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Genisot updates council
on city’s growth
■ Mayor touches on industrial gains, housing growth
By DAN KITKOWSKI
EagleHerald Editor
dkitkowski@eagleherald.com
The Associated Press
Postal carrier Josiah Morse delivers mail and packages, Wednesday in Portland, Maine

Weary postal workers hope
Biden will bring change
By DAVID SHARP
Associated Press
PORTLAND, Maine —The
U.S. Postal Service’s stretch of
challenges didn’t end with the
November general election and
tens of millions of mail-in votes.
The pandemic-depleted workforce fell further into a hole
during the holiday rush, leading to long hours and a mountain of delayed mail.
Postmaster General Louis
DeJoy has vowed to make
improvements after facing withering criticism and calls for his
removal for his actions that
slowed delivery of mail before
the election. Some critics hoped
President Joe Biden would fire
DeJoy, but a president can’t do
that. Instead, Biden could and
likely will use appointments to
reshape the Board of Governors,
which meets Tuesday for the first

“

“He’s either going to do
right by the people of the
country, or he needs to
go.”
Mark Dimondstein
president of
American Postal Workers Union
time since his election.
It’s unclear how swiftly
Biden’s administration will
move. A White House spokesperson declined to comment on
upcoming appointments.
Mark Dimondstein, president
of the American Postal Workers
Union, said he’s hoping for some

See USPS, A3

MARINETTE—Mayor Steve
Genisot gave his annual State of
the City address during Tuesday’s
City Council meeting.
Genisot touted the industrial
gains made in 2020, mentioning
Fincantieri Marinette Marine and
others. He praised the advances
made at Pine Tree Mall, including
Ross Dress For Less, Jimmy Johns
and the soon-to-open Aspen Dental. He mentioned that FMM is leasing space for 150 employees in the
old Younkers store.
The mayor touched on housing
growth, street projects, infrastructure grants and more.
“Although 2020 was a challenging year with COVID-19, the city
stayed operational and worked
hard to provide service to meet
the needs of our residents,” Genisot
said. “I am proud of our dedicated
employees and appreciate the support of our elected Common Council, as well as the many appointed
officials on our numerous standing
and advisory committees and commissions.”
His complete State of the City
address can be found on the home
page of the city’s website.
Genisot has been mayor for six
years. He is seeking a third threeyear term on April 6. He faces competition from Roberta Davis.
In other action, the council:
 Approved an ordinance

pertaining to conditional uses in
a B-4 Highway Business District.
This paves the way for potential
multi-family units in the area near
the mall and the old Fleet Farm property located on the north side of U.S.
41 behind the Holiday Stationstore.
 Approved an ordinance pertaining to conditional uses in an
I-1 Institutional and Public Service
District. A representative from the
Marinette County Group Home
Association told the council that it
would like to open up a Community
Based Recovery Facility (CBRF).
The CBRF would be in the former
medical facility across from the old
hospital on Shore Drive. The building has been donated by Marinette
businessman Mike Biehl. It would
be used by people who are struggling with substance abuse disorders—mostly heroin and methamphetamine. In order for this to
become a reality, it would have to
go through the proper channels,
including a public hearing and ultimately council approval.
 The council was informed
that the five-year annexation development agreement between the
city and Aurora Medical Center
Bay Area Inc. expired on Feb. 1. City
Attorney Robert Gagan explained
that correspondence has been
ongoing between the city and the
Aurora attorney.
“We just wanted to make you
aware of the letters that have gone
back and forth,” Gagan told the
council. “What I recommend is
that we give it couple of weeks and

statement.
Wisconsin is among a
minority of states that have
not legalized marijuana use
in some form despite recent
state polling showing more
than half surveyed support it.
Thirty-six states have medical
marijuana programs, including states bordering Wisconsin. Fifteen states have legalized recreational marijuana in
recent years, including Illinois
and Michigan.
Support for one or both of
the pot proposals is growing in
Wisconsin.
In the 2018 election, 16 counties and two cities voted to support medical or recreational
marijuana in referendums. A
2019 Marquette University Law
School poll found that 59% of
Wisconsin voters supported
legalizing recreational marijuana and 83% backed legalizing medical marijuana.
Republican Assembly
Speaker Robin Vos of Rochester

MADISON, Wis. —Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers says his
budget plan will include a proposal to legalize recreational
marijuana, an idea that will
likely be blocked by the Republican-controlled Legislature
but could be a catalyst to allow
the use of medical marijuana.
Evers said the recreational
marijuana measure could generate $166 million in revenue that
would be used to help fund rural
schools and programs for marginalized communities, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported.
“Legalizing and taxing marijuana in Wisconsin—just like
we do already with alcohol—
ensures a controlled market
and safe product are available for both recreational and
medicinal users and can open
the door for countless opportunities for us to reinvest in our
communities and create a more
equitable state,” Evers said in a See EVERS, A3
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By AMIR VAHDAT
Associated Press

The Associated Press
In this picture released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei speaks during
a meeting with army’s air force and air
defense staff in Tehran, Iran, Sunday,
Feb. 7. Iran’s supreme leader said the
U.S. must lift all sanctions if it wants
Iran to return to its commitments to
the nuclear deal with Western powers.

TEHRAN, Iran —Iran’s supreme
leader on Sunday urged the United
States to lift all sanctions if it wants
Iran to live up to commitments under
its nuclear deal with world powers,
state TV reported, but President Joe
Biden says the U.S. won’t be making
the first move.
“If (the U.S.) wants Iran to return to
its commitments, it must lift all sanctions in practice, then we will do verification … then we will return to our
commitments,” state TV quoted Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as saying, in his first
comments on the matter since Biden
took office.
Biden rejected the idea in a “CBS
Evening News” interview taped Friday
and airing Sunday.
He was asked if the US will lift sanctions first in order to get Iran back to
the bargaining table.
“No,” Biden replied. He was then
asked if Iran has to stop enriching uranium first. Biden nodded.
Former President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrew the U.S. in 2018
from the atomic deal, which saw Iran
agree to limit its enrichment of uranium in exchange for the lifting of economic sanctions. Biden has said he will

See IRAN, A3
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US must lift sanctions
before it lives up
to nuclear deal

Evers’ budget proposal
would legalize marijuana
By Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

receive a response from the hospital’s attorney regarding the negotiations that they reference in their
letter and take a look what they
respond with and see what to do
from there.”
Genisot explained that as part
of the annexation agreement, the
hospital was asked to put money in
escrow to ensure that development
would take place and the property
would not be left vacant.
Alderman Doug Oitzinger said he
is in favor of giving the hospital some
time, but he wants something done
in terms of renegotiating the deal or
getting development started.
“Right now I haven’t seen anything that says they’ve got a developer on the line and are getting
close to something happening,” he
said. “I support what you’re doing
and hold their feet to the fire.”
 The council voted 7-2 to
approve 10 operator licenses,
including one for a man whom the
Personnel and License Committee had recommended be denied.
The man, Jacob Randle, was recommended for denial to sell alcohol because he has a felony on his
record from 2018.
Randle spoke during public
comment and said he has turned
his life around. He provided letters of recommendation from his
employer and his probation officer.
“My thought is, if he took the
time to come here and appear and
testify for himself and get his bosses
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