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Good morning,

Melissa Boettcher

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly to

mostly sunny and humid
HIGH: 84  LOW: 64

STEPHENSON — After a suc-

cessful 35-year career in the 

Armed Forces, a Stephenson 

native returned to give a com-

mencement speech at her college 

alma mater and to accept an hon-

orary degree for her extraordinary 

career in the United States mil-

itary.

Brig. Gen. Jill Lannan retired 

Aug. 1 from the U.S. military. 

During her time with the armed 

forces, Lannan has held many 

titles but her final one was the 

Special Assistant to the Director 

of Air National Guard to the 

Secretary of the Air Force Deputy 

CIO Office. She worked at the 

Pentagon.

As one of 14 St. Norbert College 

alumni who would later become 

a general officer in the military, 

Lannan is the youngest and the 

only woman among them.

Originally, the commencement 

ceremony was scheduled for May 

17 but was postponed because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Lannan 

went to St. Norbert Wednesday 

to give her speech, which will be 

played Saturday during the col-

lege’s virtual commencement. 

Lannan graduated from 

St. Norbert College in 1985 with 

a degree in French and Spanish. 

As a student in De Pere, Wis., 

Lannan said she never intended 

to make a career in the armed 

forces.

“It was never part of the plan, 

I went to St. Norbert’s, I changed 

my major three 
times,” she said. 
“I thought I was 
going to be a music 
major and realized 
after about a week 
that wasn’t going to 
happen.”

In her sopho-
more year, Lannan 
took Reserve 

Officers’ Training 
Corps, mostly because her friends 
were taking it. However, a schol-
arship through ROTC would put 
her on the path to a 35-year-long 
career in the armed forces.

“I didn’t have a plan to join 
the army but I ended up earning 
a two-year scholarship. It really 
happened unusually, it was an 

unconventional choice,” she said. 

Lannan said her father had a 

brief career in the navy but was 

not his lifelong career. Unlike 

many people in her field, she did 

not have a long family history of 

joining the armed forces.

“I had a four-year commitment 

with the scholarship, so I thought, 

‘OK, I’ll do four years and see what 

happens,’ and 35 years later, here 

I am,” Lannan said.

“My journey was pretty uncon-

ventional but you figure it out and 

it works out eventually,” Lannan 

said.

Out of St. Norbert, Lannan 

immediately joined the active duty 

army. She spent 71/2 years as an 
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Lannan honored to give speech

See LANNAN, A3

Stephenson native to give virtual commencement 
address at her alma mater,  St. Norbert College

Lannan
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Skating glider
Calvin Van, Menominee, rides on his skateboard as he approaches a corner 
Friday in Menominee.

WASHINGTON — He’s bro-
ken his pledge never to take a 
vacation or play golf for plea-
sure. His plan to update the 
nation’s infrastructure has 
become a running punchline 
and he’s dropped his threat 
to throw Army deserter Bowe 
Bergdahl out of a plane with-
out a parachute. But behind 
the drama, chaos and tumult 
that has defined President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, the president has ful-
filled a wide range of promis-
es he made during his 2016 
campaign.

It’s a theme that will play 
a major role in the upcom-
ing Republican National 
Convention, as the president 
tries to convince a weary 
nation that he deserves a 
second term, even when mil-
lions of Americans have been 
infected by the coronavirus, 
the economy is in tatters and 
racial tensions are boiling 
over.

“I’m the only candidate 
that gave you more than I 
promised in the campaign. 
It’s true. I’m the only one ever, 
maybe ever,” Trump said at a 
rally in battleground Arizona 
last week.

Back in 2016, Trump was 
criticized for failing to release 
detailed policy plans akin 
to those of his rival, Hillary 
Clinton. What Trump did 
do was lay out a vision for a 
new America — one driven 
by a nationalist self-interest 
and disregard for Democratic 
norms.

In the years since, Trump 
has acted on that vision, 
making good on his nativist 
immigration rhetoric, tearing 
back regulations on business 
and transforming America’s 
role in the world by abandon-

ing multilateral agreements 
and upending decades-old 
alliances, cheered on by 
many of his most loyal sup-
porters and generating great 
alarm among his critics.

But will that matter 
when more than 175,000 
Americans have died and 
more than 5.5 million have 
been infected by a virus that 
has hit the U.S. far harder 
than other industrialized 
nations?

“I think the golden egg of 
Trump’s reelection effort is 
going to be the promises kept, 
such as getting two Supreme 
Court justices in power and 
keeping America out of for-
eign wars like Afghanistan 
and Iraq,” said Douglas 
Brinkley, presidential histo-
rian at Rice University. “The 
problem he has is that his 
COVID response wasn’t on 
the ballot in 2016 and he’s 
gotten poor marks on how 

he’s handled the pandemic. 
So that’s put a wrinkle in his 
promises kept talking points.”

Arguably Trump’s biggest 
impact has been on immigra-
tion.

While Mexico never did 
pay for the “big, beautiful 
wall” Trump pledged to build 
along the 2,000-mile south-
ern border — the signature 
promise of his 2016 cam-
paign — the project is now 
underway, with 450 miles 
expected to be completed by 
the end of December. (Only 
a sliver of that, however — 
just 4 miles — has been 
built along stretches where 
no barrier stood before.) And 
Trump has succeeded in fun-
damentally transforming the 
nation’s immigration system, 
despite resistance from the 
courts and little cooperation 
from Congress.

Using more than 400 
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The Associated Press

Trump delivered on 
some big 2016 promises

See TRUMP, A3

The Associated Press

President Donald Trump leaves the stage after speaking at an 
event at Fincantieri Marinette Marine on June 25. Trump has 
kept many of his key campaign promises from 2016.

Marinette County now has 563 pos-

itive cases of COVID-19 and six deaths, 

according to the Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services.

The county has seen five positive 

cases and one death because of the 

virus since Saturday.

Meanwhile, Menominee County has 

194 positive cases, an increase of seven 

since Saturday. The county has not had 

a COVID-19-related death.

Some 55 of 72 counties in Wisconsin 

saw an increase in positive cases from 

Saturday to Sunday, while six of 15 

counties in the Upper Peninsula saw 

increases. 

COVID-19 cases 
continue to rise in 
twin county area

WASHINGTON — Republicans will aim 

to recast the story of Donald Trump’s pres-

idency when they hold their national con-

vention, featuring speakers drawn from 

everyday life as well as cable news and the 

White House while drawing a stark contrast 

with Democratic presidential nominee Joe 

Biden.

Trump is looking to shift his cam-

paign away from being a referendum on 

a presidency ravaged by a pandemic and 

economic collapse and toward a choice 
between vastly different visions of America’s 
future. Reshaping the national conversa-
tion around the race has taken on greater 
urgency for Trump, who trails in public and 
private surveys as the coronavirus contin-
ues to ravage the nation’s economy and his 
reelection chances.

The four-day event is themed “Honoring 
the Great American Story,” according to 
four Trump campaign officials involved 
with the planning process but not autho-
rized to discuss it by name. The conven-
tion will feature prominently a number of 
well-known Trump supporters, including 
members of the Trump family, but also 
those whom the GOP say are members 
of the “silent majority” of Americans who 
have been aided by Trump’s policies. Some 
have been “silenced” by a “cancel culture” 

pushed by Democrats, the campaign offi-

cials said.

Trump himself was expected to appear 

each night in the key 9 p.m. CDT hour, 

planners said.

Where Democrats highlighted 

Republicans who crossed party lines to 

back Biden as an indictment of Trump’s 

leadership, the GOP lineup will primarily 

feature figures on the conservative media 

circuit with the hope that they can deliver 

red meat for the president’s loyal supporters 

— though planners say they will feature 

some people who did not vote for Trump 

in 2016.

Planners insist they will put forward a 

more “positive” convention than Democrats’ 

roasting of Trump. Yet the president also 
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Trump’s vision at center of convention

See RNC, A3

■ Four-day Republican 
National Convention will 

start tonight

A1FRONTPAGE


