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100 YEARS AGO: What is believed to be the boldest 

piece of bogus check work ever accomplished in this 

city, was that of Gust Nelson, an alleged merchant who 

operated for several days in Marinette. Nelson arrived 

in Marinette a few weeks ago. He was a neat looking 

chap, driving an auto, with all the indications of a suc-

cessful merchant. He operated his bogus check game 

in the city, to the extent of over $3,000 ($38,987.70 

in 2020), according to unofficial statements from mer-

chants who were fleeced. When Nelson first arrived, 

he opened an account with a local bank and had an 

office at 811 Pierce Avenue. He professed to be in the 

produce buying game and seemed to be “all right.” 

Nelson represented himself as a produce merchant. 

He traveled in a Ford car and purchased produce by the 

carload. He was flushed with checks and always paid 

for merchandise he purchased with a check consider-

ably larger than the amount required, receiving good 

U.S. currency and coin in change. 

50 YEARS AGO: There are 5,698 students in the 

four public school districts of Menominee County 

which represents a decline from 1969-1970. Floyd A. 

Paronto, superintendent of the Menominee County 

Intermediate School District said school counts were 

tabulated Friday and sent to the Michigan Department 

of Education Monday. State aid is based on enrollment 

figures in the respective districts, according to Paronto. 

The Menominee public school system is the largest of 

the four-county districts. The total enrollment, kinder-

garten through 12th grade, is 3,109 based in Paronto’s 

headcount. The intermediate school office is charged 

with the responsibility of conducting the school census. 

The Stephenson school district is the second largest 

with 1,371 students in K-12. The newly established 

North Central District, servicing the communities if 

Hermansville and Powers-Spalding has 869 pupils 

enrolled and the Carney-Nadeau District lists 349 stu-

dents in K-12. 

25 YEARS AGO: The Menominee City Council public 

safety committee is satisfied with the job the police 

department is doing in its investigation of a number of 

arsons. Members of the committee met with police and 

fire department officials in closed session Thursday to 

discuss possible measures that the council could take 

to end the string of deliberately set fires. Fires ruled 

suspicious in nature or arsons occurred recently at 

1016 15 Ave., 1213 16th Ave., 1219 1st St., 700 5th 

St., 1506 11th St., and on Sunday, at 1019 15th Ave. 

Alderman Pete Mayhew said that after a lengthy ques-

tion and answer period with police and fire officials, the 

committee didn’t feel the need to take any action. “We 

are satisfied with the investigation and the progress of 

the investigation to this point,” Mayhew said. Mayhew 

said the committee didn’t feel that hiring an outside 

investigator or investigation agency would benefit the 

city. However, the measure was not ruled out for future 

consideration. 

10 YEARS AGO: One day the land was flat and filled 

with trees shooting straight into the air. Twenty-four 

hours later there’s a 600-foot-long crack, 4-feet deep 

twisting its way through the woods — and those ver-

tical trees are now pointed 30 degrees left and right 

where the earth has mounded 15 feet high. No, it’s 

not a disaster movie; it’s what happened Monday at 

the home of Eileen Heider on Bay de Noc Road in Birch 

Creek. Heider was sitting in her recliner watching TV at 

about 8:30 that morning. “The chair shook for a few 

seconds and I thought the spring in the chair went,” 

she said. Heider heard a noise at the same time. She 

checked her chair and around the house inside and 

out but couldn’t find anything unusual. Heider wasn’t 

alone. A neighbor across the road told her she heard a 

boom while taking a shower and that her husband was 

leaning against the washing machine and said he felt it 

move, even though it wasn’t running. Another neighbor 

said he heard a boom and closed his window thinking 

it was thunder but then noticed the sky was clear. The 

next day Heider’s friend, Doug Salewski, found a hole in 

the ground and a 200-yard crevasse a short ways away 

which wasn’t there before.
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Doug Salewsky and Eileen Heider look at a 200-yard long crack in 
the earth Tuesday on Birch Creek Road in Menominee County. The 
crack is 2- to 3-feet wide in some places. The trees in back are 
tipping about 30 degrees and the earth around the crack has rose 
about 5 feet with other little fissures spreading out from center.

MADISON, Wis. — 

Much attention has been 

focused on vaccine devel-

opment to stop COVID-19, 

but effective treatments 

are also needed to fight 

this still relatively new 

virus.

UW Health clinicians 

are utilizing current respi-

ratory treatments on the 

disease caused by SARS-

CoV-2; and the University 

of Wisconsin School of 

Medicine and Public 

Health is working together 

with UW Health on clini-

cal trials for several novel 

therapies.

For patients who 

become hospitalized from 

a COVID-19 infection, 

there are current treat-

ments that are effec-

tive, many utilizing the 

approved protocol to treat 

acute respiratory distress 

syndrome, ARDS, accord-

ing to Lynn Schnapp, 

chair of the Department 

of Medicine at the UW 

School of Medicine and 

Public Health.

“We have tools that 

work when people become 

infected with this virus,” 

she said. “As much as it 

seems everyone is focused 

on vaccines to prevent the 

disease — understandably 

so — we still must treat 

those who become sick 

the best ways we can.”

That includes the 

ARDS protocol which 

covers how best to use 

a ventilator, how much 

intravenous fluid to give, 

medications that can help 

patients (and those that 

do not help), and how to 

best position the patient 

for better breathing.

In dealing with a pan-

demic driven by a new dis-

ease, health care systems 

can’t rest on just existing 

knowledge. Researchers 

must look for new treat-

ments to help increase 

the speed of recovery, said 

David Andes, professor 

of medicine in the infec-

tious disease division and 

principal investigator at 

the UW clinical trial site 

for a drug called ruxoli-

tinib that is being tested 

to treat cytokine storm in 

COVID-19 patients.

Cytokine storm occurs 

when a person’s own 

immune system overre-

acts to what it perceives as 

invading pathogens, such 

as viruses.

In addition to ruxoli-

tinib, UW Health and 

School of Medicine and 

Public Health have clin-

ical trials underway to 

study the safety and effec-

tiveness of convalescent 

blood plasma from people 

previously infected with 

COVID-19, and REGN-

COV2, an antibody cock-

tail to trigger virus-kill-

ing antibody development 

in infected people. UW 

Health has also been 

using Remdesivir, an anti-

viral drug approved early 

in the pandemic to treat a 

person with a more severe 

COVID-19 infection.

Beyond the trials 

underway and treatments 

in use at UW Health, a 

clinical trial examining 

the use of steroids in hos-

pitalized patients receiv-

ing oxygen therapy or 

invasive ventilation was 

recently published. The 

trial showed dexameth-

asone resulted in lower 

28-day mortality rate 

among those who were 

receiving either invasive 

mechanical ventilation or 

oxygen alone at random-

ization but not among 

those receiving no respi-

ratory support.

These results led to UW 

Health now recommend-

ing the use of dexameth-

asone for these patients, 

Schnapp said.

All treatment clini-

cal trials follow the same 

three-phase federal Food 

and Drug Administration 

process for verification 

and approval as vaccine 

trials.

■ Phase 1 is a human 
trial that tests a vaccine 

for any major side effects.

■ Phase 2 is another 
human trial that tests a 

wider population to bet-

ter understand its dosage 

and effectiveness.

■  Finally, phase 3 clin-
ical trials test the vaccine 

on a large group of people, 

sometimes several thou-

sand, to ensure it is both 

safe and effective for a 

population.

“COVID-19 is new and 

we are learning so much 

so fast, and it will help 

us develop better ways to 

make patients healthy, 

faster,” Andes said. ”But, 

these ways can’t come 

at the cost of incomplete 

approval or a rush to put 

them into practice.”
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UW Health testing methods 
for treating COVID-19

MARINETTE — Marinette 

County’s Public Service Committee 

Tuesday addressed the county’s 

future COVID-19 plans. 

With the rise in COVID-19 

cases throughout the county the 

Emergency Management depart-

ment will be setting up several com-

munity testing sites, open to anyone 

who wishes to be tested.

“As the percentages of cases 

continue to rise in the State of 

Wisconsin and Marinette County, 

Emergency Management has made 

a request thought the Department 

of Military Affairs for Wisconsin 

Nation Guard to open communi-

ty testing at sites in Marinette 

County,” said Eric Burmeister, the 

county’s Emergency Management 

director. “We have requested the 

National Guard to hold several reoc-

curring test sites between now and 

December.”

“As of right now all the requests 

have been submitted to the National 

Guard, they are putting a plan 

together, but looking at the sched-

ule,” Burmeister said.

He said the county has request-

ed community test sites on Oct. 16, 

Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and Nov. 20 with 
the proposed location being the 

Highway Department building in 

Peshtigo.

Burmeister said Emergency 

Management has not yet received 

confirmation that they can use the 

building, but he is confident that 

they will receive that permission.
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Marinette County to 
offer virus testing sites

MADISON, Wis. — Election 

officials said Tuesday that they 

scrapped their plans to use the 

Milwaukee Bucks and Brewers’ 

stadiums as early voting sites 

in the presidential battle-

ground state of Wisconsin, cit-

ing fear that the ballots could 

be legally challenged.

Milwaukee’s city election 

commission had planned to 

use Fiserv Forum and Miller 

Park between Oct. 20 and Nov. 
1 as sites where people could 

vote early in-person or return 

absentee ballots received by 

mail. The commission devel-

oped the plan in an effort to 

provide safe voting sites during 

the coronavirus pandemic.

But executive director Claire 

Woodall-Vogg said the plans 

were being shelved due to con-

cerns that the sites had been 

designated later than required 

by state law. The Wisconsin 

Elections Commission said in 

a memo Monday that all early 

voting sites were to have been 

designated by June 12; the 

plan for Fiserv and Miller Park 

was implemented Sept. 1.

Woodall-Vogg also noted 

that a federal judge in Madison 

last month refused a request 

to suspend the June deadline 

and allow clerks to set up addi-

tional sites.

“We want residents of 

Milwaukee to feel complete and 

unwavering confidence that 

their ballot will be counted in 

the election and this action 

(canceling the plan) reflects 

that commitment,” she said in 

a statement.

NBA players pushed to 

allow voting in their arenas as 

a condition of returning to play 

after the Milwaukee Bucks 

refused to take the court for 

a playoff game following the 

Aug. 23 shooting of a Black 
man, Jacob Blake, by a white 

police officer in Kenosha. The 

officer shot Blake in the back 

seven times, leaving him par-

tially paralyzed. Many in the 

league of primarily Black play-

ers say minorities in many cit-
ies need places to vote safe-
ly. Atlanta, Detroit, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, Sacramento, 
California, New York, Dallas, 
Houston, Los Angeles and Salt 
Lake City, Utah, all agreed to 
such plans.

The Bucks issued a mea-
sured statement on the news.

“While we were excited 
to welcome voters to Fiserv 
Forum to cast their ballots in 
a safe and accessible way, we 
remain just as committed to 
encouraging and educating 
people to vote and making our 
voices heard in this election,” 
the team said.

Voting events were still on 
track in other NBA cities. In 
Denver, the Pepsi Center was 
set to open Oct. 30 for early 
in-person voting or ballot drop-
off, and the Nuggets tweeted 
Tuesday to encourage followers 
to vote early. In Atlanta, the 
Hawks’ stadium was used in 
an August primary and was 
set to open next week for early 
voting. The Jazz’s arena in Salt 
Lake City was to be an Election 
Day voting site.

Brewers officials declined to 
comment.

Republicans across the 
country have been fighting 
attempts to expand voting. 
Wisconsin’s Republican Party 
sent a warning last week about 
the Fiserv and Miller Park 
events, warning that allowing 
players or mascots to take part 
would amount to illegal elec-
tioneering. Woodall-Vogg said 
the letter played no role in the 
cancellation.

Wisconsin is expected to 
be a pivotal state in November 
after President Donald Trump 
won it by fewer than 23,000 
votes in 2016. Milwaukee 
and Madison are Democratic 
strongholds and anything that 
could make it more difficult to 
cast a ballot or invalidate bal-
lots could have huge ramifica-
tions.

Woodall-Vogg noted that the 
city is still offering 13 in-person 
early voting locations spread 
out across the .
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Milwaukee scraps 
plan to use stadiums 

as voting sites

““We have requested 

the National Guard to 

hold several reoccurring 

test sites between now 

and December.”

Eric Burmeister

Marinette County           

Emergency Management director

““As much as it seems everyone is 

focused on vaccines to prevent the 

disease — understandably so — we 

still must treat those who become sick 

the best ways we can.”

Lynn Schnapp

chair of the department of Medicine at UW School 

of Medicine and Public Health
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In this July 29, 2020 file photo, The Fiserv Forum is seen in 
Milwaukee.


