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Washington: FBI director says 

antifa is an ideology, not an orga-

nization. B8
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Sports: The Menominee football 
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look to it this year. B1
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Good morning,

Jessica Shaw!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Sunny with areas of frost 

HIGH: 56  LOW: 36
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MENOMINEE — During 
the Menominee Area Public 
Schools Board of Education 
meeting Thursday, the 
board was given an update 
on the start of the school 
year from some of the dis-
trict’s principals, as well as 
accepted new hires, resig-
nations and a retirement.

Blesch Elementary 
Principal Scott Martin said 
so far, the school year has 
started off well. “Staff has 
been wonderful, the kids 
have been wonderful. We’ve 
had a lot of worries about 
masks in school, and it’s 

been phenomenal to see 

how the kids have adjust-

ed and how the staff has 

adjusted. We’ve had no 

issues with kids or staff 

wearing masks,” he said.

“It really falls back to 

the teachers and what 

they’re doing to implement 

our plan,” Martin said. 

“Our plan is going really 

well, but that falls back on 

the teachers, because the 

teachers are the ones with 

the kids every day helping 

us implement that plan. So 

when you see your teach-

ers, thank them, because 

they’re the ones making it 

happen.”

“I feel like I’ve never 

known our students to be 

so excited about school 

starting than they were 

this year,” said Board Vice-

President Julie Hendrick.

Randi Ahrndt, the prin-

cipal at Central Elementary 

School, said COVID-19 

has affected the elementa-

ry school directly. “It real-

ly has been a crazy couple 

of weeks. COVID-19 has 

hit close to our home; we 

have four confirmed posi-

tive cases at Central right 

now. We have approximate-

ly 17 staff members who are 

out either in quarantine or 

have symptoms, my family 

included, so it’s been a real-

ly difficult week,” she said.

“But we’ve had staff from 

Central, staff from Blesch, 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

See MAPS, A3

MAPS hires new subs

MENOMINEE — The Menominee Regional Airport now 
offers flight instruction to those interested in learning to 
become a pilot.

The Pilotsmith Flight School, based in Green Bay, recent-
ly signed an operation agreement with Menominee County 
and has an instructor on location. 

Tyler Fewins, a Marinette native, has been instructing 
aviation at Menominee Regional Airport for a few months. 
Having recently graduated from the University of North 
Dakota; he said he happy to be back home in the area.

“It’s not that I didn’t enjoy my time in North Dakota, but 
I really wanted to come back and I had the opportunity to 
teach here in Menominee,” he said.

Currently, the Pilotsmith Flight School has about four 
students at the Menominee Regional Airport but is looking 
to continue to grow and take on students.

Through Pilotsmith, students learn how to fly on the 
Cessna 152, also known as the Skyhawk, which Fewins 

By Emily Harwood

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Flight instruction 
offered at airport

See FLYING, A3

■ Menominee airport partnered   
with a flight school in Green Bay
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Flight instructor Tyler Fewins goes through his safety 
checklist in a Cessna 152 plane before taking off for flight 
Wednesday in Menominee.

MARINETTE — The Marinette 
County Administrative Committee 
voted to unanimously approve the 
2021 budget for the county; the 
Marinette County Board will then be 
asked to approve the budget at its 
October meeting. Several departments 
will be receiving updates in the 2021 
budget. A major upgrade will be for 
the County Clerk’s office.

“Replacing county-wide voting 
machines, which were originally pur-
chased in 2006, has been requested 
by County Clerk Kathy Brandt. This 
is a purchase that they clerk’s has 

moved up, originally 
the machines were to 
be replaced in 2023,” 
County Administrator 
John Lefebvre said.

The reason for mov-
ing this purchase for-
ward to next year is 
because of the massive 

increase in absentee 
ballots the county clerks 

have been seeing in the past year. A 
large increase in absentee ballots for 
all elections is expected to become the 
norm in the future, so new machines 
that can handle the influx of absentee 
ballots are required. 

However, several other depart-
ments, such as law enforcement, have 
received several budget cuts. “Law 
enforcement actually requested twice 
as much money as they got. They 
originally wanted to purchase eight 

new vehicles in 2021, but we ended 
up knocking that number down to 
just four. This cut was necessary to 
balance the budget,” said Lefebvre. 
While law enforcement is only replac-
ing four vehicles next year, they have 
not yet decided which ones they will 
be replacing. 

While the budget is more-or-less 
complete, Lefebvre reminded the com-
mittee that the budget is still in devel-
opment. “I would ask the committee 
to give us a little latitude to tweak 
the budget until October’s coun-
ty board meeting to make any nec-
essary changes or updates. We still 
have three weeks until we have to 
publish the final budget, so if some-
thing comes up within the next two 
weeks I’ll report it at our next meeting, 
and if you don’t like the change you 
can change it on county board day,” 
Lefebvre said. 

By ABBY KNIPFEL
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Admin. Committee approves budget
■ Final budget to be 
approved in October

Lefebvre

PESHTIGO — Peshtigo 
High School has a vocation-
al studies program created 
by teacher Dan Vanidestine 
which partners with local 
businesses.

Currently, at least 30 
local businesses partner 
with the school to teach 
work skills to students 
during their junior and 
senior years. Core sub-
jects are taught in a 
hybrid, blended manner to 
meet graduation require-
ments while students learn 
trade and business skills on 
the job.

Skilled work placements 
include CNC machining, 
welding, mechanics, con-
struction and any other 
types of manufacturing 
positions.

Many local employers 
can’t find enough skilled 
employees. The Peshtigo 
School District realizes the 
need to help teach students 
job skills for the careers 
that are in demand.

“We have tons of oppor-
tunities, lots of good-paying 
jobs, right here in our com-
munity,” Vanidestine 
said. Nestegg Marine 

and Riesterer and Schnell 

are two partner businesses.

“I could clone myself 

three times and maybe we’d 

catch up,” Nestegg Marine 

Service Manager Brian 

Sislo said, adding that busi-

ness is so good he can’t hire 

enough skilled employees to 

keep up with the work.

Peshtigo Senior Nevyn 

Demille is learning 

all aspects of boat and boat 

engine maintenance and 

repair at Nestegg Marine 

of Marinette.

“Work hard now, so you 

don’t have to struggle as 

much when you get older,” 

is advice Demille’s mother, 

Teresa Demille gave to her 

children.

Sislo adds, “For his 

age, Nevyn takes amazing 

responsibility and retains 

things learned very well. 

I give him grade “A’s” all 

across the board.”

Teresa Demille has 

been really impressed at 

how welcoming the team 

at Nestegg has been to her 

son. She said, “They work 

really well to schedule 

around Nevyn’s school. He’s 

a hands-on learner who is 

really doing better in school 

since working at Nestegg.”

Nestegg is so happy 

with Demille’s work that 

they intend to scholarship 

Special to the EagleHerald

Peshtigo students learn trades firsthand

Special to the EagleHerald

Peshtigo High School senior Nevyn Demille works at 
Nestegg Marine as part of the school’s vocational studies 
program.

““They work 

really well to 

schedule around 

Nevyn’s school. 

He’s a hands-

on learner who 

is really doing 

better in school 

since working at 

Nestegg.”

Teresa Demille

mother of Nevyn Demille

See TRADES, A3
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Block balance
Charlotte Carlsonh, 2, Coleman, sets up some blocks 
as Lorelai Paasch, 8 months plays at left. The kids 
were at the preschool play date Thursday at the Civic 
Center in Marinette.

School board discusses how the virus has affected the district

COVID-19

IMPACT OF

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

• Serving Marinette & Menominee
• Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

• Medication Management
• Wound Care Management

• Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
• Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment


