
TWO PAGES E-NEWSLETTER EDITIONTUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020

100 YEARS AGO: Gifford Pinchot can not 
speak in Marinette. His itinerary provid-
ed for a speech in the western part of the 
state Thursday and it would be practically 
impossible for him to make this city. Instead, 
the state central committee has assigned 
Marinette one of the distinguished men of the 
nation who its to make only a few speeches 
in Wisconsin. James. R. Garfield, son of the 
martyr president, James. A Garfield will speak 
at the Marinette theater Friday. Mr. Garfield 
was secretary of the interior under President 
Roosevelt and one of the leading progressives 
of the country. Marinette is indeed fortunate to 
secure him for an address. The Garfield meet-
ing will be held at the Marinette theater on 
Friday night. To speak with Secretary Garfield, 
representing the new women voters, will be 
Mrs. Marshall Coolidge, wife of a cousin of 
Governor Coolidge, the next vice president of 
the nation. Mrs. Coolidge is the president of 
the federated woman’s clubs of Minnesota. 

50 YEARS AGO: More than a thousand peo-

ple attended dedication ceremonies and open 

house at the Marinette housing for the elderly 

facility Monday. The dedication was held in the 

community room of the building. The Rev. Ivan 

H. Miller, chairman of the Marinette Housing 

Authority, served as master of ceremonies and 

introduced people responsible for the planning 

and construction of the building. Mayor Edward 

Parsek said: “In 1967, the city council commit-

ted itself to provide adequate and wholesome 

housing for our senior citizens in their golden 

age of life. This dedication and open house 

today marks the successful accomplishments 

of reaching this goal.” He noted that the work 

is not completed and the Housing Authority is 

entrusted with the operation of the city. The 

city official praised Inland Steel Development 

Corporation under the direction of James 

Carley and Mrs. Marilyn Taylor, and Herb Fritz, 

architect, who designed the structure. 
25 YEARS AGO: High-risk teens taking part 

in pregnancy prevention projects funded by 
a state agency are significantly less likely to 
become pregnant or father a child than teens 
in the general Wisconsin population, accord-
ing to a recent report. The report, issued by 
the Legislative Audit Bureau, reviewed proj-
ects funded between 1990 and 1993 by 
the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention and 
Services board, an independent agency of 
state government. Among female participants 
in the board-funded programs, 96.8 percent 
did not become pregnant as teenagers, while 
91.1 percent of female adolescents in the 
communities served by board projects did 
not become pregnant as teens. While area 
nurses and pregnancy counselors agree that 
education is important in preventing pregnan-
cies, they noted that sometimes the education 
comes too late. According to Judy Alwin, nurse 
at Marinette High School, only half of all sexu-
ally active teenage girls receive family planning 
services from clinics or private physicians. 
10 YEARS AGO: Relentless winds gusting 

upward of 50 mph wreaked havoc on utili-
ty lines throughout the area Tuesday, leaving 
47,000 Wisconsin Public Service customers 
without power as of 4:30 p.m. Tuesday. With 
similar weather forecast for Wednesday, some 
of those customers could be without power 
until Thursday at the earliest, according to WPS 
Community Relations Director Jenny Short. 
For the most part, the cities of Marinette and 
Menominee escaped the brunt of Tuesday’s 
storm, but rural, heavily forested areas to the 
north and west in both counties have been 
experiencing an extremely high number power 
line incidents. By 6:30 p.m., there were more 
than 1,100 incidents — each requiring a visit 
from a WPS crew — an extraordinarily high 
number, according to Short. The number of line 
incidents at a single time rarely tops 500, she 
said. “We’re expecting to be in this for the long 
haul. This is going to be a multiple-day storm. 
I’m sure tomorrow we’ll still be getting outages 
in because these winds are predicted to last 
until tomorrow evening,” Short explained.

PESHTIGO — Students in physical 
education classes in the Peshtigo School 
District have been learning an array of 
outdoor recreation skills including how to 
canoe and kayak.

Peshtigo physical education teacher 
Jerome Hurley said, “Kayaking is a good 
physical activity. It’s something anyone 
can do, regardless of one’s athletic skill. 
Everyone can kayak.”

Anne Bartels, Marinette County envi-
ronmental education specialist, helps to 
supply the canoes to allow the fifth- and 
sixth-grade students in Peshtigo kayak and 
canoe several times.

“We wouldn’t be able to do this without 
her help, we want to thank Anne Bartels,” 
said Hurley.

Physical education teacher Jess Herbst 
said, “Canoeing also teaches students to 
work together as a team.” Herbst shared an 
experience of teamwork and canoeing. “We 
had one student put his paddle down while 
he was out on the water. He was ready 
to give up until he learned that giving up 
wasn’t an option. He soon realized that he 
needed to work together as a team or he 
wasn’t getting back to shore. He pushed 
through it and enjoyed the rest of the expe-
rience.”

“At first I was super nervous, but once 
I got in, it was so much fun,” said student 
Mallory Allard.

Sixth-grade students, Desarae Castor 
added, “I like kayaking the best because we 
get to go fast!”

Physical education teachers in Peshtigo 
are teaching some students in-person, 
some blended, and some are being taught 
fully virtually. “For some students, kayak-
ing and canoeing isn’t an option. Even with 
students not joining us in person, we can 
still get them into other outdoor recreation-
al activities they can do alone or with their 
families,” Herbst said.

“Teaching physical education is more 
than physical fitness. It’s about socializing, 
exploring, and trying new things, espe-

cially with friends and family members,” 
Hurley added.

Part of the fifth- and sixth-grade rec-
reational activity unit involves reviewing 
outdoor games. They also review backyard 
games like ladder ball, bocce ball, bean 
bag toss, horse and ping pong. Teachers 
hope to encourage virtual students to stay 
physically active and interact with family 
members, especially now in this time of 
quarantine.

In physical education classes at the high 
school, teachers have been getting students 
outside to enjoy outdoor recreation, too. 
Two activities students at the high school 
level have been participating in include 
cycling and inline skating.

Physical education teacher Sheri Morrell 
said, “In this time of virtual teaching and 
learning, students live a very sedentary 
day. We want to teach them to stay active 
and relieve stress. Getting  students to try 
out new physical activities they may not 
have participated in before is really import-
ant.”

Teacher Tye Schoenebeck said, “We 
want to provide activities that students can 
participate in with parents, friends, or by 
themselves. Teaching students choices and 
ideas for lifetime activities to do either alone 
or with friends is very important.”

“I like physical education class for many 

reasons. I like being able to take off my 
mask and talk with my friends while bik-
ing. I also like that there is no winner. 
Everyone wins,” stated high school student 
Madison Malek.

“An opportunity to get outside and enjoy 
the outdoors makes my day a lot better,” 
Freshman Payton Demmith added.

Peshtigo physical education teachers all 
agree that teaching students to stay active 
and get outside is really important.

Morrell said, “ I love seeing kids being 
active, laughing, competing and enjoying 
themselves in class. We often see many 
students blossom in our classroom when 
they may be struggling in others.”

“It’s really important for students to have 
these experiences they might not otherwise 
have the opportunity to do in the future,” 
Herbst also said. 

“I have had numerous parents ask about 
buying a kayak and say that their fami-
ly went kayaking and camping together 
because their son or daughter loved learn-

ing about it in our recreation unit,” shared 
Hurley. “Seeing the growth and having an 
opportunity to have a positive impact on 
someone’s life, that’s why I’m a teacher.”

Schoenebeck said, “We as teachers are 
able to see young people start at one point 
in their mental and physical ability and we 
are fortunate to see them grow to a whole 
new level. Physical activity builds confi-
dence. Teenagers need more confidence. I 
love seeing kids ‘get it!’”

Morrell also said, “I love seeing students 
grow into young adults and I hope I have 
played a small part in them becoming 
happy, successful adults.”

Freshman Lucy Lemire said, “Physical 
education class is the only time of day I can 
just relax my mind and see my friends.”

“Trying your best and not giving up is 
the best feeling in the world and that’s what 
we’re taught. You can’t just wake up and be 
amazing at something. You have to prac-
tice, work hard, and we don’t give up,” said 
Emma Nutt, ninth-grade student.
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Outdoor recreation teaches life skills
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A group of Peshtigo sixth-graders canoe and kayak on the Peshtigo River 

Peshtigo middle and high school 
students take to kayaking, canoing

““Teaching physical edu-

cation is more than physical 

fitness. It’s about socializ-

ing, exploring, and trying 

new things, especially with 

friends and family mem-

bers.” 

Jerome Hurley

physical education teacher

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Wisconsin says nobody who played 
in the season opener Friday night 
tested positive for COVID-19 or 
reported having any symptoms 
beforehand, amid weekend reports 
that quarterback Graham Mertz 
has tested positive.

The Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel and Wisconsin State 
Journal reported Mertz would be 
taking a second test to determine 
whether his first test was a false 
positive. The Journal-Sentinel 
reported Mertz’s positive test 
came Saturday, one day after the 
Badgers’ 45-7 home victory over 
Illinois.

School officials say they won’t 
release any testing information 
regarding individual athletes due 
to privacy concerns.

Big Ten protocols say that ath-
letes who test positive through 
point-of-contact daily testing must 
take a polymerase chain reaction 
test to confirm the first result. If 
that second test confirms a positive 
result, the athlete can’t play again 
for at least 21 days.

The ninth-ranked Badgers visit 
Nebraska, host Purdue and travel 

to No. 13 Michigan in their next 

three games.

All athletes who test positive 

must self-isolate for 10 days. The 

athlete also must undergo compre-

hensive cardiac testing and then 

receive clearance from a cardiolo-

gist designated by the university 

before returning to action.

Wisconsin said it’s continuing 

to conduct daily antigen testing for 

players, coaches and selected sup-

port staff.

Mertz set a school record 

for completion percentage and 

matched a school record for touch-

down passes in a game with five in 

his first career start. The redshirt 

freshman went 20 of 21 for 248 

yards.

He was pressed into action 

because returning starter Jack 

Coan underwent foot surgery on 

Oct. 7, leaving him out indefinite-

ly. Wisconsin’s only other scholar-

ship quarterbacks are sophomore 

Chase Wolf and junior Danny 

Vanden Boom.

Wolf entered the Illinois game 

late in the fourth quarter but didn’t 

attempt a pass.

Statement issued amid 
reports Mertz tests positive

The Associated Press

Wisconsin quarterback Graham Mertz throws a pass during the 
first half of an NCAA college football game against Illinois Friday, in 
Madison, Wis. 

With eight days before Election 
Day, more people already have cast 
ballots in this year’s presidential 
election than voted early or absen-
tee in the 2016 race as the start of 
in-person early voting in big states 
led to a surge in turnout in recent 
days.

The opening of early voting loca-
tions in Florida, Texas and else-
where has piled millions of new 
votes on top of the mail ballots 
arriving at election offices as voters 
try to avoid crowded places on Nov. 
3 during the COIVD-19 pandemic.

The result is a total of 58.6 mil-
lion ballots cast so far, more than 
the 58 million that The Associated 
Press logged as being cast through 
the mail or at in-person early voting 
sites in 2016.

Democrats have continued to 
dominate the initial balloting, but 
Republicans are narrowing the gap. 
GOP voters have begun to show 
up at early in-person voting, a 
sign that many heeded President 
Donald Trump’s unfounded warn-
ings about mail-voting fraud.

On Oct. 15, Democratic reg-
istrants cast 51% of all ballots 
reported, compared with 25% 
from Republicans. On Sunday, 
Democrats had a slightly smaller 
lead, 51% to 31%.

The early vote totals, reported by 
state and local election officials and 
tracked by the AP, are an imperfect 
indicator of which party may be 
leading. The data only shows party 
registration, not which candidate 
voters support. Most GOP voters 
are expected to vote on Election 
Day.

Analysts said the still sizable 
Democratic turnout puts extra 
pressure on the Republican Party 
to push its voters out in the final 
week and on Nov. 3. That’s espe-
cially clear in closely contested 
states such as Florida, Nevada and 
North Carolina.

“This is a glass half-full, glass 

half-empty situation,” said John 
Couvillon, a Republican pollster 
who tracks early voting close-
ly. “They’re showing up more,” he 
added, but “Republicans need to 
rapidly narrow that gap.”

In Florida, for exam-
ple, Democrats have outvoted 
Republicans by a 596,000 margin 
by mail, while Republicans only 
have a 230,000 edge in person. In 
Nevada, where Democrats usually 
dominate in-person early voting but 
the state decided to send a mail bal-
lot to every voter this year, the GOP 
has a 42,600 voter edge in-person 
while Democrats have a 97,500 
advantage in mail ballots.

“At some point, Republicans have 
to vote,” said Michael McDonald, a 
University of Florida political sci-
entist who tracks early voting on 
ElectProject.org. “You can’t force 
everyone through a vote center 
on Election Day. Are you going to 
expect all those Republicans to 
stand in line for eight hours?”

Campaigns typically push their 
voters to cast ballots early so they 
can focus scarce resources chas-
ing more marginal voters as the 
days tick down to Election Day. 
That usually saves them money on 
mailers and digital ads — some-
thing the cash-strapped Trump 
campaign would likely want — and 
minimizes the impact of late sur-

prises that could change the race.
Trump’s campaign has been 

pushing its voters to cast ballots 
early, but with limited success, 
delighting Democrats. “We see 
the Trump campaign, the RNC 
(Republican National Committee) 
and their state parties urging 
Trump’s supporters to vote by 
mail while the president’s Twitter 
account says it’s a fraud,” Tom 
Bonier, a Democratic data analyst, 
said on a recent call with reporters. 
“The Twitter account is going to win 
every time.”

By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
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Early vote total exceeds 2016
■ GOP chips at 
Dems’ advantage

The Associated Press

Voters line up in front of the Yonkers Public Library in Yonkers, N.Y., on 
Saturday, as the first day of early voting in the presidential election 
begins across New York state.

““At some point, 

Republicans have to 

vote. You can’t force 

everyone through a vote 

center on Election Day. 

Are you going to expect 

all those Republicans 

to stand in line for eight 

hours?”

Michael McDonald

political scientist


