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MARINETTE—There is joy on 

Mudbrook Road in the Town of 

Porterfield.

Neighbors of that quiet road 

hugged—and some shed tears—

Tuesday afternoon in the lobby of 

the Herbert L. Williams Theatre 

on the UW-Green Bay, Marinette 

Campus following a decision by 

the Marinette County Board that 

will keep a violent sex offender 

from being placed in that location.

About 100 people attended the 

board meeting and 16 of them 

spoke during the public com-

ment section that took about 90 

minutes. Supervisors discussed 

the matter for another two hours 

before reaching their decision.

“I think Mudbrook Road res-

idents did an amazing job edu-

cating the board on the logistics 

of the property,” said Sarah Cher-

ney Hanson in the lobby after the 

board’s decision. She lives on the 

road with her husband Matt and 

their family.

Matt Hanson spoke during 

public comment and he held high 

a photo of his three young chil-

dren. “I will not let one of these 

individuals be harmed,” he said.

Matthew Lutze, a neighbor-

hood resident and a Marinette 

police officer, said, “It really shows 

that we’re a community that cares 

about one another.”

The board voted 28-2 against 

the development of a home for 

transitional living on a coun-

ty-owned parcel, W4802 Mud-

brook Road, including purchase 

of a used sectional home from Bay 

Area Homes and other expenses 

related to development of prop-

erty at an estimated total cost of 

$115,000.

Supervisors Rick Polzin and 

Glenn Broderick voted in favor.

Polzin, also a Marinette alder-

man, spoke on comments that 

a transitional home could be 

located in the City of Marinette, 

possibly by the Law Enforcement 

Center on University Drive.

“I don’t want to put out false 

hopes that there’s all kinds of 

places where these people are 

going to be welcome—they’re not,” 

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—As much 

of the nation resurfaces 

after more than a year 

beneath the murky waters 

of the fiscal and social cri-

sis imposed by the COVID-

19 pandemic, City of Mari-

nette officials reviewed the 

financial and operational 

progress of the REC Center 

during a recent Finance & 

Insurance committee meet-

ing.

Such discussion rep-

resents the continued and 

transparent communica-

tion among city officials and 

councilmembers to ensure 

that everyone, including 

the public, remains on the 

same page when it comes 

to understanding the prog-

ress and goals of the facility. 

According to various coun-

cil and committee mem-

bers, from the moment 

of the facility’s inception, 

Marinette officials strove 

to maintain an open dialog 

with the public and each 

other, regarding the cen-

ter’s initial inception to the 

planning and subsequent 

construction and operation 

of the center, particularly as 

it relates to finances.

“Where the REC fits in 

the budget and how much 

we earmark for it and how 

much we look at future 

expenses, is always some-

thing that we have worked 

on,” said Mayor Steve Gen-

isot. “We’ve always brought 

(information) that to 

council and we’ve always 

informed everyone as much 

as we can.”

WHAT THE DATA 

SHOWS

During the meeting, the 

committee rehashed REC 

financial data presented 

by City Finance Director 

Jackie Miller. It offered 

a picture that continues 

to show the potential of 

the facility, despite a few 

bumps in the road.

“The REC Center’s 

expenses (employees, man-

agement, infrastructure 

and, etc.) were all designed 

and planned for in a way to 

open and staff (the facility) 

appropriately to enable the 

launch of new recreational 

programming,” said Coun-

cilmember Rick Polzin.

During the meeting, City 

Finance Director Jackie 

Miller presented a six-year 

summary of both the REC 

Center and the Civic Cen-

ter showing revenues and 

After COVID, officials see REC potential
City admits challenges but sees promise

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
As the City of Marinette REC Center emerges with the 
rest of the city and the nation from the financial impacts 
wrought by the COVID-19 pandemic, during a recent meet-
ing of the City of Marinette Finance & Insurance Commit-
tee, councilmembers reviewed the facility’s operational 
and financial progress over the last six years, weighing in 
on its future potential.

See REC, A3 

Sex offender housing denied
Board’s decision ensures man won’t 
be placed on Mudbrook Road 

The EagleHerald/Dan Kitkowski
Matthew Lutze, a resident of Mudbrook Road in Porterfield, speaks against placing a violent sex offender 
in his neighborhood Tuesday at the Marinette County Board meeting. He is holding his young daughter.

See HOUSING, A2

LANSING, Mich. (AP)  —Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer asked the White 

House on Tuesday if it would con-

sider sending additional COVID-19 

vaccines to states, including Mich-

igan, that face surging coronavirus 

cases.

White House COVID-19 coordi-

nator Jeff Zients responded that U.S. 

officials were thinking through how 

to address hot spots. Everything 

was on the table, he said, pledging 

to “support you as you face a diffi-

cult situation in Michigan,” accord-

ing to a readout of a conference call 

provided by the office of Washing-

ton Gov. Jay Inslee.

Whitmer was among seven gov-

ernors who participated in the 

meeting hosted by the White House 

and the National Governors Asso-

ciation.

Michigan had the country’s sec-

ond-highest per-capita case rate 

over the past week, trailing only 

New York. The seven-day daily aver-

age was 5,157 on Sunday, more than 

double from 2,223 two weeks ear-

lier.

Starting next Monday, all people 

ages 16 and older in Michigan will 

be eligible for the vaccine. Whitmer 

is encouraging providers to priori-

tize the most vulnerable, including 

seniors and those with disabilities, 

but says they should vaccinate res-

idents ages 16 through 49 now if 

there are unfilled appointments.

Whitmer asks White House about extra vaccines for hot spots
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“
“Recreation is something that is offered to 

the community—we have a fire department, 

we have police, we have public works and we 

have public recreation.”

Dorothy Kowalski
Common Council president


