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TODAY: Partly cloudy.
HIGH: 32     LOW: 20
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Business: Stephenson’s Recipe 

Box serves up holiday food and 

gifts. A9

Sports: Bulldogs bite Marines. B1
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Associated Press
KENOSHA, Wis.—Kyle 

Rittenhouse was acquitted of 
all charges Friday after testi-
fying he acted in self-defense 
in the deadly Kenosha shoot-
ings that became a flashpoint 
in the debate over guns, vigi-
lantism and racial injustice in 
the U.S.

Rittenhouse, 18, began to 
choke up, fell forward toward 
the defense table and then 
hugged one of his attorneys as 
he heard a court clerk recite 
“not guilty” five times. A sher-
iff’s deputy whisked him out 
a back door.

“He wants to get on with 
his life,” defense attorney 
Mark Richards said. “He has 
a huge sense of relief for what 
the jury did to him today. 
He wishes none of this ever 

happened. But as he said 
when he testified, he did not 
start this.”

The verdict in the politi-
cally combustible case was 
met with anger and disap-
pointment from those who 
saw Rittenhouse as a vigi-
lante and a wannabe cop, and 
relief and a sense of vindica-
tion from those who regarded 
him as a patriot who took a 
stand against lawlessness and 
exercised his Second Amend-
ment right to carry a gun and 
to defend himself. Supporters 
donated more than $2 mil-
lion toward his legal defense.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, the 
longtime civil rights leader, 
said the verdict throws into 
doubt the safety of people 
who protest in support of 
Black Americans.

“It seems to me that it’s 
open season on human rights 
demonstrators,” he said.

Rittenhouse was charged 
with homicide, attempted 
homicide and reckless endan-
gering for killing two men 
and wounding a third with 

an AR-style semi-automatic 
rifle in the summer of 2020 
during a tumultuous night 
of riots over the shooting of 
Jacob Blake by a Kenosha 
police officer.

R i t t e n h o u s e ,  a 

then-17-year-old former police 
youth cadet, said that he went 
to Kenosha to protect prop-
erty from rioters but that he 
came under attack and feared 
for his life. He is white, as were 
those he shot.

The anonymous jury, 
whose racial makeup was not 
disclosed by the court, delib-
erated for close to 3 1/2 days.

President Joe Biden called 
for calm, saying that while 
the outcome of the case “will 

leave many Americans feeling 
angry and concerned, myself 
included, we must acknowl-
edge that the jury has spo-
ken.”

Former President Don-
ald Trump, who at the time of 
the shootings said it appeared 
Rittenhouse had been “very 
violently attacked, ” issued a 
statement Friday congratu-
lating Rittenhouse on the ver-
dict, adding “if that’s not self 
defense, nothing is!”

Rittenhouse could have 
gotten life in prison if found 
guilty on the most serious 
charge, first-degree inten-
tional homicide, or what 
some other states call first-de-
gree murder. Two other 
charges each carried over 60 
years behind bars.

Kenosha County District 
Attorney Michael Graveley 
said his office respects the 
jury’s decision, and he asked 
the public to “accept the ver-
dicts peacefully and not resort 
to violence.”

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E — N U 
Group LLC, which applied 
for but was denied adult-
use retail marijuana 
licenses for two Menomi-
nee locations, is suing the 
City of Menominee and 
asking the 41st Circuit 
Court to issue an injunc-
tion to prevent the licensed 
marijuana retailers from 
opening until the case can 
be decided.

The case is scheduled 
for a pre-trial conference 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday to be held 
by phone.

The City of Menominee 
could have avoided this 
lawsuit and others like it 
by using another method 
to issue licenses to mari-
juana retailers, an attorney 
for NU Group said.

“There are a few dif-
ferent ways to limit the 
number of retailers,” said 
Attorney Denise Pollicella, 
founder and managing 
partner at Pollicella PLLC 
in Howell, Mich. The firm 
is representing NU Group.

“Generally that is very 
strict zoning and no caps,” 
she said, noting the cities 
of Ferndale, Kalamazoo 
and Muskegon did so and 
weren’t “overrun” by mar-
ijuana stores.

“It’s a little too late for 
Menominee. I don’t think 
it’s good for the city to have 
this much litigation,” Polli-
cella said in a phone inter-
view with the EagleHerald 
Thursday.

When a city puts a limit 

on the number of retail 
marijuana licenses it will 
issue, it is required by law 
to use a competitive mer-
it-based process. But com-
petitive processes often 
result in litigation, she said.

NU Group, which hoped 

to open Nirvana Menomi-
nee stores at 2350 10th St. 
and 2900 10th St., called 
Menominee’s application 
process flawed and said the 
city violated laws involv-
ing due process, open 
meetings and equal pro-
tection, according to the 
Oct. 7 legal complaint pre-
pared by attorneys Christo-
pher Royce and Jacqueline 
Langwith of Pollicella. The 
documents were released 
to the EagleHerald last 
week.

“We are obviously con-
cerned that the city’s 
application process is not 
squarely within the scope 
of what the statute allows,” 
Pollicella said.

But the issue isn’t 
unique to Menominee, she 
said. “This is all over Mich-
igan. I try very hard to 
educate municipalities to 
not engage a merit-based 
application process that’s 
going to end in litigation,” 
Pollicella said. “It is nearly 
impossible for a municipal-
ity to have a merit-based 
application process that 
will not open itself up to 
litigation simply because 
of the way these are writ-
ten,” she said.

“It’s not good for the 
municipalities. It’s not 

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The USS 

Marinette, the 25th ship in 

the Littoral Combat Ship 

class, was christened Sat-

urday at the Fincantieri 

Marinette Marine (FMM) 

shipyard.

USS Marinette was 

launched Oct. 31, 2020 in a 

small event because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Sat-

urday’s christening cere-

mony properly honored 

the ship, its namesake and 

the workers whose efforts 

went into its construction.

The christening of this 

ship in particular was 

meaningful for the commu-

nity, given that its name-

sake is the City of Mari-

nette. Former Rep. Reid 

Ribble (R-Wis) led a com-

munity-wide effort begin-

ning in 2011 advocating 

for the naming of the ship 

after the community. For-

mer Secretary of the Navy 

Ray Mabus announced in 

September 2016 that LCS 

25 would be named USS 

Marinette to honor the city 

where it was built. USS 

Marinette is the second 

ship named after the city; 

the first one (YTB-791), 

a Natick-class large fleet 

tugboat, launched in 1967 

and performed tugging 

services in the 5th Naval 
District, headquartered at 
Norfolk, Virginia.

Marinette Mayor Steve 
Gensiot, among other 
speakers including Under 
Secretary of the Navy 
Meredith Berger will be 
the principal speaker at 
the ceremony. President 
and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Fincantieri Marine 
Group Dario Deste, Lock-
heed Martin Vice Presi-
dent of Small Combatants 
and Ship Systems Steve 
Allen, gave a speech at the 
ceremony to celebrate the 
event. Former Governor of 
Michigan Jennifer Gran-
holm was the ship’s spon-
sor and performed the 
time-honored Navy tradi-
tion of breaking a bottle of 
sparkling wine across the 
ship’s bow.

The LCS class consists 
of two variants, the Free-
dom and the Indepen-
dence. Lockheed Martin 
leads the construction of 
the odd-numbered Free-
dom-variant hulls in Mari-
nette while Austal USA 
leads the Independence 
variant team in Mobile, 
Alabama for the even-num-
bered ships starting from 
LCS 6. FMM has two more 
ships—LCS 29 and LCS 31—
to construct before the LCS 
program is complete. LCS 
27, USS Nantucket, was 
launched this past August.

Rittenhouse found not guilty
Teen acquitted on 

all charges 

The Associated Press
Kyle Rittenhouse is comforted by his lawyer as he was acquitted of all charges at the 
Kenosha County Courthouse in Kenosha, Wis., on Friday. The jury came back with its 
verdict after close to 3 1/2 days of deliberation.

See KYLE, A2

NU Group seeks to block 
licensed players from opening 

Special to the Eagle Herald/Mark Bialek
Denise Pollicella, founder and managing partner of Polli-
cella PLLC, a law firm in Howell, Mich., is representing NU 
Group in a lawsuit against the City of Menominee.

See NU, A3

USS Marinette 

christened


