lawsuits across the
country, many in battleground states, that seek to purge voters from registration rolls. It is being closely watched because
President Donald Trump won the swing state by fewer than
23,000 votes in 2016. However, the lawsuit was unlikely to
be resolved by the state Supreme Court before the Nov. 3
election just five weeks away.
Justices on the court controlled 4-3 by conservatives gave
little indication during the hour-long oral arguments how
they were leaning.
The Wisconsin case hinges on whether voters who were
identified as potentially having moved should be removed
from the voter registration database. The Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty, a conservative law firm, argued that
the state elections commission broke the law when it did
See VOTING, A3
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