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TODAY: Overcast with 
rain early, light wind
HIGH: 66     LOW: 54

DEATHS
Johnson, Betty L.

Lauerman, Frank J. III

Patz, Loretta M. 

Reese, Robert E.

Smith, Donald W.

Younk, Roger A.

INSIDE
Menominee: Write-in candidates 

can still get in the race for coun-

cil seats. A2

Sports: Bret Pearson is the ‘pro-

type Maroon.’ B1

Town anxious to begin water talks

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—The Peshtigo 

Town Board is anxious for the 

Wisconsin Department of Natu-

ral Resources (DNR) to finalize a 

date for the long-awaited water 

supply discussions between the 

town, Johnson Controls, Inc. 

(JCI) and other stakeholders.

During a July 30 meeting with 

JCI Vice President & Chief Sus-

tainability, Global Government 

and Regulatory Affairs Officer 

Kathleen McGinty, the town set a 

target date for the end of Septem-

ber to begin discussions about 

long-term water supply options 

for town residents impacted by 

the per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-

stance (PFAS) contamination 

caused by the historic activities 

of Tyco Fire Products (Tyco), a 

subsidiary of JCI.

With the September target 

date past and several more steps 

to go before the discussions can 

begin, Town of Peshtigo Chair-

person Cindy Boyle said at 

the Water Committee meeting 

Wednesday that she is “(grow-

ing) impatient by the day,” partic-

ularly given that she will be gone 

the last week of October.

The town board has finalized 

its selection of Madison-based 

engineering firm Strand Associ-

ates, Inc. and Wilmington, Del-

aware-based law firm Grant & 

Eisenhofer to assist in prepa-

rations for the discussions. The 

DNR has also chosen envADR 

President Robert Olian to facil-

itate the discussions after vet-

ting through a combined list of 

potential mediators provided by 

JCI, the town and the DNR itself.

DNR Program and Policy Ana-

lyst Molly Schmidt sent an email 

Wednesday to Boyle, Marinette 

Mayor Steve Genisot, Peshtigo 

Mayor Cathi Malke, McGinty, 

Olian and DNR personnel asking 

for informational background 

documents and confirmation 

of point of contact information. 

Schmidt also notified the parties 
that Olian would be reaching out 
to each of them to arrange initial 
meetings after receipt of these 
items. To avoid further delay, 
Boyle said she would follow-up 
with Schmidt to institute a time-
line for the other stakeholders to 
complete these tasks.

Water Committee mem-
bers also requested that Tyco/
JCI Attorney Steven Wolfe, who 
was present at the Wednesday 
meeting, ask Tyco to look into 
the City of Marinette’s incom-
plete Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

With their original target date already passed, 
Town of Peshtigo officials are growing impatient

Peshtigo 4K class: Where it all begins
Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—Peshtigo School 

District’s four-year-old kindergar-

ten, also known as 4K, has impacted 

Peshtigo students for 14 years.

Have you ever wondered, “What is 

4K?” or “What are teachers working 

on with their four-year-old students 

who are in their first year of school?” 

“Where are four-year-olds develop-

mentally?”

What do current Peshtigo High 

School seniors remember from their 

4K classes fourteen years ago?

“Mrs. Gardon was the best! I 

remember being so excited to see 

her every day,” said Senior Madeline 

Fifarek, recalling fond memories of 

her 4K class from 14 years ago. “I also 

loved running to the play kitchen, 

like the one I had at home.”

Senior Sydney Lund remembers 

from her four-year-old kindergarten 

class, “My favorites were the build-

ing blocks and the big playhouse in 

the classroom. Also, we got to eat 

green eggs and ham after Mr. (Jus-

tin) Woulf read Dr. Seuss to us.”

Senior Alexis Haynes said, “My 

favorite memory was we set up our 

chairs shaped like the inside of an air-

plane, then our teachers, Mrs. Flett 

and Mrs. Jornlin, handed out snacks 

as if they were flight attendants.“

Four-year-olds are just learning 

how to socially interact and express 

themselves. Peshtigo 4K teacher Jus-

tin Woulf surveyed his students, 

asking “Are you excited to come to 

school?” Responses ranged from “No, 

I’m too tired this morning,” to “Yes, 

I like to play outside.” One student 

said, “I used to have a cat, then we 

lost it.” The funniest response to the 

prompt was, “I like pickle ice cream!”

At this age, Peshtigo teachers 

work really hard to teach key con-

cepts through play. “4K is where it 

all begins for children in school. It’s 

where we lay the foundation for a 

Special to the EagleHerald
Tate Denowski, Ruby Boucher, Madelyn White and Aiden Bezecny learn to use glue sticks during a Peshtigo School 
District 4K class.

Green Bay man dies in Oconto County crash
OCONTO—A 21-year-old Green Bay man died Friday 

as the result of a two-vehicle accident in Oconto County.

Sheriff Todd Skarban reports that the dispatch cen-

ter received a call at 1:22 p.m. Friday of a two-vehicle 

accident on U.S. 41 near Maple Grove School Road in 

the Town of Little River. He said the preliminary inves-

tigation shows a dump truck driven by a 42-year-old 

Oconto male was traveling southbound on U.S. 41 when 

a pickup truck driven by the Green Bay man struck the 

dump truck from behind. The driver of the dump truck 

was transported to a local hospital with minor injuries. 

The driver of the pickup truck was transported to a Green 

Bay hospital, and later died of his injuries.

An ongoing investigation is being conducted by the 

Oconto County Sheriff ’s Office, Wisconsin State Patrol 

and the Brown County Medical Examiner’s Office. The 

Oconto County Sheriff ’s Office was assisted by the Oconto 

Police Department, Little River Fire Department, Oconto 

Fire and Rescue Department, Oconto County Highway 

Department, Wisconsin State Patrol and the Brown 

County Medical Examiner’s Office.

Coleman woman dies 
from injuries in crash

M A R I N E T T E — A n 
83-year-old Coleman 
woman died Saturday as 
the result of a traffic crash 
Thursday in Marinette 
County.

Sheriff Jerry Sauve said 
the deceased has been 
identified as Loretta M. 
Patz. The Marinette County 
medical examiner was noti-
fied Saturday that Patz died 
in a Madison hospital.

At 3:45 a.m. Thursday, 
emergency responders were 
dispatched to County Trunk 
B near Jandt Road in the 
Town of Grover for a vehicle 
that was discovered in the 
north ditch that had struck 
several trees, according to 

the sheriff ’s department. It 
appeared the vehicle was 
eastbound in the fog and 
failed to negotiate the curve. 
The victim was alone in the 
vehicle.

Assisting the Sheriff ’s 
Officers at the scene were 
the Aurora/Bay Area Para-
medics, Marinette Res-
cue Squad, Peshtigo Police, 
the Grover-Porterfield Fire 
Department and the Mari-
nette County Highway 
Commission. This crash 
remains under investiga-
tion by the sheriff ’s office 
and medical examiner.

This is the seventh traf-
fic fatality in Marinette in 
2021.

Menominee County 
adjusts its 2021 

reapportionment map
By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E —

Menominee County has 

announced a new reappor-

tionment plan with slight 

changes to district bound-

aries in some areas, but 

they won’t take effect until 

the 2022 election cycle, 

County Clerk Marc Klei-

man said 

Thursday.

S o m e 

precincts in 

the city will 

be moved 

or elimi-

nated, but 

the changes 

a r e n ’ t 

expected to affect city 

wards. “The city wards are 

drawn completely sepa-

rate to the county commis-

sioner districts,” Kleiman 

said.

County commissioners 

are not on the November 

ballot this year, so the reap-

portionment plan won’t be 

noticeable until next year.

The next county elec-

tion is a primary prior to 

the November 2022 gen-

eral election, said County 

Commissioner Larry Schei, 

who represents the 4th dis-

trict.

Schei agrees with the 

apportionment commit-

tee’s decision to keep a 

nine-member board.

“My feeling was, I would 

have been satisfied with 

either seven or nine com-

missioners on the county 

board. I felt that seven 

would work. It would 

be change. Nine is per-

fect because it stays the 

same, and more than nine 

wouldn’t be necessary.”

The target population 

for each district in the 

reapportionment plan was 

2,611, but geography was 
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