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Good morning,

Mary Anderson!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY:  Partly cloudy with 

scattered shower
HIGH: 82  LOW: 66
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MARINETTE — Who was that 
masked man?

Actually, when your name is 
Doug Oitzinger and you’re a two-
time former mayor and known for 
great coffee, you are fairly recog-
nizable in these parts, personal 
protection equipment notwith-
standing.

The current alderman is not 
looking for a bit of anonymity but 
rather is dedicated to all things 
mask, due to COVID-19. He’s the 
king of the cover-up. He’s the face 
of the wear-a-mask message.

“When my wife and I take a 
walk, we bring our masks along. If 
someone approaches, we put them 
on. Or, the second I get out of my 

car, on goes the mask,” Oitzinger 
said. “Now, as in elected official, 
even more so I feel I need to lead 
by example. I take this very seri-
ously. The number one responsi-
bility of government is public safe-
ty in every way, shape and form.”

Then, there’s his own skin he’s 

trying to protect.
“Hey, I’m 71. I don’t have any 

serious health issues — just a lit-
tle high blood pressure — but I’ve 
got to be careful,” Oitzinger said. 
“I’m in that vulnerable age group.”

He feels that not enough people 

By JOHN MORTON

EagleHerald staff writer 

jmorton@eagleherald.com

A masked man and his mission
Oitzinger spreads the word about COVID-19 as a routine

EagleHerald/Rick Gebhard

Marinette City Alderman Doug Oitzinger slides an envelope below the 
clear plexiglass protective shield at the front desk at Marinette City 
Hall.

MARINETTE — Healthy Youth 
Coalition has lost vital funding for its 
free book program since the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

A press release from the Healthy 
Youth Coalition of Marinette and 
Menominee Counties announced last 
week the possibility of its free book pro-
gram being cut due to lack of funding. 
The program has been run in collabo-
ration with Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library. 

The Imagination Library provides 
books at no cost to families. The books 
are sent monthly, directly to a child’s 
home address, from birth to the age of 
4, when children typically enter kin-
dergarten. According to the HYC, the 
program fits the group’s mission state-
ment perfectly. Research shows a link 
between high early literacy rates and 
a decrease in substance abuse later 
in life. 

But while the books are free to fam-
ilies, the program does cost money 

to run. Half the cost of the program, 
which is about $20,000 a year, is paid 
by the Imagination Library. The rest of 
the funding must be provided by orga-
nizations who help run the program 
locally. 

Since 2008 the Imagination Library 
and the HYC have partnered to pro-
vide the program to Marinette and 
Menominee county families. Locally, 
the program has received most of its 
funding from the Tri-County United 
Way. 

The program has been a massive 
success, and the scale of the program 
has superseded anyone’s expectations. 
When the program opened to children 
in Marinette county the organizers 
estimated that they would enroll 125 
children in the first year. This estimate 
was blown out of the water when, with-
in 24 hours of just one Facebook post 
announcing the program, they enrolled 
over 250 children in the first few days. 
The program enrolled more than 600 
children in its first year. 

Currently there are 720 children 
enrolled in the program in Marinette 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Free book program 
faces funding cuts

See MASKS, A3

Frightening calls from the 
school nurse. Waiting in vain 
for word from school officials. 
Canceled sports practices. 
Marching bands in quaran-
tine.

For countless families 
across the country, the school 
year is opening in disarray 
and confusion, with coronavi-
rus outbreaks triggering sud-
den closings, mass quaran-
tines and deep anxiety among 
parents.

Schools in at least 10 states 
have had students and staff 
test positive for the virus 
since they began opening. 

The outbreaks have occurred 
in a variety of school settings: 
marching bands, high school 
football teams, elementary 
classrooms, high schools.

A Colorado high school 
shut down for two weeks 
after two students tested 
positive. Football teams in 
Utah canceled practices and 
games after several players 
came down with the virus. 
The entire football team and 
marching band in a small 
Alabama town were placed 
under quarantine because of 
exposure to the virus, the sec-
ond time the team had to be 
quarantined this summer.

Michigan is reporting 
14 outbreaks at schools. 
Mississippi started the week 
with about 2,000 students 

and 600 teachers in quaran-
tine; the state has had 245 
cases of coronavirus in teach-
ers and about 200 in students 
since districts began return-
ing to school in late July.

Joel Barnes got the call 
from the school nurse on Aug. 
6: His 14-year-old son had 
been exposed to COVID-19 
by a classmate at their high 
school in Corinth, Mississippi, 
and needed to be picked up 
right away.

By that time, Barnes and 
his wife had heard through the 
grapevine — mainly Facebook 
— that at least six people at 
the school had tested positive 
and more than 100 students 
were being told to quaran-
tine. The district posted the 
information on Facebook, but 
never followed up with person-

By TAMMY WEBBER,

KIMBERLEE KRUESI

and JOCELYN NOVECK

Associated Press

Quarantines, closures

The Associated Press

In this Monday photo, Cimmie Hunter, left, and Cadence Ludlow, both 6th graders, arrive at Liberty 
Elementary School during the first day of class in Murray, Utah. For countless families across the 
country, the school year is opening in disarray and confusion, with coronavirus outbreaks trigger-
ing sudden closings, mass quarantines and deep anxiety among parents.

■ Confusion reigns as schools reopen

EagleHerald/Rick Gebhard

Got that swing
 Mason Smith, 6, (left) laughs with his sister Quincy Smith, 5, both from Green 
Bay, as they twirl with abandon at Red Arrow Park Thursday in Marinette.

““Now, as in elected official, even more so I feel I 

need to lead by example. I take this very serious-

ly. The number one responsibility of government 

is public safety in every way, shape and form.”

Doug Oitzinger

Marinette City Council alderman

See BOOKS, A3

See SCHOOLS, A3

Court upholds Whitmer’s emergency powers

LANSING, Mich. — 

Michigan Democratic Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer’s emergen-

cy declarations and orders to 

curb the coronavirus clearly 

fall within the scope of her 

powers, the state’s appeals 

court ruled Friday, reject-

ing Republican lawmakers’ 

contention that she cannot 

indefinitely act without their 

approval.

The 2-1 ruling upheld 

a lower court decision and 

will be appealed to the state 

Supreme Court. The appel-

late panel denied the GOP-led 

Legislature’s argument that a 

1945 law lets a governor uni-

laterally extend emergencies 

See COURT, A3

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press ““A declared statewide emergency only 

ends upon the governor’s declaration that 

the emergency no longer exists. That has 

yet to occur in the instant case.”

Judge Jane Market

Formerly Heider’s Framing
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