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DNA evidence key in double murder case
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A Marinette 
County judge will review infor-
mation from attorneys regarding 
a motion to suppress key evidence 
against a suspect in a decades-old 
double murder.

Circuit Judge Jim Morrison 
also denied a bond modification 
request that would have allowed 
Raymand Vannieuwenhoven to 
post a reduced bail and exit the 
Marinette County Jail. The sus-
pect was in court Friday with his 
attorneys Lee Schuchart and Tra-
vis Crowell.

Vannieuwenhoven, 83, Lake-
wood, is charged in a 1976 double 
murder of a Green Bay couple who 
was camping at McClintock Park 
in the Town of Silver Cliff. David 
Schuldes, 25, and Ellen Matheys, 

24, were shot and killed at the 

campground. They were engaged.

Matheys was sexually assaulted 

but that charge has been dis-

missed because the statute of 

limitations has elapsed. There is 

no statute of limitations for the 

two first-degree homicide charges 

against Vannieuwenhoven.

The case went cold for many 

years until a Virginia lab, utilizing 

new DNA technology, informed 

the Marinette County Sheriff ’s 

Department that it had made a 

break in the case.

KEY EVIDENCE

The first matter Friday was 

a motion to suppress evidence, 

namely, how the state obtained a 

DNA sample from Vannieuwen-

hoven without a warrant.

Todd Baldwin, a detective with 

the Marinette County Sheriff ’s 

Office, and Oconto County Chief 

Deputy Darren Laskowski both 

testified.

Baldwin, who has been a detec-

tive with the sheriff ’s department 

for about 19 years, said he has been 

working on this cold case since the 

early 2000s. He explained how a 

breakthrough came in 2018 when 

Parabon Nanolabs of Virginia 

developed new technology to 

examine DNA evidence.

Attorney Mark Williams, a spe-

cial prosecutor in this case, asked 

Baldwin why he requested that 

Parabon Nanolabs examine the 

DNA profile of evidence—semen 

taken from Matheys’ shorts.

“They were coming up with 

new technology where they could 

give us certain genetic character-

istics of possible suspects through 

the DNA,” Baldwin said.

On Dec. 21, 2018, Parabon con-

tacted Baldwin and informed him 

that a possible suspect was found 

through the DNA testing.

“They gave us a certain fam-

ily,” Baldwin said, adding that it 

was the Vannieuwenhoven fam-

ily, which had four sons and four 

grandsons who possibly could be 

a match.

The detective’s next task was 

to obtain DNA from the possi-

ble suspects. He started with the 

four sons. Two (Cornelius and 

Edward) were quickly eliminated 

as suspects through DNA testing. 

A third son, Francis, is deceased.

That left Raymand Vannieu-

woven’s DNA to be tested. Because 

Lakewood is in Oconto County, 

Baldwin sought the services of 

Laskowski, someone he said he 

has known through years of detec-

tive work.

Baldwin created a fake crime 

survey for Laskowski, who on 

March 6, 2019, was able to gain 

entrance into Vannieuwenoven’s 

home under the pretense that he 

was conducting a survey.

Laskowski testifed that the sus-

pect answered the survey ques-

tions and then used his saliva to 

seal the envelope, which then was 

brought to Baldwin who was wait-

ing about a half mile away. Bald-

win said he forwarded the sealed 

envelope to the State Crime Lab.

Baldwin said it was determined 

the DNA profile in the envelope 

matched the profile of the McClin-

tock Park murder suspect.

In cross examination, 

Schuchart asked Baldwin why he 

didn’t obtain a warrant once he 

knew one of the four brothers or 

the four grandsons may be a sus-

pect. Baldwin said he didn’t want 
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Above, Marinette County Sheriff’s Office detective Todd Baldwin provides tes-
timony Friday at a hearing for Raymand Vannieuwenhoven, a Lakewood man 
charged in a decades-old double murder. In the foreground is special prosecu-
tor Mark Williams, left, and Marinette County District Attorney DeShea Morrow. 
At left, Williams, hands a court exhibit to Oconto County Chief Deputy Darren 
Laskowski, who played a vital role in gathering DNA evidence from the suspect.

Suspect, 83, charged with heinous 1976 crime What’s next?
Following are some important dates 

in the double murder case against 

Raymand Vannieuwenhoven.

Æ Feb. 26 — Defense briefs due in 

motion to suppress evidence.

Æ March 12 — State’s response to 

the defense briefs.

ÆJuly 19-30 — Jury trial

See DNA, A3

Peshtigo Town board 
discusses water issues

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

TOWN OF PESHTIGO—

The Town of Peshtigo Town 

Board held a special meet-

ing Thursday to discuss get-

ting clean drinking water 

to town residents who have 

been affected by high levels 

of PFAS in their water sup-

ply.

Supervisor Kayla Fur-

ton said she and a few 

other supervisors were 

contacted by Scott Wahl 

of Tyco Fire Products, who 

had requested the meeting 

in order to share what he 

believed should be the next 

steps in the process.

Town Chairman Herman 

Pottratz said the company 

should be allowed to man-

age a new water supply for 

the affected area, as John-

son Controls, Tyco’s par-

ent company, has already 

agreed to foot the bill for a 

permanent water source. In 

addition, Pottratz said the 

town should look into lock-

ing into the City of Mari-

nette’s municipal water sup-

ply.

Furton made a motion to 

table this item pending dis-

cussion with Von Briesen 

& Roper, a law firm based 

in Green Bay that the town 

hired in 2008 to represent 

the town in legal matters 

pertaining to water contam-
ination. “The town needs 
legal environmental repre-
sentation, and taking direc-
tion from Tyco without that 
representation isn’t wise,” 
she said. Her motion to table 
did not pass.

“It’s getting to be foolish-
ness,” Pottratz said. “You’re 
dragging stuff out that 
shouldn’t be. You can get 
the same thing by running 
it through Tyco and leaving 
the town out of it.”

Hooking up to the City 
of Marinette’s water sup-
ply raised another issue 
for the town: annexation. 
Furton said that, accord-
ing to the city’s rules, if 
Peshtigo were to lock 
into the city’s water sup-
ply it would be necessary 
for the city to annex the 
town. Furton said that a 
decision like this would 
require input from the 
town’s residents.

After some heated dis-
cussion, the board decided 
to draft a letter to the 
city with the help of Von 
Briesen & Roper to fill 
them in on the situation, 
as well as determine if it’s 
at all possible for the city 
to allow Peshtigo to hook 
up to the water supply 
without annexation. This 
motion passed with four 
affirmative votes, and only 
Pottratz voted in the neg-
ative.

Biden’s plan to return kids 
to school has flaws

By GEOFF MULVIHILL, 

ADRIAN SAINZ 

and MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

Associated Press

President Joe Biden says 
he wants most schools serv-
ing kindergarten through 
eighth grade to reopen by 
late April, but even if that 
happens, it is likely to leave 
out millions of students, 
many of them minorities in 
urban areas.

“We’re going to see kids 
fall further and further 
behind, particularly low-in-
come students of color,” said 
Shavar Jeffries, president of 
Democrats for Education 
Reform. “There’s poten-
tially a generational level 
of harm that students have 
suffered from being out of 
school for so long.”

Like some other officials 
and education advocates, 
Jeffries said powerful teach-
ers unions are standing in 
the way of bringing back 
students. The unions insist 
they are acting to protect 
teachers and students and 
their families.

In a call Thursday eve-
ning with teachers unions, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the fed-
eral government’s top infec-
tious disease expert, said 
the reopening of K-8 class-
rooms nationally might not 

be possible on Biden’s time 
frame. He cited concern 
over new variants of the 
virus that allow it to spread 
more quickly and may be 
more resistant to vaccines.

Biden is asking for $130 
billion for schools to address 
concerns by unions and 
school officials as part of a 
broader coronavirus relief 
package that faces an uncer-
tain fate in Congress. If his 
reopening goal is realized, 
millions of students might 
still have to keep learning 
from home, possibly for the 
rest of the school year.

California was an epicen-

ter of infection in the first 

part of January, and pub-

lic health officials say many 

of the state’s districts are in 

areas where transmission 

remains too high to reopen. 

But a statewide group called 

Open Schools California is 

pushing for reopening as 

soon as public health stan-

dards are met.

“I think that data will 

bear out that the children 

who have been most dis-

advantaged are going to be 

The Associated Press
In this Jan. 11, 2021 file photo, pre-kindergarten teacher 
Sarah McCarthy works with a student at Dawes Elemen-
tary in Chicago. President Joe Biden says he wants most 
schools serving kindergarten through eighth grade to 
reopen by late April 2021. But even if that happens, many 
schools in urban areas that serve high concentrations of 
minority students are likely to stay closed.
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TODAY: Partly sunny and
dry with light winds
HIGH: 31     LOW: 21

DEATHS
Bruno, Alicia S.

Dellisse, Merwin A.

DuBord, Richard H.

Grinsteiner, Charlotte

LaCrosse, Mary A.
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World: More than 5,000 people have been arrested in protests 
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