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TODAY: Increasing clouds. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

HIGH: 30     LOW: 20

DEATHS
Coakley, Shirley Ann
Gustafson, Nancy A.
Hanson, William H.
Jarman, Richard H.
Frederick, Kenneth P.

INSIDE
Local: Concern is growing about 

graffiti on lighthouse, as it could 

be a hate crime. A3

Sports: Lions suffer heartbreak-

ing loss. B1

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer
ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—Law-
yers representing the var-
ious marijuana retail-
ers competing to open in 
Menominee already are 
poking holes in each oth-
er’s legal filings as they 
attempt to persuade the 
41st Circuit Court to decide 
in their favor.

They’re in a battle over 
who should receive the 
precious two adult-use 
recreational marijuana 

retail licenses in the city of 
Menominee.

By limiting the num-
ber of recreational mari-
juana stores, the city has 
upped the stakes involved. 
Whoever wins the coveted 
licenses stands to ring up 
big sales because of the 
lack of competition here.

Several companies that 
didn’t receive a recreation-
al-marijuana retail license 
are trying to invalidate the 
process to receive another 
chance at a license. Some 
also are attempting to 
block the two awarded 
recreational-use retail 

licenses, Rize and The Fire 
Station Cannabis Co., from 
opening until the cases are 
resolved.

In Motions to Inter-
vene, Rize and The Fire 
Station said their due pro-
cess rights are at stake if 
the court decides the other 
cases without considering 
their positions. They want 
to be allowed to proceed 
with their plans to open 
marijuana stores here.

Attorneys for several 
suing companies will likely 
end up arguing against the 
city in one large, consoli-
dated case to save time and 

money, while Rize and The 

Fire Station could argue in 

the city’s favor to keep their 

licenses.

In hearings Tuesday, 

Judge Mary Brouillette 

Barglind listened to attor-
neys for various suing 
companies before deciding 
most of the cases will be 
consolidated into one. She 
set Dec. 13 at 1:30 p.m. as 
the date for a consolidated 
hearing, where she could 
decide to issue a prelimi-
nary injunction.

If there was ever a case 
to be made for consolida-
tion, this is the case, Bar-
glind said.

Only one attorney at 
the hearing disagreed with 
consolidation. “I think 

Judge consolidates lawsuits into one case

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Preschoolers, kin-
dergarteners and first graders at Trin-
ity Lutheran School had fun Tuesday 
recreating the first Thanksgiving.

Preschoolers dressed as pilgrims 
and kindergarten and first graders 
dressed as Native Americans. The 
kids wore paper bonnets, capotains, 
vests and headbands decorated with 
neon-colored feathers. On the head-
bands were written their made-up 
Native American names; The Boy 
Who Is Fast Like a Kitty, The Girl 
Who Runs Like a Horse, The Boy 
Who Runs Like a Cheetah, She Who 
Loves Gymnastics.

The Thanksgiving feast, served 
on orange construction paper pla-
cemats and paper plates, consisted 
of popcorn, mini carrots and Ranch 

dressing (“They definitely ate this 

back then,” kindergarten and first-

grade teacher Jennifer Schmiege 

said, laughing as she deposited dol-

lops of Ranch on the kids’ plates).

John Helfert, who teaches Native 

American history at the Menomi-

nee Chappee-Webber Learning Cen-

ter came to the feast dressed in tra-

ditional Native American clothing to 

teach the kids some words in indig-

enous languages and tell them the 

story of the first Thanksgiving.

“I say to all of you posoh! Can you 

all say that?” Helfert asked. The kids 

repeated the word after him. “The 

Menominee Indians who lived here 

many many years ago, right where 

your schoolhouse is right here, they 

greeted one another with ‘posoh.’ The 

Potawatomi, they say, ‘bozho,’ and 

the Cherokee, they would say ‘osiyo.’”

Kids dress up to recreate 
the first Thanksgiving
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John Helfert, who teaches Native American history at the Menominee Chappee-Webber Learning Center, reads a 
story about the first Thanksgiving.
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A preschooler, dressed as a pilgrim, 
sings enthusiastically to a song at the 
end of the feast.
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Tom Drees of Drees 
Transportation in Peshtigo 
said he can’t hire enough 
drivers.

“I’d hire 50 if I could get 
them,” said Drees, owner 
of the company that has 
about 15 truckers. “I’ve 
been trying to hire for five 
years,” he said.

Demand for drivers 
exceeds supply in part 
because of demographic 
trends. Older drivers are 
retiring, while the number 
of young adults is declin-
ing nationally as the baby 
boomlet gets older.

Transportation experts 
say the effects of the pan-
demic hit the trucking 
industry hard, prompting 
truck driver retirements 
at a time when most state 
Department of Motor Vehi-
cles were closed, making it 
difficult for new drivers to 
obtain licenses.

At the same time, more 
people were purchas-
ing goods online, push-
ing up demand for trucks 
and drivers, according to 
research from the Ameri-
can Trucking Associations 
in Arlington, Virginia.

The trucker shortage 
could exceed 80,000 driv-
ers this year and grow to 
160,000 or more by 2030, 
the ATA said. The short-
age is expected to slow the 
delivery of goods this hol-
iday season, but it’s spur-
ring higher wages, better 
benefits and wait lists at 
driver training programs.

Locally, Kim Hubbard 
at the Menominee Holi-
day convenience store, said 
about eight trucks deliver 
goods to the store each 

week, such as Coca-Cola 
and Pepsi. Most have been 
running on time, she said, 
but it depends on the week 
and what our orders are.”

A worker for Grupo Bim-
bo’s Sara Lee division, who 
was parked at the Holiday, 
said he wasn’t authorized 
to talk to the media. Grupo 
Bimbo, which claims to 
be the world’s largest bak-
ery, apparently employs its 
own drivers.

Speedy delivery is 
important to large retail-
ers, such as Walmart, and 
their customers. “That’s 
why we offer fast same-day 
delivery to millions of cus-
tomers around the world,” 
Walmart’s Chief Executive 
Douglas McMillon said in 
a third-quarter conference 
call.

“The pandemic caused 

Truck driver 
shortage fuels 

bonuses

See JUDGE, A3

See DRIVERS, A7

“
“Lume’s problem isn’t the city’s process be-

cause they got a medical marijuana license. 

They only object to the fact that they didn’t get 

an adult-use license.”

Mike Cox
attorney of The Cox Law firm, which is representing Rize
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A Bud Light truck mak-
ing a delivery in Marinette 
recently advertised Dean 
Distributing in Green Bay 
is “now hiring” for drivers. 
The EagleHerald’s calls 
to the company were not 
returned.


