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Good morning, 
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TODAY: Increasing clouds. Wind 
5 to 10 mph, with gusts up to 15.

HIGH: 37     LOW: 34

DEATHS
Lindstrom, Deloyd J.

INSIDE
Boomers&Beyond: ADRC shares 

information about medicare open 

enrollment. A9

Sports: Dream season ends for 

Coleman. B1

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer
mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The City of Mari-
nette’s Community Development 
Plan is nearing its final stages of 
revision and is expected to be com-
plete early next year. Urban Planner 
Amanda Arnold from Ayres Associ-
ates, Inc, an engineering consultant, 
presented the plan in its current state 
at a community meeting Wednesday 
and gathered feedback from attend-
ing residents.

The City of Marinette received 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds in early 2020 to 
develop a plan that will set city objec-
tives and policies for 2022 through 
2027. Community members can view 
the current plan at https://www.
marinettecomdev.com/ and contrib-
ute input by filling out the commu-
nity survey (https://www.marinette-
comdev.com/community-survey) or 
by contacting Arnold at 1-608-443-
1200, 1-608-441-3564 or ArnoldA@
AyresAssociates.com.

During the presentation, Arnold 
identified five main goals for the city:

 �Marketing Marinette to people 
and businesses

 � Increasing housing
 � Encouraging redevelopment 

and investment
 � Supporting businesses
 � Providing resources that people 

need to live well
The presence of per- and polyfluo-

roalkyl substance (PFAS) contamina-
tion in the city is an ongoing obsta-
cle for marketing the community to 
outsiders, one resident pointed out.

She thought PFAS mitigation 

should be the top priority in the plan, 
given that it impacts the city’s image 
and almost any development project 
the city might undertake.

“I think we need a big investment 
toward fixing what we now know to 
be a major environmental catastro-
phe in our area,” she said. “This could 
go a very long way, I think it would 
be a great jumping off point for help-
ing literally every other thing (in this 
plan).”

The resident said, to this end, that 
she would like to see more PFAS test-
ing so that the city can have a better 
picture of the extent of the contam-
ination.

Marinette Mayor Steve Genisot 

said the city is hoping to partner with 
the University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay (UWGB) on more research 
and testing for PFAS. Alderperson 
Doug Oitzinger also suggested that 
the hospital—Aurora Medical Cen-
ter-Bay Area—and local medical clin-
ics partner with UWGB to examine 
the health impacts of this contami-
nation.

In terms of attracting people to 
the area, Arnold mentioned the idea 
of offering monetary incentives for 
people to move to Marinette, a strat-
egy that other cities across the coun-
try, like Baltimore, Maryland, are 

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—For the third time since the Menom-

inee Lighthouse was restored in 2017, vandals hit the 

iconic structure with graffiti late Saturday or early Sun-

day, prompting a donor to pledge a $5,000 reward for 

information leading to the arrest of those who defaced 

the property.

“It’s our icon. It’s our symbol of Menominee,” Mike 

Kaufman, executive director of the Menominee County 

Historical Society, said about the lighthouse.

Graffiti also was found on the exterior of Menomi-

nee High School, and school authorities reportedly were 

reviewing video footage to determine who might be 

involved. The high school confirmed the incident but 

calls to the principal and assistant principal requesting 

comment were not returned at press time.

The reward funds were provided by an anonymous 

donor and will come from the Menominee County His-

torical Society, which runs lighthouse tours from Memo-

rial Day to Labor Day four days per week.

Another donor, Timothy Farley of Farley Consulting, 

contacted the EagleHerald Thursday about making a 

$100 contribution to the reward fund. Donations can be 

sent to the Menominee Historical Society at P.O. Box 151, 

Menominee, MI, 49858. Farley, who grew up in Mari-

nette, lives in Arizona but has a summer house on Shore 

Drive. He said he read about the vandalism on ehextra.

com.

“That area is so beautiful and that lighthouse is one 

of its prized landmarks. They should install security 

Menominee Lighthouse hit with graffiti

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Volunteers cleaned most of the graffiti from the Menominee Lighthouse Monday but said the white base should be 
repainted in the spring.

Residents share ideas for improvements

EagleHerald/Maya Shimizu Harris
Ayres Associates Urban Planner Amanda Arnold presents the current draft 
of the 2022-2027 Community Development Plan at a community meeting 
Wednesday.

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—During 
its regular meeting Mon-
day, the Menominee City 
Council avoided discuss-
ing several lawsuits the 
city faces over the way it 
awarded retail marijuana 
licenses late this summer.

But during the time 
for public comments, 
the council heard from 
Menominee attorney Ran-
dall Philipps, who is repre-
senting marijuana retailer 
Attitude Wellness/Lume in 
a lawsuit against the city.

As of Thursday, Phil-
lipps said he still wasn’t 
aware of who would be 
defending the city in the 
litigation. The city coun-
cil members have been 
named in several lawsuits, 
along with the city employ-
ees who participated in the 
selection process for mari-
juana retail licenses.

About the Attitude Well-
ness/Lume lawsuit, which 
the EagleHerald reported 
on Nov. 9, Philipps said 
before the city council 
Monday, “We’re hoping it’s 
not acrimonious. We’re try-
ing to get relief from cer-
tain things. We’re surprised 

to see there’s some lack of 

knowledge on behalf of 

some of the city members 

about that.”

The city hasn’t yet filed a 

response in writing to Atti-

tude Wellness/Lume’s fil-

ing, Philipps said.

“Our action actually 

now is in default status. 

The city has not filed an 

answer to that action and 

we just wanted to note that 

for the record,” Philipps 

said.

Philipps also pointed 

out the marijuana ordi-

nance’s six-month time 

period for retailers to be 

operational from the date 

their license was issued 

could be a problem. “The 

problem that I think a lot of 

us in the industry are going 

to have, we’re encounter-

ing unanticipated delays. 

The way the ordinance is 

written, it leaves it solely 

as a matter of discretion 

to the city as to whether 

or not to extend that time-

frame for that construc-

tion,” Philipps said.

“We’re not asking for a 

blank check for our facility, 

but we’re thinking that per-

haps you should look at lan-

guage of other ordinances 

Menominee Council’s 
response to lawsuit is tardy

See CDBG, A2 See TARDY, A2

See GRAFFITI, A2
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Visit

downtownmenominee.com

for participating merchants & 

a chance to win a Yeti cooler 

 


