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TOP makes steps forward
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

TOWN OF PESHTIGO—
After the April 6, spring 
election, the Town of 
Peshtigo Town Board dove 
into a long list of priority 
“to-dos” that necessitated 
tying up a few loose ends 
and working to implement 

a streamlined operation. 
In her first 30 days fol-

lowing the spring elec-
tion, Town Board Chair-
person Cindy Boyle said 
that the more urgent 
“to-dos” became self-evi-
dent, prompting the board 
to convene multiple times 
during that first month, 
so as to begin undertak-
ing those priorities. During 
the May 18 meeting, those 
efforts began allowing 
them to gradually check a 
few items off the list.

COMMUNICATION 
AND TECHNOLOGY: 
WEBSITE CONTRACT

Initially, according to 
Boyle, one of the more 
urgent tasks at hand cen-
tered on implement-
ing more functional and 
structural procedures that 
enhance the overall effi-
ciency of how the town’s 
government operates. Such 
enhancements address 
everything from the method 
and the timing of how the 
board receives communi-
cations to the functions of 
committees.

A 2009 report by Com-
mGap, a leading U.S. lan-
guage service company 
titled, “The Contribution 
of Government Communi-
cation Capacity to Achiev-
ing Good Governance Out-
comes,” provided some 
insight into the impor-
tance of communication 
in government. The report 
stemmed from a roundtable 
held at The George Wash-
ington University’s Elliott 
School for International 

Affairs.
It stated that “provid-

ing citizens with adequate 
information on priorities, 
programs and activities 
contributes to government 
legitimacy.” In other words, 
communication facilitates 
conciseness, transparency 
and effectiveness.

An integral component 
of how any town govern-
ment communicates in 
the contemporary world 
centers on the way it har-
monizes with technology. 
Coherent communication 
relies heavily on technol-
ogy.

For some time, prior to 
the spring election, some 
technological gaps loomed 
apparent for TOP when, 
especially within the vast 
realm of the digital world, 
where the town makes a 
somewhat disjointed pres-
ence on the Web.

“The town is in dire need 
of a website,” Boyle said.

And during last week’s 
town board meeting, offi-
cials took a major step 
towards filling that need 
when they unanimously 
approved to contract with 
Town Web LLC out of Mad-
ison to revamp TOP’s exist-
ing clunky and broken web-
site. Town Web represented 
one of the two least expen-
sive options out of five bids. 
The contract rings in at 
$1,599 for an initial design 
with an annual hosting fee 
of $1,260. Town Web’s port-
folio includes over 600 
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Helfert returns to court
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—A 23-year-

old Menominee man Friday told 

how former law 

enforcement offi-

cer Brian Helfert 

befriended him 

and allegedly car-

ried on a six-year 

sexually abusive 

relationship with 

him during his 

teens.

He told how the former deputy 

allegedly groped him in his squad 

car during “ride alongs” while 

out in the county and on a police 

boat during the city’s Waterfront 

Festival and how Helfert and he 

allegedly had sexual relations 

dozens, if not hundreds, of times 

in a spare bedroom of Helfert’s 

Menominee home.

The young man’s mother tes-

tified how her son would come 

back from a visit to Helfert’s 

house and lay on the floor of the 

shower crying.

The man and his mom were 

the only witnesses to testify Fri-

day during a preliminary exam-

ination for Helfert in Menominee 

County District Court. The Eagle-

Herald does not print the names 

of possible sexual assault victims 

without their consent.

After about four hours of tes-

timony, District Judge Robert J. 

Jamo said he will make his rul-

ing today on whether Helfert will 

be bound over for trial in Circuit 

Court. A preliminary examina-

tion is a sort of mini trial, where 

the prosecution is required to 

show that there is probable cause 

that the charged crime was com-

mitted and that it is more likely 

than not that the accused com-

mitted that crime.

Jamo can either bind the 

defendant over for trial, bind 

some of the charges over for trial 

or dismiss all of the charges.

Helfert is currently serving a 

six-month jail sentence in Onto-

nagon, Michigan, after previously 

pleading guilty to attempted 

accosting of a teenager for immoral 

purposes. He was arrested last 

month on an 11-count felony 

complaint regarding alleged inci-

dents with another boy.

He is charged with: Child sex-

ually abusive activity, four counts 

of criminal sexual conduct—first 

degree, three counts of criminal 

sexual conduct —  third degree, 

two counts of assault with intent 

to commit sexual penetration, 

gross indecency between males 

and sexually delinquent person 

notice.

Helfert could receive multiple 

life sentences if convicted of the 

criminal sexual conduct charges.

Alleged victim testifies

The 23-year-old man was on 

the witness stand for about two 

hours Friday. He said he met Hel-

fert through relatives in 2013 

when he was 15 years old. He said 

it didn’t take long for he and the 

then sheriff ’s deputy to start a 

friendship.

“He was a police officer and 

I wanted him to be a mentor to 

me,” the man said. “I wanted to 

be a police officer.”

He said Helfert suggested he 

Judge will rule if case goes to trial
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Menominee County Prosecuting Attorney Jeffrey T. Rogg (right) confers with Menominee County Sheriff’s 
Department Detective Sgt. Jason McGhee Friday during the preliminary examination for Brian W. Helfert.
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A beautiful day at the Town of Peshtigo dump/recycling 
center. The center is just one of many items comprising a 
long list of “to-dos” for the town’s board of supervisors.See FOCUS, A3

The crew at “American 
Pickers” say they are excited 
to return to Wisconsin. 
They plan to film episodes 
of The History Channel hit 
television series through-
out Wisconsin in July.

“We understand that 
with the proliferation of 
COVID-19, we are all facing 
very uncertain times,” they 
said in a statement. “We at 
‘American Pickers’ are tak-
ing the pandemic very seri-
ously and will be following 
all guidelines and proto-
cols for safe filming as out-
lined by the state and CDC. 
While we plan to be in Wis-
consin this July, we will 
continue to re-schedule if 
conditions change for the 
worse. Regardless, we are 
excited to continue to reach 
the many collectors in the 
area to discuss their years 
of picking.”

“American Pickers” is a 
documentary series that 
explores the fascinating 
world of antique “picking” 
on The History Channel. 
The show follows skilled 
pickers in the business, as 
they hunt for America’s 
most valuable antiques. 
They are always excited to 
find sizeable, unique collec-
tions and learn the interest-
ing stories behind them.

As they hit the back 
roads from coast to coast, 
the Pickers are on a mission 
to recycle and rescue for-
gotten relics. Along the way, 
they want to meet charac-
ters with remarkable and 
exceptional items. They 
hope to give historically 
significant objects a new 
lease on life, while learning 
a thing or two about Ameri-
ca’s past along the way.

‘American 
Pickers’ 

to film in 
Wisconsin

See PICKERS, A2  

MARINETTE — On Fri-
day the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court terminated its 
COVID-19 orders, leaving 
the decision with respect 
to further safety precau-
tions up to the individual 
counties to be made by the 
judges in that county.

Marinette County Judge 
Jane Sequin and Judge Jim 
Morrison met and discussed 
this issue Friday and agreed 
that effective immediately 

we will impose no COVID-
19 orders. Masks, social dis-
tancing and hand sanitiz-
ing requirements no lon-
ger apply.

Neither Sequin, Com-
missioner Nancy Kallgren, 
nor Morrison will object or 
restrict in any way person’s 
individual decision to wear 
a mask or take other rea-
sonable precautions.

Morrison added, “We 
will continue to utilize 

Zoom for remote appear-
ances. Our pre-existing 
orders with respect to 
Zoom remain in effect. Spe-
cifically, request for Zoom 
appearances must be made 
by an appropriate filing at 
least five days prior to the 
court hearing. Telephone 
and email requests for 
Zoom cannot be accepted. 
All of the Zoom protocols 
remain in effect for any 
Zoom appearances.”

A formal order to this 

effect will be entered today 

to memorialize this com-

munication.

Marinette County Public 

Defender Bradley Schraven 

will provide a copy of this 

order to all members of the 

Marinette County Bar Asso-

ciation in his capacity as 

president.

Marinette County judges decide on mask ruling


