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Peshtigo Middle/High School has rich history
By Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—The cur-

rent Peshtigo Middle/High 

School has been a pillar of 

the community.

While a remodel of the 

building is being consid-

ered, knowing where we 

began and how we got here 

has been an important part 

of the process.

“We want to honor the 

legacy and history of this 

building,” said Peshtigo 

Middle/High School prin-

cipal Chad Sodini.

One fascinating aspect 

of this history starts with 

the construction of the 

“new” gym in 1934, which 

was added to the classroom 

portion of the building built 

back in 1892. Construction 

of the gym addition began 

in 1934, with a celebratory 

grand opening on April 26, 

1935. The current classroom 

portion of the building was 

built afterwards in 1936.

Years later, in 1960, the 

gym was remodeled into a 

library and a new gym was 

built. Later in 1964, parts 

of the current high school 

building suffered a destruc-

tive fire. The last recent ren-

ovation to the main build-

ing was in 1984.

The support arches for 

the original gym were con-

structed in Peshtigo by Unit 

Structures back in 1934-35. 

These four, sixty-four foot 

full span arches are still 

used in the school today. 

This was the first use of 

structural glued laminated 

timber in North America.

The original gym and 

auditorium were later 

converted to the library in 

1983-84. The new gym built 

in 1959-60 also utilized long 

span Southern Pine glued 

laminated arches with pur-

lins and tongue-and-groove 

wood roof decking also 

made here by Unit Struc-

tures of Peshtigo.

Un i t  S t r u c t u r e s 

was bought and sold 

and renamed Sentinel 

Structures in 1973 and is still 

in operation today.

According to Senti-

nel Structures president, 

Andreas Rhude, the struc-

ture supports were con-

structed at Thompson Boat 

Works. “That was a time 

when businesses happily 

worked together a little bit 

more than they do today,” 

Rhude explained that Unit 

Structures and Thomp-

son Boat had a symbiotic 

relationship. Many of the 

employees of Thompson 

Boat would work for Unit 

Structures during the off 

season of boat manufactur-

ing.

“The Hanisch and 

Thompson families got the 

ball rolling. ‘Morrie’ Rhude 

reinvigorated the enterprise 

in 1973 after Koppers Com-

pany closed it in 1971,” 

explains Andreas Rhude.

Since 1973, Sentinel 

Structures has manufac-

tured glued laminated tim-

ber for more than 7,000 

projects. Andreas Rhude 

took over leadership from 

his father and has contin-

ued to keep the company 

strong.

“I practically grew up 
here,” he said. “I’ve been 
working here at Sentinel 
since I was 10 years old. 
Back then parents didn’t 
pay their kids, you were 
expected to work for the 
benefit of the family.”

All six of the Rhude boys 
were involved in the firm at 
one time or another. Trygve 
and Andreas both work 
there currently. Sentinel 
Structures of Peshtigo cur-
rently employs 15 people 
and typically is working on 
10-20 projects at any given 
time, providing beautiful 
laminated timber for proj-
ects all over the country.

“Eighty seven years of 
manufacturing heritage of 
a product first constructed 
right here in Peshtigo makes 
me and our team very 
proud,” Rhude said.

The Peshtigo Middle/
High School building suf-
fered fire damage on Nov. 
9, 1964. The 18-member 
Peshtigo Volunteer Fire 
Department was called at 
3:50 a.m. that morning and 
along with an additional 
five-man crew from Mari-
nette, were able to stop the 
spread of the fire.

Special to the EagleHerald
The 1934 structural arches are shown in the ceiling of the current Library Media Center at Peshtigo Middle/High 
School. The architecture will be preserved and showcased in a possible remodel.

BUILDING 
REFERENDUM

Æ Election April 6

Æ Virtual information Zoom 

meetings, 6 p.m. Thursday 

and 6 p.m. April 1

Æ More information can be 

found at www.peshtigo.k12.

wi.us

See PESHTIGO, A3

Senate OKs $1.9T virus relief bill
By ALAN FRAM

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —An 
exhausted Senate nar-
rowly approved a $1.9 tril-
lion COVID-19 relief bill 
Saturday as President Joe 
Biden and his Democratic 
allies notched a victory they 
called crucial for hoisting 
the country out of the pan-
demic and economic dol-
drums.

After laboring all night 
on a mountain of amend-
ments—nearly all from 
Republicans and rejected—
bleary-eyed senators 
approved the sprawling 
package on a 50-49 par-
ty-line vote. That sets up 
final congressional approval 
by the House this week so 
lawmakers can whisk it to 
Biden for his signature.

The huge measure—
its cost is nearly one-tenth 
the size of the entire U.S. 
economy—is Biden’s big-
gest early priority. It stands 
as his formula for address-
ing the deadly virus and a 
limping economy, twin cri-
ses that have afflicted the 
country for a year.

“This nation has suf-
fered too much for much 
too long,” Biden told report-
ers at the White House after 
the vote. “And everything in 
this package is designed to 
relieve the suffering and to 
meet the most urgent needs 
of the nation, and put us in 

a better position to prevail.”
Saturday’s vote was also 

a crucial political moment 
for Biden and Democrats, 
who need nothing short of 
party unanimity in a 50-50 
Senate they run with Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ 
tiebreaking vote. They hold 
a slim 10-vote House edge.

Not one Republican 
backed the bill in the Senate 
or when it initially passed 
the House, underscoring 
the barbed partisan envi-
ronment that’s character-
ized the early days of Biden’s 
presidency.

A small but pivotal band 
of moderate Democrats lev-
eraged changes in the leg-
islation that incensed pro-
gressives, hardly help-
ing Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 

D-Calif., guide the measure 

through the House. But 

rejection of their first, signa-

ture bill was not an option 

for Democrats, who face two 

years of running Congress 

with virtually no room for 

error.

In a significant sign, the 

chair of the Congressional 

Progressive Caucus, repre-

senting around 100 House 

liberals, called the Senate’s 

weakening of some provi-

sions “bad policy and bad 

politics” but “relatively 

minor concessions.” Rep. 

Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., 

said the bill retained its 

“core bold, progressive ele-

ments.”

“They feel like we do, we 

New York lawmakers 
call for Cuomo to quit

By KAREN MATTHEWS 

and DAVID PORTER

The Associated Press

The two top Democrats in 

New York’s legislature with-

drew their support for Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo on Sunday 

amid mounting allegations 

of sexual harassment and 

undercounting COVID-19 

deaths in nursing homes.

Senate Majority Leader 

Andrea Stewart-Cousins 

became the first senior Dem-

ocrat in the state to say the 

three-term governor should 

resign. Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie stopped short 

of demanding that Cuomo 

quit, but said in a statement 

that “it is time for the Gov-

ernor to seriously consider 

whether he can effectively 

meet the needs of the peo-

ple of New York.”

On Saturday, another 

woman who worked for 

Cuomo publicly accused 

him of inappropriate behav-

ior, on the heels of other alle-

gations in recent weeks.

“Every day there is 

another account that is 

drawing away from the busi-

ness of government,” Stew-

art-Cousins said in a state-

ment. “New York is still in 

the midst of this pandemic 

The Associated Press
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks last month during 
a news conference at a COVID-19 vaccination site in the 
Brooklyn borough of New York.  New York’s attorney gen-
eral said she’s moving forward with an investigation into 
sexual harassment allegations against Cuomo.

The Associated Press
President Joe Biden speaks in the State Dining Room of 
the White House Saturday in Washington. The Senate 
approved a sweeping pandemic relief package that would 
provide $1,400 checks for most American and direct bil-
lions of dollars to schools, state and local governments, 
and businesses.

Package goes to the House
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TODAY: Partly to mostly 
cloudy with light wind
HIGH: 53     LOW: 27

DEATHS
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Crossman, Denise A.

Klatt, Joyce E.

Rose, Sandra

Schrems, Kevin M.
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