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Good morning,

Patricia Zeurzius!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny

HIGH: 76  LOW: 57

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin 
Gov. Tony Evers on Thursday 
issued a statewide mask man-
date amid a spike in coronavirus 
cases, setting up a conflict with 
Republican legislative leaders and 
some conservatives who oppose 
such a requirement and success-
fully sued to kill the governor’s 
“safer at home” order.

Evers, a Democrat, declared a 
new public health emergency and 
ordered the wearing of masks for 
anyone age 5 and up starting on 
Saturday for all enclosed spaces 
except a person’s home. The new 
order also applies to outdoor bars 
and restaurants, except when 
people are eating or drinking.

Anyone who violates the order 

would be subject to a $200 fine. It 
is scheduled to run until Sept. 28.

“This virus doesn’t care about 
any town, city, or county bound-
ary, and we need a statewide 
approach to get Wisconsin back 
on track,” Evers said in a state-
ment, citing the recent rise in 
cases across the state.

The conservative-controlled 
Wisconsin Supreme Court in May 
tossed out an order from Evers’ 
health secretary closing most 
nonessential businesses in an 
attempt to slow the spread of the 
virus.

Republican Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos said he opposes a state-
wide mandate, but he indicated 
that he wouldn’t sue to stop it like 
he did the “safer at home” order.

“There are certainly constitu-

tional questions here,” Vos said. 
“I would expect legal challenges 
from citizen groups.”

Rick Esenberg, president of the 
conservative Wisconsin Institute 
for Law and Liberty, which has 

sued Evers several times, said the 
governor “lacks the legal author-
ity” to issue the order. Esenberg 
stopped short of promising a law-
suit, saying he was reviewing it.

Republican state Sen. Steve 
Nass, one of the Legislature’s most 
conservative members, called for 
lawmakers to meet in an emergen-
cy session to kill the order, which 
he called “illegal and unneces-
sary.” Evers said he would wel-
come the Legislature meeting to 
address the pandemic, which it 
hasn’t done since mid-April. But 
he said it was a “sad commentary” 
that Nass wanted to reconvene 
just to kill the mask order.

“Obviously he doesn’t believe 
that masks matter,” Evers said. 
“That’s fine, he can be one of those 
people that flouts the order. But to 
come in and have the Republicans 
say essentially we don’t believe in 
science, it’s pretty risky business. 
It’s risky political business and 
risky health business.”

See MANDATE, A3

By SCOTT BAUER

The Associated Press

Evers orders mask mandate

TOWN OF PESHTIGO — The 
Peshtigo Town Board addressed an 
unofficial Facebook discussion group 
for town residents during its July 21 
meeting. 

“The town has no need for a 
Facebook page,” Chairman Herman 
Pottratz said.

The issue was introduced as an 
agenda item by Pottratz and was dis-
cussed during the last meeting of the 
board. 

Both Pottratz and Treasurer 
Marsha Rettke were both quite vocal 
during the meeting about the group. 

The main issue that officials have 
with the page is that an unofficial 
discussion group is using the name 
“Town of Peshtigo” when they are not 
affiliated with the city.

“Use your own name,” Pottratz 
said.

When asked about the naming 

issue, one of the administrators of the 
page, Matthew Robert said, “To be 
clear, the name of the group is ‘The 
Town of Peshtigo Citizens Discussion’. 
My question is, do the people not have 
the legal right to use the name for a 
Facebook discussion group?”

After researching the topic, it has 
been confirmed that neither the Town 
nor City of Peshtigo hold a trademark 
for the name Peshtigo.

Pottratz and Rettke also objected to 
the fact that the group is private, has 
a set of rules, that if violated can get 
you kicked from the group, that it is 

not open to all Town of Peshtigo resi-
dents and the presence of misinforma-
tion on the page. 

When asked for comment regarding 
these complaints, Robert said, “The 
group votes on many things, especial-
ly on how to administer the group. The 
group voted to make it ‘only’ Town of 
Peshtigo residents recently with some 
exceptions. They also wanted it to (be) 
‘invite only’ so only current members 
could invite new members. The page 
is community managed in the sense 
that you have to report post(s) and 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Peshtigo Board clashes with 
Facebook discussion group
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Rough ride
Malorie Nuernberg, 4, Menominee, finds her balance 
as she hangs onto the slide Tuesday at Swing & Things 
in Menominee.

Statewide mask requirement 
is for anyone age 5 and older

The Associated Press

This image taken from video by the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services shows Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers on Thursday, in Madison, Wis. 
Evers issued a statewide mask mandate amid a spike in coronavirus cases.

““The concept of the page is great, but the problem is 

that they post inaccurate information about the town.” 

Marsha Rettke

Town of Peshtigo Treasurer

See FACEBOOK, A3

MENOMINEE — The 
City Council Committee of 
the Whole and the Planning 
Commission met in a joint 
meeting Tuesday to hear 
from SmithGroup, an archi-
tecture company from the 
Detroit area that has been 
assisting the Planning 
Commission on the city’s 
master land use plan, 
regarding a redevelopment 
plan for the M&M Plaza.

Kathleen Duffy of 
SmithGroup said the rede-
velopment of the M&M Plaza 
wasn’t originally part of the 
city’s master plan when 
SmithGroup started help-
ing the city with the mas-

ter plan. “When I was look-
ing back at our notes from 
meeting with the public 
when we were there (in fall of 
2018), a lot of their respons-
es were related to things 
that impact the M&M Plaza 
site; having more workforce 
development opportunities, 
housing, improving the 
gateways to the city and to 
downtown, the aesthetics 
of the Highway 41 corridor, 
and also promoting both 
the bay access and the river 
access,” she said.

Duffy said the M&M 
Plaza area came onto the 
radar for SmithGroup after 
K-Mart closed. “(The K-Mart 
area) had been planned for 
general commercial, and 
we’re thinking we probably 
want to re-think that a bit. 

We’re thinking about how 
this is a prime development 
opportunity as a gateway 
into the city and the state, 
so how could more happen 
on this site? In order for that 
to happen, the first step is 
to make sure your master 
plan envisions something 
there,” she said.

Duffy said the zoning 
for the area as a general 
commercial area wouldn’t 
make the most sense. “We 

think, in our expert opin-
ion as planners and design-
ers, that there’s a lot more 
potential for that site, if you 
want it to be there. We think 
the downtown transition 
district could be stretched 
along 10th Avenue to incor-
porate that, and we think 
you need a new mixed use 
district in your zoning as 
well,” she said.

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Plaza redevelopment discussed
■ Planning Commission meets with 
architecture company to consider options ““We’re thinking about how this is a 

prime development opportunity as a 

gateway into the city and the state, so 

how could more happen on this site?”

Kathleen Duffy

member of SmithGroup 

See PLAZA, A3

MADISON, Wis. (AP)  — Rural counties in northern 

Wisconsin that had largely been immune from the coro-

navirus pandemic are now seeing a surge in cases, with 

Iron County now having the state’s highest rate of active 

confirmed COVID-19 infections.

The number of confirmed infections in Iron County was 

in the single digits for four months before spiking in July, 

Virus spread hits 
rural, northern 

Wisconsin counties

See VIRUS, A3

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

• Serving Marinette & Menominee
• Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

• Medication Management
• Wound Care Management

• Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
• Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment


