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Good morning,

Rick Braatz!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly sunny

with moderate wind
HIGH: 78  LOW: 63

TWO SECTIONS $1.00TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
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Towing the line
Workers from Century Fence, Pewaukee, Wisconsin, apply reflective lines in the road as Hattie Street gets ready to 
open soon Monday in Marinette.

MADISON, Wis. — 
Republican U.S. Sen. Ron 
Johnson said Monday that 
President Donald Trump 
deserves to win more than 
one Nobel Peace Prize for 
his “leadership” and “bril-
liant negotiating strategy” 
in foreign diplomacy and 
reaching peace agreements.

“I know the president’s 
been nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize,” Johnson said 
during an online conference 
call with Republican sup-
porters. “He should win at 
least one of them.”

Johnson noted Trump’s 
signing of an economic nor-
malization deal with Serbia 
and Kosovo this month.

“It’s President Trump, 
his leadership, his brilliant 
negotiating strategy that 
brought those sides togeth-

er to help bring stability to 
the Balkans,” Johnson said.

Johnson also noted 
peace deals the U.S. 
reached between Israel and 
Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates that is to 
be signed this week at the 
White House.

An anti-immigrant 
Norwegian lawmaker last 
week nominated Trump for 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
efforts in the Middle East.

Johnson said that for-
mer President Barack 
Obama was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize “before he 
had done anything,” while 
Trump has a record to jus-
tify receiving it. Obama 
was awarded the prize in 
2009 only months into his 
first term. The Norwegian 
committee said it honored 
Obama for his commitment 

By SCOTT BAUER

The Associated Press

Johnson: Trump 
deserves multiple 

Nobel Peace prizes

See NOBEL, A3

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — With 
the smell of California wildfires in 
the air, President Donald Trump 
on Monday ignored the scientific 
consensus that climate change is 
playing a central role in historic 
West Coast infernos and renewed 
his unfounded claim that failure 
to rake forest floors and clear 
dead timber is mostly to blame.

The fires are threatening to 
become another front in Trump’s 
reelection bid, which is already 
facing hurdles because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, job-
lessness and social unrest. His 
Democratic challenger, Joe Biden, 
in his own speech Monday said 
the destruction and mount-
ing death toll across California, 
Oregon and Washington require 
stronger presidential leadership 
and labeled Trump a “climate 
arsonist.”

Trump traveled to Northern 

California to be briefed by 

Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom 

and other state and federal offi-

cials. At one point, state Natural 

Resources Agency Secretary Wade 

Crowfoot urged the president to 

“recognize the changing climate 

and what it means to our forests.”

“If we ignore that science and 

sort of put our head in the sand 

and think it’s all about vegeta-

tion management, we’re not going 

to succeed together protecting 

Californians,” Crowfoot added.

Trump responded, “It will start 

getting cooler, just you watch.”

Crowfoot politely pushed 

back that he wished the science 

agreed with the president. Trump 

countered, “I don’t think science 

knows, actually.”

That striking moment came on 

a day of dueling campaign events, 

with Trump and Biden dramati-

cally contrasting their outlooks on 

climate change — and the impact 

it has had on the record-setting 

fires ravaging the West Coast.

Trump’s suggestion that the 

planet is going to start to unex-

pectedly cool is at odds with reali-

ty, experts say.

“Maybe there is a parallel uni-

verse where a pot on the stove 

with the burner turned to high 

‘starts getting cooler.’ But that is 

not our universe,” said Stanford 

University climate scientist Chris 

Field.

Biden lashed at Trump, saying 

the moment requires “leadership, 

not scapegoating” and that “it’s 

clear we are not safe in Donald 

Trump’s America.”
“This is another crisis, another 

crisis he won’t take responsibility 
for,” Biden said. He said that if vot-
ers give “a climate denier” another 
four years in the White House, 
“why would we be surprised that 
we have more of America ablaze?”

Trump, who was briefed during 
a stop near Sacramento before a 
campaign visit to Phoenix, had 
been mostly quiet as the catastro-
phe on the West Coast has unfold-
ed over the past few weeks. He 
tweeted appreciation of firefight-
ers and emergency responders 
on Friday, the first public com-
ments he had made in weeks 
about the fires that have killed 
dozens, burned millions of acres 
and forced thousands from their 
homes.

The president arrived at at 
Sacramento McClellan Airport to 
the powerful scent of smoke from 
the fires burning some 90 miles 
away.

He contended anew that 

By JONATHAN LEMIRE,

AAMER MADHANI, WILL WEISSERT 

and ELLEN KNICKMEYER

The Associated Press

Trump, Biden spar about climate

See CLIMATE, A3

The Associated Press

President Donald Trump participates in a ceremony recognizing the 
California National Guard Monday at Sacramento McClellan Airport in 
McClellan Park, Calif. after being briefed on wildfires.

Astronomers have found a potential sign 

of life high in the atmosphere of neighboring 

Venus: hints there may be bizarre microbes 

living in the sulfuric acid-laden clouds of the 

hothouse planet.

Two telescopes in Hawaii and Chile spot-

ted in the thick Venusian clouds the chem-

ical signature of phosphine, a noxious gas 

that on Earth is only associated with life, 

according to a study in Monday’s journal 

Nature Astronomy.

Several outside experts — and the study 

authors themselves — agreed this is tanta-

lizing but said it is far from the first proof of 

life on another planet. They said it doesn’t 

satisfy the “extraordinary claims require 

extraordinary evidence” standard estab-

lished by the late Carl Sagan, who speculat-
ed about the possibility of life in the clouds 
of Venus in 1967.

“It’s not a smoking gun,” said study co-au-
thor David Clements, an Imperial College of 
London astrophysicist. “It’s not even gunshot 
residue on the hands of your prime suspect, 
but there is a distinct whiff of cordite in the 
air which may be suggesting something.”

As astronomers plan for searches for life 
on planets outside our solar system, a major 
method is to look for chemical signatures 
that can only be made by biological process-
es, called biosignatures. After three astrono-
mers met in a bar in Hawaii, they decided to 
look that way at the closest planet to Earth: 
Venus. They searched for phosphine, which 
is three hydrogen atoms and a phosphorous 
atom.

On Earth, there are only two ways phos-

phine can be formed, study authors said. 

One is in an industrial process. (The gas was 

produced for use as chemical warfare agent 

in World War I.) The other way is as part of 

some kind of poorly understood function in 

animals and microbes. Some scientists con-

sider it a waste product, others don’t.

Phosphine is found in “ooze at the bot-

tom of ponds, the guts of some creatures 

like badgers and perhaps most unpleasant-

ly associated with piles of penguin guano,” 

Clements said.

Study co-author Sara Seager, an MIT 

planetary scientist, said researchers 

“exhaustively went through every possibil-

ity and ruled all of them out: volcanoes, 

lightning strikes, small meteorites falling 

into the atmosphere. ... Not a single process 

By SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

Astronomers see possible hints of life in Venus clouds 

See VENUS, A3

The Associated Press

This May 2016 photo provided by 
researcher Jane Greaves shows the 
planet Venus. A report released on 
Monday says astronomers have found 
a potential signal of life high in the 
atmosphere of Venus.
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