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Los Angeles: “Black Panther” actor 

dies of colon cancer. A5
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Good morning,

Richard Hansen!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly cloudy with 

 scattered thunderstorms.
HIGH: 74  LOW: 53
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PESHTIGO —  Peshtigo’s new fish 
viewing platform is scheduled to be 
completed on time and on budget.

The new platform, which began 
construction in June, is set to be com-
pleted by Oct. 1. The project’s entire 
cost was estimated to be $500,000. 
The platform will be accessible from 
the Peshtigo River Recreational Park.

Alderman Michael Behnke, who is 
the current acting mayor for the city 
of Peshtigo, gave a progress report for 
the new platform. 

“Right now we’re still in the middle 
of construction. We’re still on sched-
ule, but there has been a few delays 
due to COVID, Several material deliv-
eries have been delayed,” said Behnke. 

Immel construction from Green 
Bay have been the main contractor for 

the project. 
“The fundraising for this project 

began back when Allan Krizenesky 
was still mayor, before he retired, so 
the project has been in the works for a 
long time. I believe the fundraising for 
the platform started back in 2016, so 
its been a long time coming.” Behnke 
said. 

“For years there were all these 

cement pillars that were sitting in 

the river before the project started. 

The pillars used to support an above 

ground pipeline that was originally 

used by the town’s paper mill to trans-

port tree pulp. Over the years local 

government has debated what to do 

with pillars, whether we should tear 

MARINETTE – The team of Riggs and 
Raven continues to capture both our hearts 
and the bad guys.

“People just love those dogs,” Marinette 
Police Chief John Mabry said of the 
crime-biting canines.

The two Belgian Malinois dogs make 
up the Marinette Police Department’s K-9 
unit, established four years ago.

When Matt Borths learned of the depart-
ment’s plan to incorporate dogs into police 
work, he jumped at the chance to become a 
canine handler. He’s a patrol sergeant who 
had already been immersed in the frustrat-
ing fight against drugs.

“I enjoy doing drug interdiction, and I 
knew dogs would make a difference. As it 
turns out, these dogs have become a criti-
cal part of the equation,” said Borths, who 
is teamed up with Riggs.

And they often lead to busts that go 
beyond drug dealing.

“The best is when we have seizures that 
include guns,” Borths said. “It’s great to 
know that something that could have gone 
much worse was prevented.”

A recent example of a multi-faceted 
scenario took place on Aug. 6, when the 

Menominee County Sheriff’s Office used 
a new dog named Dina for a bust at the 
Island Resort & Casino in Harris Township. 
It resulted in not only the seizure of meth-
amphetamine but cash and a stolen car.

It started with the dog picking up a 
scent outside the car.

“The dog is an integral part of our tool 
bag and, in this case, it reinforced what 
we probably expected,” Menominee County 
Sheriff Kenny Marks said. “There are usu-

ally many contributing factors that lead 
us to probable cause (for a search), and a 
positive signal from a dog is one of them. It 
holds up in court.”

Dina even tracked down the suspects 
inside the casino, where they were lodging.

Marks’ office has four dogs, and Dina 
has not been trained to sniff-out marijuana 
because of its legalization in Michigan last 
year. Two of the dogs on the roster were 
trained for marijuana, creating a bit of a 

challenge for officers.
“It’s hard to reverse that. It’s not impos-

sible, but it takes a long time,” Marks said. 
“We’ll probably retire them first.”

While most police dogs are trained for 
multiple duties, Marks went the non-tradi-
tional route by training a Labrador to work 
the county’s jail.

“All that dog does is sniff for drugs,” he 
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Here’s to our barking buddies

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Peshtigo viewing platform 
construction on schedule

The city’s K-9 duo continues to 
make as many friends as enemies

Marinette City Police/ Special to the EagleHerald

K9 Raven (left) wades in a pool and K9 Riggs (top) poses in police gear.  The Marinette 
Police Department K9 Unit was established four years ago and both Raven and Riggs have 
become an important part of the department.

WASHINGTON — Democrats on 
Sunday accused President Donald 
Trump of trying to inflame racial 
tensions and incite violence to bene-
fit his campaign as he praised sup-
porters who clashed with protesters 
in Portland, Oregon, where one man 
died overnight, and announced he will 
travel to Kenosha, Wisconsin, amid 
anger over the shooting of another 
Black man by police.

Trump unleashed a flurry of tweets 
and retweets the day after a man iden-
tified as a supporter of a right-wing 
group was shot and killed in Portland, 
where a large caravan of Trump sup-
porters and Black Lives Matter pro-
testers clashed in the city’s streets. 
Trump praised the caravan partic-
ipants as “GREAT PATRIOTS!” and 
retweeted those who blamed the city’s 
Democratic mayor for the death.

“The people of Portland, like 
all other cities & parts of our great 

Country, want Law & Order,” Trump 

later tweeted. “The Radical Left 

Democrat Mayors, like the dummy 

running Portland, or the guy right 

now in his basement unwilling to lead 

or even speak out against crime, will 

Dems accuse Trump of stoking violence

GROVER — Marinette County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to a fatal, three-vehicle crash involving a 
motorcycle and two pickup trucks at 1 p.m., Saturday 
at County B and Hartwig Road in the Town of Grover.

Verlon Voelker, 73, Town of Grover, was pronounced 
dead at the scene by the Marinette County Medical 
Examiner.

Voelker, who was driving a motorcycle westbound 
on County B, was struck from behind by a pick-
up truck driven by a 20-year-old Pehstigo man, 
while he was trying to turn onto Hartwig Road. The 
impact pushed the Voelker and his motorcycle into the 
path of an eastbound pickup truck, which was driv-
en by an 84-year-old Marinette man. The eastbound 
pickup truck ran over Voelker.

The Marinette County Sheriff’s Office was assist-
ed by the Peshtigo Police Department, the Grover/ 
Porterfield Fire Department, Aurora Bay Area 
Paramedics, the Emergency Rescue Squad and the 
Marinette County Medical Examiner. 

The crash remains under investigation by the 
sheriff’s office. This is the second traffic fatality in 
Marinette County this year.

Town of Grover man 

killed in car crash

““We want to promote education about the fish and 

wildlife in that area. It’ll be nice little wildlife spot for 

tourists and the community.”

Alderman Michael Behnke 

Acting mayor of the City of Peshtigo
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Electric chair
Alec Kempka, Menominee, rides down the street with his 
modified hover board Tuesday in Menominee.

See POLICE, A3

The Associated Press

Protesters hold banners as they wait for the motorcade of President Trump out-
side the Trump National Golf Club in Sterling,, Va., Sunday

See PLATFORM, A3

See TRUMP, A3

By JILL COLVIN

Associated Press
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