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TODAY: Mostly sunny. Calm wind 
becoming east in the afternoon.

HIGH: 68     LOW: 54

DEATHS
Axtell, Robert C.
Goffin, Gloria L.
Rettshlag, Kenneth E.
Smith Jr., Jonathan L.

INSIDE
Healthy Life: Screening for can-

cer is benefitial to treat it early on. 

A9

Sports: Lena/STAA remain unde-

feated. B1

EagleHerald/Maya Shimizu Harris

Protestors gathered Saturday in front of the Marinette County Courthouse to protest mandatory COVID-19 
vaccinations. The deadline for Advocate Aurora Health employees to get vaccinated or receive an exemption is 
coming up on Oct. 15. Federal employees must be vaccinated by Nov. 22, and the federal administration is cur-
rently drafting rules regarding vaccine requirements for large employers.

Protests continue about mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menominee County apportion-
ment committee last week approved a nine-member 
county board for the next decade but changed the bound-
aries of some districts, County Clerk Marc Kleiman said 
Tuesday.

The committee voted 4-1 to stay with nine commis-
sioners, with Republican Party Representative Leon 
Felch voting against the motion. Felch had advocated for 
a five-member board at a previous meeting.

The apportionment committee meeting originally 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Wednesday has been canceled. 
Besides Kleiman and Felch, committee members include 
Democratic Party Representative Mari Negro, Prosecut-
ing Attorney Jeffrey Rogg and County Treasurer Barbara 
Parrett.

Negro said she supported staying with a nine-mem-
ber board to keep “better representation throughout the 
entire county, especially because the northern end is so 
sparsely populated.”

“More districts are going to mean more representa-
tion for everyone. The more ideas you have, the better 
off you are,” she said.

Details about new district boundaries was not avail-
able at press time.

County to 
stick with 

nine districts
Boundaries of some areas will change 

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—New ward bound-

aries in the City of Marinette will be 

finalized in a little over a month.

The Sept. 14 draft of the City of 

Marinette redistricting plan indi-

cates potential changes to ward con-

figurations to accommodate changes 

in population density across the 

municipality, which increased by a 

little over 1% from 10,961 residents 

in 2010 to 11,119 residents in 2020, 

according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

According to the Wisconsin Legis-

lative Reference Bureau, local redis-

tricting in the state is a three-step 

process that starts with the county, 

moves to municipalities and con-

cludes with adoption of county 

supervisory districts and municipal 

aldermanic districts. Ward config-

uration is conducted in the second 

step of this process.

All municipalities with a 

population over 1,000 must establish 

wards. Unlike supervisory districts, 

wards do not have to be equal in pop-

ulation size but are subject to popula-

tion limits corresponding to the size 

of the municipality. Wards in the City 

of Marinette, with its population of 

over 10,000 residents, must contain 

between 600 and 2,100 inhabitants.

The county, however, priori-

tized creating wards with relatively 

equal numbers of residents, shoot-

ing for a target of 1,396 individuals 

per ward-equaling the county popu-

lation divided by 30 total supervisory 

districts with a 5% leeway.

All of the proposed wards fulfill 

this goal, deviating by a maximum 

of 4.37% below the target number in 

Alderperson Jeffrey Skorik’s Ward 2. 

This ward would have a decrease in 

population from 1,348 residents in 

2011 to 1,335 residents, according to 

the proposed boundaries.

Alderperson Ken Keller’s Ward 1, 

Alderperson Doug Oitzinger’s Ward 

3, Alderperson Debbie Klegin’s Ward 

6 and Alderperson Rick Polizin’s 

Ward 7 would all increase in popu-

lation if the Marinette City Coun-

cil approves the proposed bound-

aries. Keller’s ward would have the 

greatest increase, growing by about 

6.6% from 1,341 to 1,429 residents 

and significantly expanding into the 

area that is currently Ward 4 and 5, 

according to the boundary draft. The 

territory and population of Oitzing-

er’s ward would also notably expand.

Ward 4, which does not currently 

have a representative, and Alder-

person Jason Flatt’s Ward 8 would 

decrease in population. The popula-

tion of Alderperson Liz Mikutowski’s 

Ward 5 would remain the same.

City of Marinette City Clerk Lana 

Bero said the ward configuration 

proposal will be considered at the 

Nov. 2 Common Council meeting. If 

the council approves the boundar-

ies, the process will move back to the 

county, which will finalize the bound-

aries by Nov. 9 in time for the circu-

lation of nomination papers that will 

begin Dec. 1.

City to consider ward boundaries next month

TOWNSHIP OF UNDERHILL—At approximately 
11:11 p.m. Sunday, the Oconto County Sheriff ’s Office 
Emergency Dispatch Center was notified of a single-ve-
hicle accident at the intersection of County Road V and 
County Road U in the Township of Underhill.

A pickup truck was traveling westbound on County 
Road U when the pickup truck failed to stop at the inter-
section and then entered the west ditch, striking several 
trees. Upon arrival, law enforcement located a 54-year-
old man from Gillett standing outside of the vehicle. The 
passenger of the vehicle, a 54-year-old man from Kes-
hena, Wisconsin, was trapped inside the vehicle and died 
at the scene. The Gillett man sustained minor injuries 
and was transported to an area hospital. Alcohol and 
speed are believed to be factors of the crash.

The 54-year-old man from Gillett was transported to 
the Oconto County Jail and charged with homicide by 
intoxicated use of a motor vehicle and operating after 
revocation.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with the family as they 
deal with the loss of a loved one,” said Oconto County 
Sheriff Todd Skarban.

An ongoing investigation is being conducted by the 
Oconto County Sheriff ’s Office and the Brown County 
Medical Examiner’s Office. The Oconto County Sheriff ’s 
Office was assisted by the Underhill Fire Department, 
Gillett Area Ambulance, City of Gillett Fire Department 
and the Brown County Medical Examiner’s Office.

Gillett man charged 
with homicide

See DISTRICT, A2
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