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Good morning, 
James Strohl!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Partly sunny with 
light wind; chance of rain

HIGH: 76     LOW: 63

DEATHS
Boneham, Barbara J.

Christopherson, Arnold H.

Eisner, Mary Louisa

Jarvis, Randall S.

Lake, Arlene M.

Walker, William Jr.

INSIDE
World: International scientists have launched an effort to deter-

mine the nationality of explorer Christopher Columbus. A7

Sports: The Menominee baseball team won in wild walkoff fashon 

agaisnt Gladstone. B1
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Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo kindergarten student Katie McNulty holds a chick up close. Students were able to 
watch the chicks through the entire incubation process until they hatched. Teachers say it 
was a great experience for the young students. See story on A2

Learning about life cycles

Marinette Water Utility resumes disconnect notices

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—In addition to the 

adverse health and social impacts 

that paralyzed much of the globe, the 

nation and the State of Wisconsin 

for over the past year, the COVID-19 

pandemic produced a wake of finan-

cial hardships at all socio-economic 

levels as it spread through.

In confronting those hardships, 

and to prevent compounding an 

already serious situation, in March 

of 2020 the Public Service Commis-

sion of Wisconsin (PSC) ordered 

utility regulators to maintain ser-

vice to customers during the pan-

demic, regardless of bill payment. 

During that time, the PSC also sup-

plemented various utility entities 

with financial support to assure they 

remained capable of delivering safe 

water, sewer, gas and electricity to 

their customers during the crisis.

That moratorium ended in April, 

but in Marinette, for water utilities, 

the disconnect freeze extended 

a month longer into May. Conse-

quently, for some Marinette resi-

dents and businesses, as well as for 

the employees with the city’s Water 

and Wastewater Department and 

utilities, last week marked a diffi-

cult moment and the first time the 

department needed to carry out 

disconnections since the morato-

rium began.

In March of 2021, one year after 

the disconnect moratorium, PSC 

unanimously voted to allow util-

ity providers to restart disconnec-

tion of service for nonpayment. 

The earliest those disconnections 

could occur was April 15.

In Marinette however, the water 

department allowed residents 

extra time before commencing 

disconnection. Residents falling 

behind in their water utility bills, 

received an additional month-long 

reprieve to address unpaid bills.

“We could have disconnected 

a month sooner,” said Water and 

Wastewater Business Manager 

Dana Weber. “But we figured we 

would wait another month to try 

and work with people as best we 

could. Now we are at the point 

where we really have to get back to 

getting people in the habit of pay-

ing on time.”

Wisconsin Public Service, the 

entity that regulates gas and elec-

tric utilities, recommenced dis-

connects in April. Annually, each 

winter PSC upholds a utility 

moratorium on electric utility dis-

connects for reasons related to the 

obvious: the dangers of sub-zero 

Wisconsin temperatures.

Water utility does not fall under 

the mandate of that moratorium 

unless residents use a boiler sys-

tem to heat their homes.

Weber explained that the process 

for water disconnects commences 

when a resident falls two months 

behind in bill payments that total 

$80 or more. At that point, the 

water utility department sends out 

a disconnect notice. The depart-

ment grants three weeks from the 

time of notice for residents to make 

some sort of arrangement or pay-

ment. Coming out of the pandemic, 

the potential for a significant accu-

mulation in unpaid bills reaches a 

high probability for those acutely 

affected by the financial fallout. 

Moratorium because of COVID 
comes to an end

See BILLS, A2 

Marinette board hears from parents on masks
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The topic of masks, and par-
ticularly mask-wearing for students in the Mari-
nette School District, was brought to the Mari-
nette School Board Tuesday by parents during 
the board’s regular monthly meeting.

During the public comment portion of the 
meeting, three parents spoke to the board con-
cerning the district’s masking policy. Brian 
Abeln, a father of three students in the dis-
trict, said he has been concerned about a lack 
of response from the board to himself and other 
parents who have reached out to them on this 

topic. “It’s time to readjust the situation pub-
licly. We as concerned parents and family of 
these students would like this board to schedule 
an emergency meeting of the board to have an 
open discussion on this topic. It’s time to allow 
our kids to enjoy the freedoms we as Americans 
have always had. It’s time to let them go mask 
optional,” he said.

He said he had put out a post on social media 
to see if others in the district felt similarly, and 
he said he was flooded with comments, texts 
and emails from all sides of the issue, as well 
as several phone calls, within 24 hours of post-
ing. He said the general feeling among those 
who responded to him was that the board didn’t 
want to discuss the topic, and said some parents 

expressed to him that they felt targeted or that 
their children were treated differently because 
of their opinion on the topic. “If this is true, and 
I can only assume it is since the rules are troglo-
dyte at best, then there needs to be an open con-
versation,” he said.

Abeln said from the research he has done, 
the topic hasn’t been discussed by the board. 
“Everyone sitting in this group are really good 
people with really good intentions. I know this 
because we’re a small town and we all run into 
each other, and there are a lot of good people in 
this room. I realized I was not doing what was 
best for my kids. I’m happy to sit with any and 
all of you and have the conversation that needs 

See MASKS, A5

JCI PFAS solution 
OK’d, but some  
concern lingers

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—In March, the 

EagleHerald reported on the sub-

mittal of a proposal to the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) that outlined a project known 

as the groundwater extraction and 

treatment system (GETS). The pro-

posal addresses a region of chemical 

contamination in the City of Mari-

nette caused by Tyco Fire Products 

LP, a subsidiary of Johnson Controls 

Inc. (JCI/Tyco).

In a letter dated Tuesday (May 

18), the DNR granted conditional 

approval of that proposed system.

The system works to address a 

highly concentrated region of PFAS 

(per- and poly-fluoroalkyl sub-

stances) contamination that lies at 

the center of a much larger plume 

of PFAS-contaminated groundwa-

ter extending throughout much of 

the Marinette municipality and the 

Town of Peshtigo (TOP).

PFAS comprise a family of man-

made chemicals utilized in various 

industrial and consumer products 

and favored for their special prop-

erties. More importantly, scientific 

evidence links PFAS exposure to sev-

eral adverse human health effects, 

including cancer.

The contamination and sub-

sequent GETS remediation pro-

posal both stem from historic oper-

ations by Tyco. For decades, runoff 

from Tyco’s outdoor fire suppression 

testing facility, known as the Fire 

Technology Center (FTC), resulted in 
the seepage of aqueous film-forming 
foams (AFFF) into the environment. 
PFAS serves as the constituent ingre-
dient in AFFF, impart the foam with 
its special properties and effective-
ness on flammable liquid fires.

GETS will consist of a series of 
nine wells strategically positioned 
along a Marinette stormwater 
artery known as Ditch B. The ditch 
crosses—or parallels—the FTC prop-
erty, before emptying into the Bay of 
Green Bay.

According to Alyssa Sellwood, 
DNR project manager, Division of 
Environmental Management, Reme-
diation and Redevelopment, the sys-
tem functions more in reducing con-
tamination of the bay than in pre-
venting it, but she also added that 
the reduction is significant.

The system achieves that goal 
by intercepting the contaminated 
upwell of groundwater before it can 
reach Ditch B.

“This (approved proposal) is a 
major step forward in our effort to 
clean up the PFAS from our prop-
erty,” said Katie McGinty, JCI vice 
president & chief sustainability, gov-
ernment and regulatory affairs offi-
cer. “We are very pleased with this 
green light for us to get out there, 
and get going, in getting rid of the 
PFAS. And we are enormously grate-
ful for the support and the signifi-
cant vote of confidence from the 
DNR … this is one of the most com-
prehensive undertakings in tackling 
PFAS anywhere in the country.”

See PFAS, A3


