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Planning the future of Higley Park

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A centrally 

located realm, on a patch of land 

that spans approximately 8.7 

acres in the City of Marinette, 

offers area residents just about 

everything required to fill a day 

with abundant recreational pur-

suits and fun.

They call it Higley Park, and 

efforts to develop a long-term 

plan to maintain, upgrade and 

modernize the park are under-

way among officials with the city’s 

Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment Committee.

Since February, Executive 

Director for the Park and Recre-

ation Department Gavin Scray 

and Recreation Superintendent 

Adrienne Lacy have continued 

discussions with the landscape 

design and architecture firm Ret-

tler Corp., Stevens Point, Wiscon-

sin. Those discussions focused on 

hammering out various concept 

designs that they hope will serve 

as a comprehensive plan, draw-

ing out a roadmap for the future 

of Higley Park.

“We haven’t secured any fund-

ing to make the improvements 

happen,” Scray said. “And there 

is no concrete plan. This is all, 

more or less, a master plan to 

say: this is where we want to get 

and this is what is it going to take 

to get there … so, in the future, if 

we do come up with the funding 

to make improvements for that 

park, (the plan) will pretty much 

be laid out.”

He emphasized that such a 

roadmap allows the commit-

tee to address Higley’s future as 

finances and annual budgets per-

mit.

CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS 

Monday, Rettler Corp. Pres-

ident John Kneer, presented 

two early-stage versions of park 

designs, seeking feedback from 

the Parks and Rec Committee.

The city retained Rettler as a 

consultant to help it take a fresh 

look at the options for Higley 

Park’s future development. Those 

options included improved park-

ing, modernized playground, 

addressing aging park structures 

and other ideas based on current 

trends in parks and recreation.

During the initial and subse-

quent meetings between Scray 

and Rettler, a list of high-level 

needs for the park materialized. 

A primary concern on that list 

involves the structure that sits 

next to the playground equipment 

at the north end of Higley Park.
Known as the Tot Lot build-

ing, the department abandoned 
its primary use long ago. Pres-
ently, the building continues to 
deteriorate. It has also become a 
more frequent target for nefari-
ous-minded miscreants, thus cre-
ating a nuisance and safety issue 
for the city. Prior to 2009, the 
structure housed the Tot Lot pro-
gram, which offered pre-school 
programming.

“We are kind of in a scenario 
where we need to address (the 
building), whether that means 
tearing it down, boarding it up, 
or doing something else with it,” 
Scray said. “Because, not only is it 
an eyesore, but it is consistently 
being vandalized.”

After performing an analysis 
of the building, the Rettler Corp. 
designs suggested removing the 
structure and replacing it with 
parking or new facilities such as 
concessions or restrooms.

“The best thing (for that build-
ing), in our recommendation, 
would be to start anew, with new 
facilities,” Kneer said Monday. 
“Opening up that part of the site 
gives us an opportunity to include 
additional parking.”

Beyond the Tot Lot revisions, 
the concept plans offer several 
other tantalizing visions of park 
possibilities. Similar in scope and 
amenities, each design revealed 
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The Marinette Parks and Recreation Committee aims to establish a long-term comprehensive plan that 
enhances 8.7 acres of recreational amenities in Higley Park (bottom half of photo) while also creating bet-
ter connectivity to the additional 40 acres of City Park (top half) just next door.

Marinette location has 
plenty more to offer

‘Legally Blonde’ returns to Blesch
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—It’s been more 
than a year since Menominee High 
School students took the stage at 
Blesch Auditorium for their pro-
duction of “Legally Blonde.” The 
show was expected to be a big 
hit, and was also going to be the 
final show directed by Jon Nut-
ter, who has been directing high 
school musicals in Menominee for 
30 years and will be retiring from 
teaching at the end of this school 
year.

Opening night concluded as it 
normally would, but then COVID-
19 made it to the United States. The 
cast and crew went home, leav-
ing their sets and props and cos-
tumes in place for the next night’s 

performance. And there they sat, 

untouched, for 14 long months.

But as they say, the show must 

go on, and “Legally Blonde” will be 

returning to Blesch Auditorium for 

seven more performances in just 

under a month. “Our talented stu-

dents rose to the occasion in 2020, 

and we’re going to do it again in 

2021,” Nutter said.

This doesn’t come without a 

pretty substantial cost, however. 

Musicals at Menominee High 

School are produced with many set 

pieces built by students and adult 

volunteers, but also require many 

rental items such as backdrops, 

sound equipment, lighting and 

more. Nutter held onto as much 

of the rental equipment as possi-

ble for as long as he was allowed 
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Buddy Beyer as Warner Huntington III (left) and Marin Park as Elle Woods 

(right) performing in Menominee High School’s “Legally Blonde” last year 

at Blesch Auditorium. The musical was cut short last year, but after a year 

of waiting the cast and crew are all returning to finish what they started.

The Show Must Go On
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Aquila Resources withdraws wetland permit appeal
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

Aquila Resources has with-

drawn its appeal of the January 

decision by an administrative law 

judge to deny the prior issuance 

of a wetlands permit. The Toron-

to-based company now is work-

ing with consultants to develop a 

new plan that would consist of an 

underground mine and reduce the 

size of the 750-foot 

open pit mine.

In  January, 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

Law Judge Dan-

iel L. Pulter, of the 

Michigan Office 

of Administrative 

Hearings and Rul-

ings, issued his deci-

sion denying the prior issuance of a 

wetland/stream/floodplain permit 

for Aquila’s Back Forty Project in 

Lake Township. At that time, sup-

porters of the Menominee River 

called it a “significant” victory for 

those against the Back Forty mine. 

They also hailed the most recent 

news as a victory.

In a statement last week, Aquila 

Resources stated that it has altered 

its plans and a feasibility team is 

focused on a design seeking to 

avoid direct impacts to wetlands.

“Even if a Wetlands Permit is 

required, Aquila expects that it will 

be able to secure a re-issued permit 

from EGLE (the Michigan Depart-

ment of Environment, Great Lakes 

& Energy, formerly the Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality) 

based on the fieldwork already 

completed under the existing Wet-

lands Permit and progress on the 

groundwater modeling that would 

be used to support any estimates 

of indirect wetland impacts,” the 

Le Bel
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