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Effort begins to make bay a research region

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is part 
one of a two-part story concern-
ing the endeavor to establish the 
Bay of Green Bay as a “non-regu-
latory” research reserve. Part two 
comes Friday and delves further 
into the local aspects of what area 
community members and leaders 
hope those efforts will bring for the 
Peshtigo/Marinette region, includ-
ing the potential development of 
a NOAA-funded, state-of-the-art 
research/visitor center.

MARINETTE—Absorbing a 

notion of the irreplaceable abun-

dance of resources inherent in the 

Bay of Green Bay’s coastal ecosys-

tems requires only a single still 

moment beneath the canopies 

of silver maple, elm, cottonwood 

and other forest species along the 

northeastern edge of the Peshtigo 

River, just before its waters spill 

into Green Bay.

The first ruddy beams of sun-

light skimming across low morn-

ing clouds, where the river fans 

out into a wide freshwater estu-

ary, stirs a calming multitude of 

soundscape ecology, to which 

can simply listen in that stillness. 

The sounds converge from every 

direction into a diverse orches-

tration: echoing primeval trills of 

various bird species; the nearby 

buzz of the firefly and the subse-

quent splash of a walleye break-

ing the river’s surface, aiming to 

make a meal of that large insect; 

and the millions of murmuring 

frogs.

And not to forget the plunk of 

a fisherman’s lure, proof of how 

area communities rely upon such 

aquatic environments for recre-

ation, economy and also, advance-

ment of science and education.

The bay represents one of the 

largest surface freshwater estuary 

systems on the planet, and there 

is no skimping on the details 

when it comes to the importance 

of its estuarine systems (See 

Understanding Estuary). And 

aligning with the University of 

Wisconsin-Green Bay’s (UWGB) 

30-years-and-going endeavor to 

protect that natural resource, 

officials with the university kick-

off a collaborative effort this week 

to raise public support to estab-

lish a large portion of the bay as a 

region dedicated to research, con-
servation, education and stew-
ardship.

THE NERR PROGRAM
Under the oversight and major 

funding of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) (See NERR by the 
numbers), a coordinated under-
taking between UWGB and var-
ious members and organiza-
tions of coastal bay communi-
ties (including the Peshtigo and 
Marinette areas) seeks to join 
a scientifically venerated net-
work of 29 sites across the nation 
of “non-regulated” research 
reserves. Together, those regions 
consist of over 1.3 million acres of 
coastal estuarine habitat.

If successful, a large regional 
area of the bay would enlist as 
part of a nationwide network 
of coastal zones designated as 
NERRs (National Estuarine 
Research Reserves) with one local 
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Waters of the Peshtigo River mingle in a complex system of physical and biological diversity with Lake 
Michigan, forming a broad estuarine ecosystem south of the City of Marinette. It represents just one 
among a vast number of estuaries along the Bay of Green Bay coastal regions and is currently under con-
sideration for inclusion in a National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).

GB-NERR informational meetings
UWGB in conjunction with NOAA 

will host two virtual events to provide 

more information about NERR pro-

gram.

The first virtual meeting is sched-

uled for Thursday at 7 p.m. and the 

second occurs Monday 19 at 4 p.m.

To join the live event visit the 

GB-NERR website at www.uwgb.

edu/national-estuarine-research-re-

serves/

Seeking area growth 
in science, education 

and economy 

J&J shots 
paused 

 due to clot 
danger 

By ZEKE MILLER, LAURAN NEERGAARD 

and MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —The U.S. 
on Tuesday recommended a 
“pause” in using the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine to investigate reports of 
rare but potentially dangerous 
blood clots, setting off a chain 
reaction worldwide and dealing 
a setback to the global vaccina-
tion campaign.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion announced that they were 
investigating unusual clots in 
six women between the ages of 
18 and 48. One person died.

The acting FDA commis-
sioner expected the pause to 
last only a matter of days. But 
the decision triggered swift 
action in Europe and elsewhere 
as the drugmaker and regula-
tors moved to halt the use of the 
J&J vaccine, at least for now. 
Hundreds of thousands of doses 
were due to arrive in European 

countries this week. The Euro-

pean Union has been plagued 

by supply shortages, logistical 

problems and concerns over 

blood clots in a small number of 

people who received the Astra-

Zeneca vaccine.

Any slowdown in the dis-

semination of the shots could 

have broad implications for 

the global vaccination effort. 

The J&J vaccine held immense 

promise because its single-dose 

regimen and relatively simple 

storage requirements would 

make it easier to use, especially 

in less affluent countries.

The clots, which happened 6 

to 13 days after vaccination in 

veins that drain blood from the 

brain, occurred together with 

low platelets, the fragments in 

blood that normally form clots.

More than 6.8 million doses 

of the J&J vaccine have been 

given in the U.S., the vast major-

ity with no or mild side effects.

Seth Shockley of Indianapo-

lis received the J&J vaccine Sun-

day and was initially worried 

when he heard about the poten-

tial side effects Tuesday. But his 

concerns faded when he learned 

there were only six confirmed 

cases of blood clots.

“I would much rather take the 

risk with the vaccine—a much 

smaller risk—than to risk it with 

COVID,” he said. Now he’s more 

worried that the reports could 

result in more people refusing 

to get vaccinated.

The Associated Press
A nurse fills a syringe with Johnson & Johnson’s one-dose COVID-
19 vaccine last month at the Vaxmobile, at the Uniondale Hemp-
stead Senior Center, in Uniondale, N.Y. U.S. health regulators on 
Tuesday is recommending a “pause” in using the vaccine to inves-
tigate reports of potentially dangerous blood clots.

Wisconsin and Michigan are 
suspending use of J&J vaccine

Menominee looks 
to streamline 

code enforcement
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The City of Menominee 

is working to streamline the code enforce-

ment process for property nuisances.

City Manager Tony Graff explained that 

the current process, with the necessary 

notices and possible court 

hearings, if started on Jan. 1 

can take all the way through 

the end of May or beyond 

to resolve. “It’s sort of sim-

ilar—but not as extensive—

to evictions, always erring 

toward the right of the prop-

erty owner to give time and 

chance to appeal and cor-

rect the problem. We’re still 

maintaining the same pro-

cess, with the first notice of 

a violation asking for com-

pliance without a citation, 

so that adds about 30 to 

45 days before a citation is 

written,” he said.

At the start of the pro-

cess when a violation is 

noticed, the property owner is contacted 

and sent an informal letter within 14 days 

asking to fix the problem. A formal notice 

of violation is sent after with a 30-day dead-

line, then a citation is issued. The property 

owner then has 14 days to appear in court 

and either deny, admit or admit with an 

explanation. If the owner admits, the dis-

trict court magistrate will make a judgment 

and impose sanctions. With an explanation, 

Nutter

Graff

See CODE, A3
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