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Good morning,

Robert Bierke!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny and

warm with light wind
HIGH: 82  LOW: 64

MARINETTE — Just 16 
days removed from an industri-
al incident down the street that 
sent contaminated water into 
the Menominee River, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
declared the river has been 
removed from the list of water-
ways of concern that feed into the 
Great Lakes region.

“It’s a big day, and it was many 
years in the making,” Marinette 
Mayor Steve Genisot said of the 
announcement that took place 
Tuesday at Menekaunee Harbor 
Park among both local officials 
and about 40 clean-water activists 
who held protest signs, reading, 
“And we’ll continue our efforts.”

Andrew Wheeler, the adminis-
trator for the EPA, noted the river 
is the first in Wisconsin to be del-
isted among 31 tabbed as prob-
lematic due to contamination. 
It’s the fifth to get a clean bill of 
health among them.

“The work is done and the EPA 
agrees,” he said of efforts dating 
back more than 30 years, not-
ing that the work to clean up the 
region’s rivers is “closer to the end 
than the beginning.”

He referenced a history along 
the river where industry caused 
pollution dating back before the 
EPA’s creation 50 years ago. At 
least six types of contaminants 
found their way into the water-
ways.

“This is an example of creating 
environmentally healthy places 
with great economic potential,” he 
said.

Genisot said the river in total 
has received upwards of $100 mil-
lion during 30 years of clean-up 
efforts. The harbor itself received 
$10 million — about $8 million 
from the federal government and 
$2 million each from the city and 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.

The positive designation com-
ing at the edge of the harbor caps 
off a transformation that included 
the dredging of arsenic-laden sed-
iment, the creation of fish habitat, 
landscaping, and the installation 
of launches and docks for kayaks 
and boats.

“This is what the public sees,” 
Genisot said, gesturing toward the 
harbor’s pristine setting. “What it 
took to get here was lots of work 
and strong partnerships.”

The Lower Menominee River’s 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
is among those partners. 
Co-chairman Keith West noted 
the long process was long and 
daunting.

“This is a day that even 12 
years ago I didn’t think I’d ever 

see,” he said in reference to when 
he joined the fight. “This isn’t the 
end of it, we know that. But it’s an 
incredible first step.

“My biggest concern at this 
point is our ability to carry on. 
This work can easily be undone 
if we’re not vigilant. We need 
the next generation to become 
involved to protect these waters.”

Genisot didn’t think the 
recent July 27 spill by Tyco Fire 
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Feds remove Menominee River from concern list
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Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
speaks during a press conference Tuesday at Menekaunee Harbor in 
Marinette. Wheeler was in Marinette to announce that the Menominee 
River has been delisted from a group of waterways tabbed as problem-
atic because of contamination.

A rehabbed river

““This is what the public sees. What it took to 

get here was lots of work and strong partner-

ships.”

Steve Genisot

Marinette mayor

MARINETTE — The 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s announcement that 
the Menominee River has been 
removed from a list of water-
ways of concern didn’t stop 
clean water protesters from 
attending the session Tuesday 
at Menekaunee Harbor Park.

There were about 40 pro-
testers, including Town of 
Peshtigo supervisors Kayla 
Furton and Kristin Edgar.

Furton argued that the 
“safe” amount of PFAS that 
could be present in the com-
munity’s drinking water was 
too high. According to the 
EPA, a safe amount of PFAS 
is 70 parts per trillion, or 70 

nano grams per liter. The pro-

testers, many from the group 

S.O.H2O, believe that the safe 

levels should be lowered to 20 

parts per trillion. 

Edgar said it’s important 

for citizens to impact change. 

“If you want things to change, 

you have to put the work in,” 

she said.

She said many candidates 

have been elected because of 

their thoughts on clean water, 

but she added that any elect-

ed officials at the protest were 

not there because of the offices 

they hold.

“A lot of people who have 

been voted in recently were 

voted in because of their activ-

ism,” Edgar said. ““We are all 

just here as citizens.” 
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EPA conference 
attracts protesters

EagleHerald/Matt Lehmann

From left, Nora Klochesy, Bianca Furton and Gram Klochesy hold up signs 
calling to regulate PFAS during a press conference by the Environmental 
Protection Agency Tuesday at Menekaunee Harbor Park in Marinette.

MARINETTE — The Wisconsin 
Partisan Primary election Tuesday 
saw record high participation via 
absentee ballots.

“There were more people voting 
via absentee ballots this year than 
voted in any form last year,” said 
City Clerk Lana Bero., “Voter par-
ticipation in these elections usually 
isn’t very high.”

Some 972 absentee ballots were 
submitted for this election alone, 
with 375 in-person voters passing 
through the polls by 1 p.m. on elec-
tion day. Kay Nelson, the chief elec-
tion inspector, said that she expect-
ed about 600 in-person voters by the 
end of voting. 

When asked about why partic-
ipation is up, Bero explained that 
awareness of absentee ballots is up 
due to COVID and them being men-
tioned in the media so often. 

Many voters said that  local issues 
motivated them to get involved. 
Katherine Georgeson, a local voter, 
said that she had voted in every 
election she could since she was 18. 

Georgeson said that several local 
issues influenced how she voted. 
“Locally, I think the environment 
is the most important thing, mak-
ing sure that whoever gets in gets 
it under control and holds corpora-
tions accountable,” she said.

High 
absentee 
ballots in 
primary
By ABBY KNIPFEL
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WILMINGTON, Del. — Joe Biden named 
California Sen. Kamala Harris as his running 
mate on Tuesday, making history by selecting 
the first Black woman to compete on a major 
party’s presidential ticket and acknowledging 
the vital role Black voters will play in his bid 
to defeat President Donald Trump.

In choosing Harris, Biden is embracing 
a former rival from the Democratic prima-
ry who is familiar with the unique rigor of 
a national campaign. The 55-year-old first-
term senator, who is also of South Asian 
descent, is one of the party’s most prominent 
figures. She quickly became a top contender 
for the No. 2 spot after her own White House 
campaign ended.

She will appear with Biden for the first time 
as his running mate at an event Wednesday 
near his home in Wilmington, Delaware.

In announcing the pick, Biden called 
Harris a “fearless fighter for the little guy, and 
one of the country’s finest public servants.” 
She said Biden would “unify the American 
people” and “build an America that lives up 
to our ideals.”

Harris joins Biden at a moment of unprec-
edented national crisis. The coronavirus pan-
demic has claimed the lives of more than 
160,000 people in the U.S., far more than the 
toll experienced in other countries. Business 
closures and disruptions resulting from the 
pandemic have caused severe economic prob-
lems. Unrest, meanwhile, has emerged across 
the country as Americans protest racism and 
police brutality.

Trump’s uneven handling of the crises has 
given Biden an opening, and he enters the 
fall campaign in strong position against the 
president. In adding Harris to the ticket, he 

can point to her relatively centrist record on 
issues such as health care and her back-
ground in law enforcement in the nation’s 
largest state.

The president told reporters on Tuesday 
he was “a little surprised” that Biden picked 
Harris, pointing to their debate stage disputes 
during the primary. Trump, who has donated 
to her previous campaigns, argued she was 
“about the most liberal person in the U.S. 
Senate.”

“I would have thought that Biden would 

have tried to stay away from that a little bit,” 
he said.

Harris’s record as California attorney gen-
eral and district attorney in San Francisco was 
heavily scrutinized during the Democratic 
primary and turned away some liberals and 
younger Black voters who saw her as out 
of step on issues of racism in the legal sys-
tem and police brutality. She declared her-
self a “progressive prosecutor” who backs law 
enforcement reforms.
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Biden picks Harris as running mate,
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In this Oct. 2, 2019, file photo, then-Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, 
D-Calif., listens during a gun safety forum in Las Vegas. Democratic presidential candidate 
former Vice President Joe Biden has chosen Harris as his running mate. 

MARINETTE — With just 20 per-
cent of the results tabulated, incum-
bent lawmaker John Nygren had an 
early commanding lead over chal-
lenger Andi Rich in the 89th District 
Assembly race.

Nygren, R-Marinette, had 744 
votes compared to 88 for Rich. That’s 
more than 89 percent of the vote.

The winner of this Republican con-
test will face Democrat Karl Jaeger in 
the November general election.

With 15 percent reporting, 
Jonathon Hansen is ahead of 
Sandra Ewald in the Democratic 
primary for State Senate District 30. 
Hansen had a little more than 61 
percent of all votes cast. 

Nygren has 
an early lead


