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Good morning,

Gordon Simpson!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny
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MENOMINEE — With 
the August primary elec-
tion around the corner, the 
EagleHerald reached out to 
both Republican candidates 
for Menominee County 
Sheriff: Joe Grinsteiner and 
Pat Armbrust.

Armbrust declined 
to be interviewed by the 
EagleHerald.

Grinsteiner said, if elect-
ed, he would bring a fiscally 
responsible, rural-Menomi-
nee County perspective to 
the position.

“Rural county needs are 
overflowing and we need a 
rural sheriff who lives out-
side the city limits,” he said. 
Ensuring law enforcement 
coverage in the rural parts 
of the county is important 

to him, as a life-long resi-
dent himself, he said.

“The city is covered by 
both the city police and 
sometimes the state police, 
we really need the cover-
age out in the rural parts 
of the county,” Grinsteiner 
explained.

He said he admires cur-
rent Menominee County 
Sheriff Kenny Marks 
for ensuring the rural 
Menominee County area 
had sufficient law enforce-
ment coverage.

“Honestly, I think Kenny 
Marks is one of the best 
sheriffs we’ve ever had,” 
Grinsteiner said. Marks, 
who will not be seek-
ing re-election for anoth-
er term, is also from the 
rural Menominee County 
area. Grinsteiner said he 
was concerned that Marks’ 
replacement would be 
someone who did not focus 
as much attention on rural 

Menominee County.
Grinsteiner said several 

members of his family are 
or have been members of 
law enforcement and he is 
a volunteer with the Mellen 
Township Fire Department 
and EMS 114. He said he’s 
been volunteering for 28 
years and attributes the 
extra time he has to vol-
unteer on these agencies 
because he’s been self-em-
ployed since he was 14. 
He has owned businesses 
across the Midwest.

“I know how to run a 
business, and this allowed 
me to volunteer because I 
can make my own hours,” 
he said.

Focusing on ways the 
sheriff’s department can 
use its budget efficiently 
and save the county money 
is something Grinsteiner 
said he would like to do, if 
elected sheriff. He said his 
experience as a business 

owner would allow him the 
knowledge and background 
to do this.

Grinsteiner said he 
would also like to focus on 
drug remediation and reha-
bilitation and providing 
help with people who have 
mental health needs.

Menominee County’s 
lack of a mental health 
facility is one concern that 
Grinsteiner said he would 
like to address as sheriff.

“There’s no mental health 
facility south of Marquette,” 
he said. “I don’t care if it’s 
drugs or mental health, if 
someone asks for help, we 
need to be able to help them 
because they may change 
their mind a day later.”

He said he would like to 
develop a facility for people 
in crisis that can provide 
counselors and mental 
health professionals.

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer
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Grinsteiner lays out platform
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Joe Grinsteiner relaxes in the shade with his 
dog Rosanna, Wednesday at his farm in Wallace. Grinsteiner 
is running for Menominee County Sheriff and will appear on 
the Aug. 4 primary election ballot.

Grinsteiner, Armbrust to be on Republican primary ballot

MADISON, Wis. — Federal prosecutors 
worked Wednesday to dispel concerns that 
federal agents headed to a number of U.S. 
cities will be used to break up protests, 
insisting that the agents will work side-by-
side with local and state investigators to 
solve violent crimes.

President Donald Trump recently sent 
federal agents to Portland, Oregon, to pro-
tect federal property during the almost 
daily protests in the city since the May 25 
death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. The 
move has drawn heavy criticism because 
the agents have been accused of overstep-
ping that mandate, arresting people with-
out probable cause, whisking them away 
in unmarked cars and using excessive 
force. Oregon’s governor, Kate Brown, said 
Wednesday that the agents would begin a 
“phased withdrawal” from Portland start-
ing Thursday.

Trump announced last week that he 
was sending agents to more U.S. cities, 
including Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit and 
Milwaukee, to combat a rise in violent 
crime as part of an operation that start-

ed last year. The operation was dubbed 
Operation Relentless Pursuit but was 
renamed Operation Legend after 4-year-
old LeGend Taliferro was shot and killed in 
Kansas City, Missouri, last month.

That announcement that federal agents 
would be deployed through Operation 
Legend raised fears among Democrats that 
those agents’ real mission would be to bust 
up protests and make liberal-leaning cities 
look bad as Trump seeks to win re-election.

“This president is abusing his power 
and public resources to fuel a twisted cam-
paign strategy,” Libby Schaaf, the mayor of 
Oakland, California, said during a confer-
ence call with reporters Wednesday.

Matthew Krueger, the U.S. attorney in 
Milwaukee, told reporters during a news 
conference earlier Wednesday that the 
media was confusing agents’ missions. 
Agents being sent to cities other than 
Portland were part of a U.S. Department of 
Justice effort to bolster manpower in high-
crime cities dubbed Operation Legend, he 
said. That initiative began in December. 
It was supposed to have been expanded 
this spring but the coronavirus pandemic 

By TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press

Prosecutors dispel concerns 
over agents heading to cities
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Fun with daughters
Ali Linstad, Menominee, pushes her two daughters Clar Linstad, 3, (left) and Lauren Linstad, 1, at 
Swings & Things Playground, Tuesday in Menominee.

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Wednesday 
dismissed Democratic demands 
for aid to cash-strapped cities in 
a new coronavirus relief package 
and lashed out at Republican allies 
as talks stalemated over assis-
tance for millions of Americans. 
Another lawmaker tested positive 
for the virus.

Republicans, beset by delays 
and infighting, signaled a willing-
ness to swiftly approve a modest 
package to revamp a $600 week-
ly unemployment benefit that’s 
running out. But House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., roundly 
rejected that approach as meager, 
all but forcing Republicans back 
to the negotiating table. Without 

action, the aid expires Friday.
“We’re nowhere close to the 

deal,” said White House chief 
of staff Mark Meadows. He said 
they’re “miles apart.”

Stark differences remain 
between the $3 trillion propos-
al from Democrats and $1 tril-
lion counter from Republicans, a 
standoff that is testing Trump and 
Congress ahead of the November 
election and putting aid for com-
munities nationwide at risk.

Pelosi said the best way to 
reopen schools and the economy 
is to defeat the virus, and that 
can’t be done with the “skinny” bill 
Republicans are rushing to cobble 
together. “They still don’t get it,” 
Pelosi said.

The virus toll continued to 
mount in the U.S., with 4.4 mil-
lion confirmed cases and deaths 
passing 150,000. Outspoken Rep. 
Louie Gohmert, R-Texas, who often 
objects to mask-wearing, became 
the latest lawmaker at the Capitol 

By LISA MASCARO

AP Congressional Correspondent

Virus aid talks 
stalemate

■ Trump dismisses 
request to help cities

U.S. court officials in 
Oregon are reviewing bans 
on future protesting that 
were placed on some people 
arrested during protests in 
Portland after some raised 
concerns that the prohi-
bitions violated the First 
Amendment.

“We’re reviewing every 
case again right now and 
looking at the wording of 
some of the conditions,” 
Brian Crist, chief pretrial 
services officer for the U.S. 
District Court in Portland, 
said Wednesday. “A lot of 
this I think will be resolved.”

Crist said he couldn’t 
comment on individu-
al cases, but he noted the 
court looks at each defen-
dant individually and 
doesn’t have “blanket con-
ditions” that are placed on 
everyone.

Portland has seen night-

ly protests for more than 
two months since the police 
killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. The unrest 
intensified after federal 
agents were dispatched to 
protect a downtown U.S. 
courthouse.

The protest bans, first 
reported by ProPublica, 
were imposed in at least 
a dozen cases — most of 

them involving misdemean-
or charges of failing to obey 
a lawful order. Defendants 
had to agree to the prohibi-
tions in order to be released 
from jail while they await 
trial.

Some of the protest bans 
were hand-written in the 
court documents, others 
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Federal court to review ‘protest bans’
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■ Ban may 
violate First 

Ammendment
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The Associated Press

Demonstrators, including members of the “Wall of Moms,” 
top right, shield themselves from crowd control munitions 
and tear gas launched by federal officers during a Black 
Lives Matter protest at the Mark O. Hatfield United States 
Courthouse Wednesday, in Portland, Ore.


