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By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press
LANSING, Mich. —

Michigan lawmakers voted 

Thursday to prohibit water 

shutoffs across the state 

through March, reinstat-

ing a moratorium that was 

upended by a court ruling.

The bill, which received 

final approval 96-9 from 

the House, will be signed 

by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. 

It was among a number 

of pandemic-related mea-

sures approved by legisla-

tors—some with consensus, 

others along party lines—as 

they worked to fi nish busi-

ness before adjourning for 

the year.

Negotiations over $100 

million in aid for small busi-

nesses and laid-off work-

ers continued between the 

Democratic governor and the 

Republican-led Legislature.

Whitmer had barred 

water shutoffs in an order 

last spring. But the state 

Supreme Court in October 

declared unconstitutional 

a law that was the basis for 

the governor’s sweeping 

orders to curb the corona-

virus and provide relief such 

as a freeze on shutoffs.

“Water is a human right 

and, especially amid the 

COVID-19 pandemic, is essen-

tial to hydration, hygiene 

and public health,” said the 

bill sponsor, Democratic Sen. 

Stephanie Chang of Detroit. 

“It is my hope that this bill, 

combined with recent efforts 

by the city of Detroit, will give 
residents some peace of mind 
as we head into the new year 
and one less thing to worry 
about during this diffi cult 
time.”

Detroit last week announced 
an extension of shutoff protec-
tions through 2022.

In a House session that 
stretched past midnight 
into Friday, Republicans 
voted to limit the length 
of COVID-19 restrictions 
issued by the Whitmer 
administration to 28 days, 
unless they were extended 
by the Legislature.

The governor would veto 
the bill, which needs a fi nal 
Senate vote after a change 
was made to prevent the 
state health director from 
limiting capacity at places 
of worship or banning 
a religious practice. The 
current emergency order 
exempts places of worship 
and attendees from penal-
ties for a violation of gath-
ering limits.

Rep. Ben Freder-
ick, an Owosso Republi-
can, criticized Whitmer’s 
“heavy-handedness” and 
said the measure would give 
legislators a say.

“From the beginning of 
this pandemic, the people 
of Michigan have been put 
through a process of vaga-
ries and open-ended stress, 
denied hope and critical 
engagement, and any mea-
sure of certainty,” he said. 
“We as lawmakers have had 
a diminished voice on their 

behalf.”
Whitmer spokeswoman 

Tiffany Brown said last week 
that the Legislature has spent 
the better part of a year “try-
ing to tie the governor’s 
hands and hamper the ability 
to respond to a public health 
crisis that has killed more 
than 10,000 Michiganders.”

The House also broke on 
party lines in voting to repeal 
the 1945 law that was struck 
down by the high court and 
extending virus-related lia-
bility protections for health 
care providers to include 
psychiatric hospitals and 
nursing homes. Both bills 
could be vetoed.

The legal immunity bill 
would apply retroactively, 
starting Oct. 30 and lasting 
through Feb. 13.

The Legislature, by voice 
votes, also approved a reso-
lution to create a GOP-dom-
inated legislative commis-
sion that could try to block 
any new rules or regulations 
created by the Whitmer 
administration between 
when the Legislature 

offi cially adjourns late this 

month and a new one con-

venes Jan. 13. Republicans 

remain frustrated by the 

state health department’s 

order that has prohibited 

indoor restaurant dining 

and in-person instruction at 

high schools while also clos-

ing entertainment venues.

Democrats said such a 

panel, if formed, could halt 

rules promulgated by an 

agency between legislative 

session—not an order issued 

by a state officer such as 

Health and Human Services 

Director Robert Gordon.

Lawmakers did over-

whelmingly agree to extend 

public bodies’ ability to 

meet remotely through 

March. The House split 

60-43, however, on legisla-

tion that would let restau-

rants, gyms and enter-

tainment businesses defer 

their 2020 summer prop-

erty taxes until 2021 with-

out owing fees or interest.

Michigan lawmakers reinstate 
freeze on water shutoffs

By LAURAN NEERGAARD and

MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —The 

U.S. stood on the verge of 

adding a second COVID-19 

vaccine to its arsenal Friday 

as the outbreak descended 

deeper into its most lethal 

phase yet, with the nation 

regularly recording over 

3,000 deaths per day.

The Food and Drug 

Administration was eval-

uating a shot developed 

by Moderna Inc. and the 

National Institutes of 

Health and was expected to 

give it the green light soon, 

clearing the way for its use 

to begin as early as Monday.

That would give the U.S. a 

critical new weapon against 

the coronavirus in addition 

to the Pfi zer-BioNTech vac-

cine now being dispensed 

to millions of health care 

workers and nursing home 

patients as part of the big-

gest vaccination drive in 

U.S. history.

The go-ahead from 

the FDA would mark the 

world’s fi rst authorization 

of Moderna’s shots. Large 

but unfi nished studies show 

that both vaccines appear 

safe and strongly protec-

tive, though Moderna’s is 

easier to handle, since it 

does not need to be kept at 

ultra-frozen temperatures 
like the Pfizer-BioNTech 
shot. Both require two doses 
for full protection.

A second vaccine rep-
resents a ray of hope amid 
despair as the virus contin-
ues to spread unabated even 
before holiday gatherings 
certain to fuel the outbreak.

The scourge has claimed 
more than 310,000 U.S. lives 
and killed 1.6 million peo-
ple worldwide. New cases in 
the U.S. are running at over 
216,000 per day on average. 
Deaths per day have hit all-
time highs, eclipsing 3,600 
on Wednesday.

California has emerged 
as one of the most lethal hot 
spots, with hospitals run-
ning out of intensive care 
beds and ambulances lin-
ing up outside emergency 
rooms in scenes reminis-
cent of the calamity around 
New York City last spring.

The state on Thursday 
reported 52,000 new cases 
in a single day—equal to 

what the entire U.S. was 
averaging in mid-October—
along with a one-day record 
of 379 deaths and more than 
16,000 people in the hospi-
tal with COVID-19.

The goal is to get 80% 
or so of the U.S. population 
vaccinated by mid-2021 
to fi nally conquer the out-
break.

Even with Moderna’s 
doses added to the U.S. sup-
ply, however, there won’t be 
enough vaccine for the gen-
eral population until spring, 
and shots will be rationed 
in the meantime. And while 
health workers are enthusi-
astically embracing vacci-
nation, authorities worry 
the public may need more 
reassurance to ensure more 
people get in line when it’s 
their turn.

To help instill confi dence 
in the shot, Vice President 
Mike Pence received the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vacci-
nation on live TV Friday, 
along with Surgeon General 

Jerome Adams.

FDA clearance could 

help pave the way for other 

countries that are consid-

ering the Moderna vaccine. 

European regulators could 

authorize its use as soon as 

Jan. 6. Britain, Canada and a 

few other countries already 

have cleared the Pfi zer-Bi-

oNTech shot, with a Euro-

pean Union decision due 

Monday.

“What we want to always 

remember is one size does 

not fi t all. We want to have 

options,” said Dr. Paul 

Duprex of the University of 

Pittsburgh.

Moderna has about 5.9 

million doses ready for 

shipment set to begin over 

the weekend. Injections of 

health workers and nursing 

home residents continue 

next week, before other 

essential workers and vul-

nerable groups are allowed 

to get in line.

Both Moderna’s and 

Pfi zer-BioNTech’s shots are 

so-called mRNA vaccines, 

made with a groundbreak-

ing new technology. They 

use a piece of genetic code 

that trains the immune sys-

tem to recognize the spike 

protein on the surface of the 

virus, ready to attack if the 

real thing comes along.

Experts are hoping the 

two together will “break the 

back of the pandemic” when 

combined with masks and 

other precautions, said Dr. 

Arnold Monto of the Uni-

versity of Michigan, who 

chaired an advisory com-

mittee that publicly debated 

the shots’ evidence ahead of 

FDA’s decisions.

E m e r g e n c y 

authorization from the 

FDA means a vaccine is still 

experimental, with stud-

ies required to continue to 

track long-term safety and 

answer lingering questions.

Data provided to the 

FDA’s advisers show the 

Moderna vaccine was more 

than 94% effective at pre-

venting COVID-19 in peo-

ple 18 and older and that 

it strongly protected older 

adults, who are most vul-

nerable.

A study of more than 

30,000 volunteers uncov-

ered no major safety prob-

lems so far. Side effects typ-

ically seen with other vacci-

nations were common, such 

as sore arms, fever, fatigue 

and muscle aches, which are 

signs the immune system is 

revving up.

US awaits word on 
2nd vaccine

The Associated PRess
In thisJuly 27, fi le photo, Nurse Kathe Olmstead, right, gives volunteer Melissa Hart-
ing, of Harpursville, N.Y., an injection of a possible COVID-19 vaccine, developed by the 
National Institutes of Health and Moderna Inc., in Binghamton, N.Y. 

Country has more than 3,000 covid deaths daily

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press
LANSING, Mich. —Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer’s administration will lift a 
prohibition on in-person instruction 
at Michigan high schools, letting them 
reopen in January after the holiday 
break following a decline in corona-
virus cases.

Three people familiar with the 
pending announcement disclosed it to 
The Associated Press on Friday. They 
spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to 
speak publicly ahead of an afternoon 

news conference with the Democratic 

governor and top health offi cials.

All high schools have been vir-

tual since Nov. 18 following a spike in 

COVID-19 cases statewide. K-8 schools 

have been able to continue with on-site 

classes, though—as has been the case 

all fall—it is not required for them or 

high schools.

The state health department’s 

order expires at the end of Sunday. 

Much of it could be extended.

The order also has prohibited 

indoor restaurant dining and in-per-

son classes at colleges, closed enter-

tainment venues, barred organized 

sports and group fitness classes, 

required masks, and limited the size 

of residential gatherings.

State offi cials this week reported 

progress in the fi ght against the virus, 

saying new cases and hospitalizations 

continue to decline and expressing 

cautious optimism that Michigan has 

seen no spike related to Thanksgiving 

travel. They warned, though, that the 

case rate remains high.

State Department of Health and 

Human Services Director Robert 

Gordon has said the initial priority is 

reopening high schools, then enter-

tainment businesses where people can 

consistently wear masks—such as the-

aters and bowling centers if conces-

sions are closed.

Last week, private schools chal-

lenged the high school closure in 

court, saying it violates the constitu-

tional right to practice religion.

Whitmer administration to let 
high schools reopen

By Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES —Kobe Bryant’s widow has denounced 

a lawsuit from her mother claiming she is owed years of 

pay for working as an unpaid assistant and support prom-

ised by the basketball legend, who was killed in a helicop-

ter crash in January.

Vanessa Bryant issued a statement Thursday saying her 

mother was trying to “extort a fi nancial windfall,” the Los 

Angeles Times reported.

The 48-page lawsuit fi led by Sofi a Urbieta Laine, 68, 

claims Kobe Bryant “promised to take care” of her for life.

“Unfortunately, Kobe Bryant’s promise did not see the 

light of day as he is now deceased and Vanessa Bryant 

took each and every step she could to void and cancel 

all of Kobe’s promises,” the lawsuit claims, asserting that 

Vanessa Bryant never intended to honor those wishes.

Kobe Bryant, 13-year-old daughter Gianna and seven 

others died Jan. 26 when their helicopter crashed in the 

hills of Calabasas. Financial experts estimate Vanessa Bry-

ant inherited control of an estate worth up to $600 mil-

lion, the Times said.

Vanessa Bryant’s statement said she and her husband 

allowed her mother to live for free in one of their proper-

ties on the tony Newport Beach coast but never promised 

her anything or discouraged her from providing for herself.

“She was a grandmother who was supported by me 

and her son-in-law at my request,” Vanessa Bryant said. 

“She now wants to back charge me $96 per hour for sup-

posedly working 12 hours a day for 18 years for watching 

her grandchildren. In reality, she only occasionally baby-

sat my older girls when they were toddlers.”

Vanessa Bryant said that earlier this year she began 

looking for a new home for her mother and that her mother 

gave a TV interview in which she claimed she was being 

forced out of her home and to return a luxury car.

“Even after that betrayal, I was willing to provide my 

mother with monthly support for the rest of her life, and 

that wasn’t good enough,” Vanessa Bryant said. “She, 

instead, contacted me through intermediaries—contrary 

to what she claims, my phone number hasn’t changed—

and demanded $5 million, a house and a Mercedes SUV.”

Kobe Bryant’s widow 
slams lawsuit from 

mom seeking support

The Associated Press
In this March 4, 2018, fi le photo, Vanessa Laine Bryant, 
left, and Kobe Bryant arrive at the Oscars at the Dolby 
Theatre in Los Angeles. 

In-person classes can 
resume in January

“
“What we want to always remember is one 

size does not fi t all. We want to have options.”

Dr. Paul Duprex
University of Pittsburg

“
“Water is a human right and, especially amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic, is essential to hydra-

tion, hygiene and public health.”

Sen. Stephanie Change
Democract, Detroit


