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Editor’s note: This story 

is the second of a two-part 

article relating topics and 

concerns presented during 

last week’s PFAS settlement 

informational meeting at 

Little River Country Club 

in the Town of Peshtigo. Part 

one appeared in Friday’s 

edition of the EagleHerald, 

“TOP PFAS settlement con-

cerns arise.”

MARINETTE—Color-

less. Tasteless. Odorless. 

On its surface, a seemingly 

inert, organic chemical sub-

stance.

However, the chemical ele-

ments (two parts hydrogen 

and one part oxygen) com-

posing the water molecule, 

impart it with unique prop-

erties on which the vitality of 

all life on earth depends.

For many residents in 

the Town of Peshtigo (TOP), 

how they might eventually 

gain access to a perma-

nent, safe and clean water 

source—absent of poten-

tially harmful substances—

remains indefi nite.

Last week Wednesday, 

throughout an informa-

tional meeting organized by 

concerned residents in the 

Town of Peshtigo, regard-

ing the recent $17.5 mil-

lion settlement over alleged 

PFAS (per-and polyfl uoro-

alkyl substances) contam-

ination, the “how,” “when” 

and “where” of safe water 

remained a concern with 

many attendees.

The contamination 

occurred in private potable 

water wells after the alleged 

release of PFAS contami-

nants into the groundwater 

from a facility operated by 

Tyco Fire Products L.P. (Tyco) 

in the City of Marinette.

THE PERMANENT 
WATER QUESTION
According to organizers 

of the informational meet-

ing at Little River Coun-

try Club in TOP, nowhere 

in the settlement’s legal 

documents can one find 

definitive language bind-

ing Johnson Controls Inc. 

(JCI), Tyco’s parent com-

pany, into providing the 

monetary funds to pay for 

the provision of a long-term, 

clean and safe water supply.

Ruth Kowalski, TOP res-

ident and member of Save 

Our Water (SOH2O) and the 

TOP Citizen’s Action Com-

mittee (CAC), fi nds that lack 

of certainty concerning.

“People need to real-

ize that they are not prom-

ised clean water,” Kowalski 

said, who was also an event 

organizer. “There is noth-

ing defi nitive (in the set-

tlement) that says we are 

guaranteed fresh water.”

Another event organizer 

and TOP resident, Kayla Fur-

ton, highlighted a related 

point. She explained that a 

vagueness exists as to specif-

ics of where and for whom 

JCI plans to provide a per-

manent water solution. Fur-

ton also serves as a mem-

ber in the CAC and SOH2O, 

two organizations that work 

to promote awareness and 

action, regarding PFAS.

At the meeting organiz-

ers provided maps show-

ing three boundary zones, 

representing PFAS impact 

areas. Portions of the TOP 

are included within each 

zone. One zone—the small-

est in area—that lies inside 

the other two, represents 

the JCI Study Area. It is for 

this area that JCI stated its 

commitment to provide a 

Residents still seek long-term, safe water solution
TOP citizens want defi nitive commitment 
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Several people waited in line for access to the informa-
tional meeting at the Little River Country Club, hoping to 
learn more about the $17.5 million PFAS settlement and 
how it might affect them.
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MARINETTE—A year 
ago, when COVID-19 came to 
the U.S., going to see a show 
became impossible. A show’s 
cast wouldn’t be able to go 
onstage with each other, let 
alone wait backstage. Even if 
they could, they’d be playing 
to an empty house, since all of 
the theatres were, and still are, 
closed. Like so many others, 
both professional and hobby 
performers found themselves 
out of a career. They’ve had to 
adapt and fi nd other ways to 
ply their trade, which is exactly 
what local actor and musician 
Chris Logan has done.

Logan graduated from Mari-
nette High School in 2004 and 

spent 10 years onstage at The-
atre on the Bay between 1999 
and 2009. He became a lead 
vocalist for Royal Caribbean 
Productions in 2009 and has 
been an active professional per-
former ever since, even earn-
ing himself a BroadwayWorld 
award in 2015, three nomina-
tions for Chicago’s Jeff Awards 
in 2016 and a credit highlight 
with the Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre in 2018.

When the pandemic hit, 
Logan came back to Mari-
nette. His most recent proj-
ect was “A John Denver Song-
book,” which was performed 
at Badger Park in Peshtigo 
during the summer. So in 
February, Logan decided that 
he would begin offering voice 
and piano lessons.

“I thought, ‘Well, why don’t 
I take what I learned onstage 
and try to incorporate that. I 
feel like that’s what makes my 
teaching more unique; I have 
the training to the degree to 
be able to teach, but I’m also 
a working professional. I not 
only talk the talk, but I walk 

the walk, so there’s that extra 
layer there that I can bring to 
the table” he said.

Logan said many of the 
students who he has taken 
on were taking lessons before 
the pandemic hit, but then 
stopped and many of the local 
teachers haven’t been able to 
offer lessons like they had 
been or have retired.

“I’ve been using my foot-
age (from past shows) to say, 
‘Hey, this is me, come learn!’ 
I’ve had moms come to me 
and say, ‘I showed my kids 
your video and they were so 

excited.’ They’ve said, ‘Oh my 
gosh, I want to do that!’ So they 
get a piece of my experience 
before they even come. From 
my teaching, I’ve seen what 
really helped me, what I’ve 
taken with me and what I use 
onstage literally every time I 
go onstage, and really focus-
ing on those things,” he said.

For his piano lessons, 
Logan uses the same series he 
learned with in high school, 
called “Piano Adventures,” 
which was developed by 

Local music lessons hit ground running
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Chris Logan plays the keyboard he used when he 
was fi rst learning piano at his home studio in Mari-
nette. Logan has been performing professionally 
since 2009 and has started to offer piano and 
voice lessons to people of any age.

By Press-Gazette Media
GREEN BAY, Wis. —Thousands 

of Wisconsin Teamsters are cele-

brating after President Joe Biden 

signed the coronavirus relief bill 

into law and ensured that the work-

ers no longer have to worry about 

their pensions being cut in half.

The American Rescue Plan 

includes the Butch Lewis 

Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act 
of 2021, which directs the Pension 
Guaranty Benefi t Corp. to allocate 
billions of dollars to avoid the dras-
tic cuts. It should in turn shore up 
the Central States Pension Fund, a 
multi-employer fund for 1.3 million 
retired Teamsters, 23,500 of whom 
live in Wisconsin.

Many of those retirees have 
come to depend on payments 

to survive, said Brad Vaughn, a 
member of the Wisconsin/Green 
Bay Committee to Protect Pen-
sions.

“To say we are ecstatic would be 
an understatement,” Vaughn told 
the Green Bay Press-Gazette. “It 
was so emotional for everybody. 
It’s hard to even get a grasp on how 
many people’s lives it will affect in 
a positive way.”

The retirees formed regional 

committees across the state to lobby 

Congress fi rst to reject the proposed 

pension cuts, which happened in 

May 2016, and then to support the 

Butch Lewis Act. They raised funds 

to send members to rallies, as well 

as to lobby Wisconsin’s Congressio-

nal delegation.

Wisconsin Teamsters happy with pension funds in virus bill
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JEANNETTE, Pa. —When Joe 
Biden visited this corner of south-
western Pennsylvania in the fi nal 
weeks before the election, his goal 
wasn’t to win it so much as to show 
the area’s overwhelmingly white 
working-class electorate that his 
party was at least willing to try.

“A lot of white, working-class 
Democrats thought we forgot them,” 
Biden said after touring a union 
training facility during a late Sep-
tember swing through Westmore-
land County. “I get their sense of 
being left behind.”

Democrats have offered pae-
ans like that since President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt delivered the New 
Deal and cemented an alliance with 

working-class voters. That bond was 
rooted in the notion that the Demo-
crats’ policies would improves work-
ers’ lives.

But that relationship has steadily 
frayed, with working-class voters 
now casting Democrats as the party 
of cultural elites who talk down to 
them and reject their values. Such 
resentment has even driven work-
ers to vote against their seeming eco-
nomic self-interest, given that GOP 
tax policy is often geared toward the 
well-to-do and business.

Now Biden and his party are hop-
ing that by muscling through pas-
sage of the $1.9 trillion coronavi-
rus relief and economic stimulus 
bill—with benefi ts heavily weighted 
toward lower- and middle-income 
Americans—they can win back at 

Dems bank on relief aid 
to win back working class
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“
“For me, music is life. Music is therapy, music is 

why I get up in the morning, and so even if I’m 

not onstage, I’m still using the knowledge I have 

and sharing that. That to me is still fulfi lling.”

Chris Logan

The Associated Press
In this Sept. 20, 2020 photo, then Democractic presidential candidate 
Joe Biden speaks after touring International Union of Operating Engi-
neers Local 66, in New Alexandria, Pa. During this late-September swing 
through Westmoeland County, Pa., Biden said, “A lot of white, working 
class Democrats throught we forgot about them, I get their sense of 
being left behind.”
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