
KALAMAZOO, Mich. (AP) 

—A judge on Friday declined 

to immediately stop a three-

week ban on indoor dining 

in Michigan, the latest coro-

navirus restriction imposed 

by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 

administration.

A restraining order 

wasn’t appropriate, espe-

cially when the state hasn’t 

had a chance to respond to 

the lawsuit, U.S. District 

Judge Paul Maloney said.

The Michigan Restau-

rant & Lodging Associa-

tion, which has thousands 

of members, is suing to try 

to stop the indoor dining 

ban that began Wednes-

day. The group said restau-

rants can take further steps 

to reduce coronavirus risk 

without cutting off custom-

ers.

The group said its 

members were being 

unfairly treated compared 

to other businesses. The 

judge wasn’t swayed.

“Individuals who patron-

ize the businesses that 

remain open can do so—and 

must do so—while wearing a 

face covering. ... In contrast, 

individuals cannot eat or 

drink while wearing a mask,” 

Maloney said.

Maloney set a hearing for 

Nov. 30, nearly two weeks 

into the three-week ban.

Association president 

Justin Winslow said the 

denial of a restraining 

order means “several more 

restaurant workers will 

be losing their jobs in the 

coming days as restaurants 

remain closed.”

In-person classes at high 

schools and colleges are also 

prohibited for three weeks, 

and casinos, theaters and 

exercise classes are closed.
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By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —
The leader of the Wiscon-
sin Department of Health 
Services assured Republi-
can lawmakers in a letter 
this week that the agency 
is committed to expanding 
the popular SeniorCare pro-
gram to cover vaccines as 
required under a state law 
passed in April as part of a 
coronavirus relief package.

Andrea Palm, secretary 
of the department and the 
state’s top health offi cial, 
was responding to concerns 
raised earlier this month 
by the then-co chairs of the 
Legislature’s budget com-
mittee. They questioned 
why vaccine coverage had 
not been added to Senior-
Care more than six months 

after the law changed 
requiring it.

Palm, in a response dated 
Thursday and provided to 
The Associated Press on 
Friday, said that federal 
approval of changes needed 
to enact the law had been 
requested and was pend-
ing. She emphasized that 
nearly all SeniorCare par-
ticipants are also enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and B 
which cover the fl u vaccine 
and the eventual COVID-19 
vaccine.

However, the shingles 
vaccine is covered under 
the optional Medicare Part 
D. That would be covered 
under SeniorCare once the 
program is expanded as the 
law required.

State Rep. John Nygren 
and state Sen. Alberta Dar-
ling raised concerns with 
Palm in the Nov. 6 letter.

Expanding the services 
“improves the quality of 
care offered to Wisconsin’s 
seniors and will help pro-
tect a vulnerable popula-
tion from COVID-19 when 
a vaccine is developed and 
approved,” Darling and 
Nygren wrote.

Nygren did not imme-
diately reply to a mes-
sage seeking comment on 
Palm’s response that federal 
approval of the expanded 
program was pending. Dar-
ling has since been replaced 
as co-chair of the commit-
tee.

SeniorCare is a state pre-
scription drug assistance 
program for people over age 
65 who make up to $30,625 
a year. There are about 
95,000 people in the pro-
gram. The expanded vac-
cine coverage is expected to 
cost about $80,000 a year.

Health agency says it’s 
committed to vaccines

Judge won’t upset ban on 

indoor dining during virus spike
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON —Michigan 
state legislators headed to the 
White House on Friday as Pres-
ident Donald Trump made an 
extraordinary and sure-to-be 
futile attempt to block Joe Biden’s 
victory in the battleground state 
and subvert the results of the 2020 
presidential election.

The state has yet to certify its 
results for Biden, who won Mich-
igan by more than 154,000 votes, 
according to unoffi cial results. 
Trump and his allies have been try-
ing to convince judges and law-
makers in the state to set aside the 
popular vote and swap in Repub-
lican-chosen electors.

The president personally called 
two county canvass board offi cials 
earlier this week who had refused 
to certify the results in Wayne 
County, the state’s most populous 
county and one that overwhelm-
ingly favored Biden. The two GOP 
offi cials eventually agreed to cer-
tify the results, but following 
Trump’s call, they later said they 
had second thoughts.

Then Trump invited Republi-
can state legislators to Washing-
ton. As he departed Detroit for 
Washington on Friday morning, 
state Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Shirkey was swarmed by activists 

bearing signs that read: “Respect 
the Vote” and “Protect Democ-
racy.” House Speaker Lee Chatfi eld 
was also headed to D.C., as were at 
least two other GOP leaders.

“What this president is doing 
unconscionable,” said former 
Bush administration official 
Christine Todd Whitman. “It is 
unacceptable. It’s un-American 
and it’s a dereliction of his duty.”

White House press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said it was 
“not an advocacy meeting” and 
insisted Trump “routinely meets 
with lawmakers from across the 
country.” But such meetings are 
in fact rare, particularly now as 
Trump has maintained a low-pro-
fi le since his electoral loss to Biden.

Some Michigan legislators 
have reported being deluged with 
calls and emails from Trump sup-
porters demanding that they 
intervene. The House GOP cau-
cus has prepared a 732-word stock 
response that pushes back, stating 
that state law clearly requires that 
electors be nominated by the party 
that wins the most votes.

U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell, 
D-Mich., whose district includes 
portions of Wayne County, said 
Trump was totally out of line.

The Michigan effort is among 
multiple last-ditch tactics Trump 
and his allies are using to chal-
lenge his defeat. His team also 
has suggested in a legal challenge 
that Pennsylvania set aside the 

popular vote there and pressured 
county offi cials in Arizona to delay 
certifying vote tallies. At the White 
House, discussions were under-
way about extending an invite to 
Pennsylvania’s Republican legis-
lative leadership as well.

Election law experts see it all as 
the last, dying gasps of the Trump 
campaign and say Biden is certain 
to walk into the Oval Offi ce come 
January. But there is great con-
cern that Trump’s effort is doing 
real damage to public faith in the 
integrity of U.S. elections.

Specialists on Michigan elec-
tion law said the state Board of 
Canvassers is limited in scope and 
its primary responsibility is to cer-
tify the results.

Trump’s own election secu-
rity agency has declared the 2020 
presidential election to have been 
the most secure in history. Days 
after that statement was issued, 
Trump fi red the agency’s leader.

The increasingly desperate 
and erratic moves have no rea-
sonable chance of changing the 
outcome of the 2020 election, in 
which Biden has now received 
more votes than any other pres-
idential candidate in history and 
has clinched the 270 Electoral Col-
lege votes needed to win.

But the Republican presi-
dent’s constant barrage of base-
less claims, his work to person-
ally sway local offi cials who cer-
tify votes and his allies’ refusal to 

admit he lost is likely to have a last-
ing negative impact on the coun-
try. Legions of his supporters don’t 
believe he lost.

The two GOP canvassers in 
Michigan’s Wayne County said in 
a statement late Wednesday they 
lacked confi dence that the elec-
tion was fair and impartial. But 
there has been no evidence of 
impropriety or fraud in Michigan, 
election offi cials have said.

Michigan’s four-member state 

canvassing board, made up of two 
Democrats and two Republicans, 
is expected to meet Monday to 
determine the results of the elec-
tion after receiving totals from all 
83 counties. If it does not certify 
Biden’s victory, it is likely a court 
would order the members to do so.

The Michigan Legislature 
would be called on to select elec-
tors if Trump succeeded in con-
vincing the board not to certify 
the results.

Trump to meet Michigan leaders in bid to subvert election

The Associated Press
Former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani, a lawyer for President Donald 
Trump, speaks during a news conference at the Republican National 
Committee headquarters, Thursday in Washington.

MARINETTE—The seventh 

round of daytime fall shock-

ing surveys, targeting trout and 

salmon on the lower Menominee 

& Peshtigo rivers, was completed 

Thursday.

Lower Menominee River

The surveys found that the air 

temperature is in the 50s, the sur-

veyors found a decent number of 

trout in the river. The tempera-

ture and water fl ow had increased 

since last week.

Hattie Street Bridge has not 

been surveyed for several weeks 

because of high water fl ow and 

because trout were in inaccessible 

parts of the water. Trout remained 

inaccessible on the day of the sev-

enth survey. Despite this, the sur-

veyors had the largest number of 

trout catches this season.

The survey team said they 

believe more trout are entering 

the water daily. A Sturgeon Bay 

crew also did an electrofi shing 

survey to target whitefi sh in the 

lower Menominee River. In addi-

tion to netting whitefi sh, they net-

ted, measured, and gave a top cau-

dal (tail) clip to 21 brown trout and 

14 rainbow trout before returning 

them to the water. Only one of 

the brown trout—no rainbows—

that the surveyors caught Thurs-

day had a top caudal clip, which 

means many new fi sh moved in 

overnight.

Twenty-two brown trout were 

captured, ranging from 19.9 to 34 

inches. Eighteen of those brown 

trout had an adipose fin clip, 

indicating seeforellen (German) 

brown trout stocked within the 

last 4 years by Wisconsin DNR.

Ten rainbow trout were sam-

pled (22—28.7 inches). Six Chi-

nook salmon were observed, 

mostly along the Michigan side 

downstream from the railroad 

bridge. Six yearling Great Lakes 

spotted muskies that were stocked 

a few months ago were observed, 

mostly between Stephenson 

Island and the library. Whitefi sh 

are still present but numbers are 

declining compared to previous 

weeks. A few adult walleye and 

redhorse species were observed.

The surveyors did not sur-

vey the lower Peshtigo River this 

week.

People may fi nd fi shing reports 

updated weekly on the WDNR 

webpage. At the bottom of that 

page, there is a place to sign up 

to receive those fi shing reports 

directly to one’s email.

Trout surveys completed in Menominee River
This is the 7th round of surveys targeting trout 
and salmon in Menominee and Peshtigo rivers

Special to the EagleHerald
Above is an image of a 27.1 inch Rainbow Trout collected during Thurs-
day’s survey of the Lower Menominee River.

EagleHerald/Brian Bell

District donation
Parents in the Marinette School District pick up fi re extinguishers Wednesday in the parking lot at Marinette High School. Johnson Controls Inc. donated a fi re extin-
guisher for every family in the school district.

““Individuals who patronize the businesses 

that reamin open can do so while wearing a 

face covering.”

Paul Maloney

U.S. District Court Judge


