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Higher education 
group promotes 

local learning
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—UW-Green Bay 

Marinette Campus and North-

east Wisconsin Technical College 

(NWTC) Marinette Campus hosted 

a virtual breakfast Thursday with 

business and industry leaders in 

the area. The purpose was to inform 

local businesses about the Mari-

nette Area Higher Education Coa-

lition, an educational partnership 

between the two schools, as well 

as explore further collaboration 

with businesses and industries in 

recruiting and retaining a work-

force for the Marinette area.

“We know some of you, we’ve 

had a chance to talk about this col-

laboration, but we just wanted to 

remind folks that it makes sense on 

so many levels, not just on location, 

but it’s how we can best serve stu-

dents and businesses in our region,” 

said NWTC Dean Jennifer Flatt.

Flatt said the schools want to 

make sure that college students 

in the area are taking a path that 

serves them the best in develop-

ing a career in the community. “We 

have not merged; we are continu-

ing to serve the missions we have 

served for a very long time, but we 

are working more collaboratively,” 

she said.

UWGB Marinette Campus exec-

utive Officer Cindy Bailey said the 

two schools together constitute a 

community resource for developing 

career pathways and training the 

essential workforce, particularly 

now with the option for students 

to earn bachelor’s degrees locally in 

certain fields.

“We’ve heard over the years that 

folks wanted it, and we know that, 

because we didn’t have it as a com-

munity, students were leaving,” 

Flatt said. “Once students leave, we 

have to try to woo them back. But 

if we can keep them here, to show 

them the career pathways and that 

the beautiful community that they 

grew up in can offer them more, we 

don’t have to woo them.”

Currently, Flatt said the two 

schools have four bachelor’s degree 

pathways. The first is called “Con-

nected Circuits,” which allows stu-

dents to start at NWTC and earn 

the electromechanical associate’s 

degree or the automation asso-

ciate’s degree, and continue at 

UWGB Marinette Campus work-

ing on their bachelor’s degrees in 

electrical engineering technology. 

She said both programs are flexi-

ble and can be completed while stu-

dents are working.

“The same is true of our business 

management associate degree into 

the business management bache-

lor’s degree: Very flexible schedul-

ing, many options are available for 

courses, and it can be completed 

full-time as a traditional age stu-

dent or non-traditional age student 

Headstart 
conducts 
event for  
parents

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald Staff Writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menom-

inee, Delta, Schoolcraft Commu-

nity Action Agency (MDSCAA) 

Childhood Program held a par-

ent appreciation drive-through 

event at each of its six centers, 

including one in Menominee.

MDSCAA Early Childhood 

Program is a Head Start program 

that services Menominee, Delta 

and Schoolcraft counties.

This event was held to thank 

parents for the extra work 

they’ve put into helping their 

children learn throughout the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

“Parents are their child’s first 

and most important teacher and 

we are hoping that this event will 

make them feel appreciated for 

all that they do,” said Educa-

tion Coordinator Leanne Wid-

dis, quoting the Head Start pro-

gram’s motto.

She said in the past, there 

would be multiple parent events 

held a year, but they have not 

been possible with since the pan-

demic began.

The Menominee Head Start 

program has gone fully virtual 

a couple of times over the past 

year. Widdis explained that 

classes held from the last few 

weeks of November through 

Christmastime were mostly vir-
tual.

Currently, the MDS CAA has 
two fully in-person classes and 
one hybrid class that has some 
virtual days and some in-per-
son days.

To accommodate COVID-
19 social distancing, Monday’s 
event was held outside and par-
ents were able to drive up and 
receive “goodie bags” without 
leaving their car. Artwork cre-
ated by students decorated the 
outside of the Head Start build-
ing.

Each parent received a bag 

full of school supplies to help 
replenish their child’s supplies. 
The bags also included tooth-
brushes and toothpaste and 
vouchers for Jack’s Fresh Mar-
ket.

“We hope that everyone 
comes and they feel appreciated. 
I hope the staff feel appreciated 
for everything they do as well,” 
Widdis said.

The Menominee Head Start 
location does have openings for 
new students, ages 0 to 5 years, 
Widdis said. To learn more about 
enrollment parents may go to 
mdscaa.org of call 906-786-7080.

Special to the EagleHerald
Kelly Coakley, a teacher at MDSCAA Early Childhood Program in 
Menominee, passes a goodie bag to a student during a parent 
appreciation event Monday. The goodie bags included items such 
as toothbrush, toothpaste and school supplies for the students.

SHOWING APPRECIATION

Leaders share message at virtual breakfast

See EDUCATION, A3

EagleHerald has strong 
showing in WNA contest

MADISON, Wis.—The EagleHerald 

claimed more than a dozen awards in the 

2020 Wisconsin Newspaper Association 

Foundation Better Newspaper Contest.

Winners were announced during a vir-

tual awards ceremony last week.

“I’m very proud of our team here at 

the EagleHerald,” General Manager Todd 

Colling said. “Our award-winning jour-

nalists, and marketing and design teams 

work hard to bring our readers the news 

and information in both our print and dig-

ital products.”

The EagleHerald garnered four first-

place awards, including two from ad 

designer Melissa Kowalczyk. She won for 

Best Use of Art Service (Flower Gallery) 

and Best Niche Product (Discover Mari-

nette City & County). The entire advertis-

ing staff was included in the Niche Prod-

uct award.

Kowalczyk, who also worked as a page 

designer in the newsroom, has since left 

the EagleHerald and she will be missed, 

according to editor Dan Kitkowski

“Melissa was a valuable member of our 

staff for a long time,” he said. “Her creativ-

ity in page design and advertising work was 

second to none. I’m happy that her work 

was recognized through these awards.”

The EagleHerald newsroom, led by Kit-

kowski, took first-place for Best Special Sec-

tion Editorial (Progress edition).

Another departing member of the Eagle-

Herald, photographer Rick Gebhard, won 

first place for Best Sports Feature Photo. It 

was a photo of a young person doing black 

belt testing.

Gebhard, who retired late last year, went 

out with a bang as he also captured two 

second-place awards, General News Photo 

(Trump touts shipyard) and Spot News 

Photo (Wrestlin’ robins), along with a third-

place award for Artistic Photo (Sharing the 

river).

“Rick also was a key member of our team 

for a long time and probably one of our most 

Gebhard Kowalczyk Kitkowski

See AWARDS, A3

That’s ‘Potato Head’
By JOSEPH PISANI

AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK —Is it Mr. 

Potato Head or not?

Hasbro created con-

fusion Thursday when it 

announced that it would 

drop the “Mr.” from the 

brand’s name in order to be 

more inclusive and so all 

could feel “welcome in the 

Potato Head world.” It also 

said it would sell a new play-

set this fall without the Mr. 

and Mrs. designations that 

will let kids create their 

own type of potato fami-

lies, including two moms 

AP photo courtesy of Hasbro
This photo provided by Hasbro shows the new Potato 
Head world. Hasbro created confusion on Thursday when 
it removed the gender from its Mr. Potato Head brand, but 
not from the actual toy. 

See POTATO, A3
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Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

� Serving Marinette & Menominee
� Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

� Medication Management
� Wound Care Management

� Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
� Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment
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TODAY: Mostly cloudy 
with 10 to 20 mph wind

HIGH: 41     LOW: 29

DEATHS
Barker, Robert J.

Camps, Tony F.

Garon, Noreen L.

Kollross, Thomas R.

Lesperance, Lucille M.

Sadowski, Richard A.

Schahezinski, Jeanette F.

Smits, Lynn M.

Waldmeier, Maria M.

Watts, Rodger W.


