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Good morning, 
Douglas Lavarda!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 80.

HIGH: 80     LOW: 65

DEATHS
Chaltry, Dr. Richard
Collins, Geraldine
Drys, Francis
Nelson, Ed
Behnke, Pamela
Neumueller, Richard
Engel, Linda
Winter, William

Foiles, Rose
Bengtson, Thomas
Young, Geraldine
Anderson, Marilyn

INSIDE
Boomers: Four campsites used by those who 
marched at the Selma-to-Montgomery voting 
rights march nearly 60 years earlier are in dan-
ger of being lost. A9

Sports: The Marinette boys golf team outdueled 
Peshtigo at Regionals. B1
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NOTICE of 85th ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, June 8, 2021

Henes Park Pavilion 3 • Bring your own chair
Meeting at 5:30 pm • Receive a gift for attending

RSVP by June 1

All social distancing & 
mask requirements will be followed

Council denies HPC historic proposal

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—After a long dis-
cussion, the City of Marinette Com-
mon Council leaned away from 
placing further limits on individ-
ual property owner rights when it 
voted to kill a proposal brought for-
ward by the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC).

The proposal sought to change 
the city’s Historic Preservation 
Overlay District ordinance (No. 
13.3100), to better leverage the 
city’s and individual property own-
ers’ abilities to apply for various 
annual grants and potential federal 
and state tax incentives focused on 
historic preservation.

Specifically, the failed amend-
ment would have introduced a 

measure of public input when it 

comes to the preservation of Mari-

nette’s historic places and struc-

tures. Some of those places already 

reside on the U.S. National Park 

Services National Register of His-

toric Places (NRHP), while oth-

ers—by choice of their owner—are 

designated “locally” historic. Each 

designation is different and each 

comes with certain benefits as well 

as caveats related to the property 

owner’s rights to make changes to 

the structure.

Those councilmembers oppos-

ing the proposal argued that the 

changes infringed on the right of 

choice that an individual property 

owner possesses when it comes to 

designating his/her property as 

“locally” historic.

THE EYES OF THE HISTO-

RIAN

With imagination, one can sense 

the whisper of past lives, burly 

lumbermen, local artists, attor-

neys, shopkeepers and community 

leaders, pushing in from winter’s 

howling winds, and inhaling the 

brewed and lively atmosphere of 

the long-vanished saloon that once 

existed inside the historic Dunlap 

Square Building. The structure’s 

rustic bricks and Queen Anne-style 

architecture angles through down-

town Marinette and dates back to 

the late 1800s.

In the eyes of local history 

experts, within the City of Mari-

nette exist a handful of such his-

torically notable structures that, if 

they suddenly vanished overnight, 

the city’s social and cultural fab-

ric would be forever altered. For 

places rooted in time like Dunlap 

Square, the Lauerman Brothers 

Department Store or the Bijou The-

ater, the initial threads of that his-

toric fabric spans a century or more 

of Marinette’s history. 

“Currently, in Marinette, there 

are no legal means for the public 

to have any input on the future of 

the historic buildings this city,” said 

City of Marinette common coun-

cilmember Jason Flatt, who also 

sits on the HPC and assisted in 

drawing up the proposed amend-

ment that the council ultimately 

rejected. “The property owner(s) 

can do whatever they want to with 

those buildings … anything from 

tearing it down to fixing it up.”

Despite their listing on the 

National Register (NRHP), no such 

historic preservation protection 

exists for buildings like Dunlap 

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
The Dunlap Square building represents one of Marinette’s buildings listed on the National Registry of Historic Places (NRHP). The oldest portion was built in the 1890s while 
the newest, front portion went up around 1902. However, the NRHP denotes a solely honorary designation and allows for no public input regarding the historic preservation pro-
cess of such commercially- or privately-owned buildings.

Vote favors property owner rights

See PROPOSAL, A2

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — Thus 
far, since the closing the 
door on the tribulations of 
2020, when it comes to pro-
ductivity, opportunity and 
job growth in the City of 
Marinette, the word of the 
year that empowers prog-
ress in 2021 seems to be 
“infrastructure.”

Just last week, the city 
tied a bow around the long-
awaited completion of the 
State Street corridor.

Then on Tuesday, notifi-
cation of a significant mon-
etary windfall arrived upon 

the Desk of Mayor Steve 
Genisot, paving the way for 
sprawling improvements to 
a significant and vital por-
tion of the Main Street cor-
ridor of Marinette. 

As often the case of 
good news, the notifica-
tion began, “I am pleased 
to inform you …”

That same night at the 
regular Common Council 
Meeting, Genisot passed 
the good word on to the 
council, beginning his 
delivery in much the same 
way.

“I am very happy to 
announce that we officially 
got notification from the 
US Department of com-
merce on our Economic 

Development Administra-
tion (EDA) grant,” Genisot 
said. “That is a $3.895 mil-
lion grant.”

Leading up to Tuesday’s 
notification of the award, 
the city spent more than 
a year immersed in vari-
ous application processes, 
assisted by architectural 
& engineering services 
firm Ayers Associates, (see 
EagleHerald article, Big 
potential for city infrastruc-
ture infusion).

Administered through 
the Public Works Infra-
structure Economic Assis-
tance program, which falls 
under the EDA, the grant 
represents Federal funds 
made available under the 

$2.2 trillion Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, 
which the Trump adminis-
tration enacted last year.

The EDA assists commu-
nities to develop strategies 
that improve their capac-
ity for economic expan-
sion. To qualify for such 
EDA recovery assistance 
grants, a municipality must 
demonstrate ways in which 
the pandemic’s economic 
impacts wrought finan-
cial hardships on the com-
munity and how respec-
tive infrastructure projects 
can address those impacts. 
As such, the city must uti-
lize the funds to address 
downtown area roadway 

and utility improvements 
that facilitate industry and 
employment expansion in 
the area.

He added that when 
the city actually com-
menced its search for fund-
ing and grant opportuni-
ties, it worked with vari-
ous Main Street-area indus-
tries like FMM, Tyco Fire 
Products LP and ChemDe-
sign, attempting to gain a 
forecast of potential jobs 
and growth anticipated by 
those industries in the com-
ing years.

For instance, in April 
of 2020, FMM received a 
$795 million contract to 

Marinette snares $3.895 million

See GRANT, A2


