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TODAY: Partly to mostly 
cloudy and dry with light wind

HIGH: 25     LOW: 11

DEATHS
Adams, Patricia H.

Cagle, Sandra J.

Constine, Gladys M.

Cook, Tanya

Duffield, William B. V 

Edquist, John R.

Johnston, John W.

Krah, Jill M.

Mink, Patricia M.

Russell, Lois J.

Wormwood, Debra K.
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Area coffee shops—like Starbucks on Roosevelt Road in Marinette—continued to 
cater to those venturing into the thick snowfall Sunday morning, which managed 
to hold off until the day after Marinette’s annual Christmas festivity. According to 
the National Weather Service, Marinette received 10 inches of snow, the most in 
the area. Peshtigo and Athelstane were next with 9 inches each.

Handing off — coffee in the snow

Stakeholders participate in first water discussion
By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Stakeholders 
participated in a virtual water 
summit Monday, kicking off a 
series of facilitated discussions 
regarding a permanent water 
solution for Town of Peshtigo 
residents impacted by per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) 
contamination.

Representatives of the Town 

of Peshtigo, the City of Peshtigo, 

the City of Marinette, Johnson 

Controls, Inc. subsidiary Tyco 

Fire Products (JCI/Tyco) and the 

Wisconsin Department of Nat-

ural Resources (DNR) attended 

the meeting.

Planning for the long-awaited 

water discussions began in July 

when the Town of Peshtigo Board 

met with Vice President and Chief 

Sustainability, Government and 

Regulatory Affairs Officer of JCI 

Kathleen McGinty to discuss mit-

igation options for the local PFAS 

contamination caused by the his-

toric activities of Tyco Fire Prod-

ucts.

During that meeting, the 

Town of Peshtigo Board asked 

JCI/Tyco, along with the DNR, to 

participate in a water summit to 

discuss long-term water options 

for impacted town residents, 

some of whom have been using 

bottled water for three years 

since discovering PFAS contam-

ination in their wells.

In October, the DNR selected 

Rob Olian, founder of Chica-

go-based envADR, to facilitate 

the discussions.

Olian said in an interview 

with the EagleHerald that the 

initial meeting was produc-

tive and that all parties seemed 

intent on continuing their par-

ticipation in the discussions. 

Several parties came away from 

the meeting with assignments to 

complete before the next meet-

ing, which Olian said he expects 

to take place sometime shortly 

after the New Year.

The meetings are not open 

to the public, and at this time, 

all participants have formally 

agreed to keep the information 

discussed during the mediated 

New date set for Helfert 
sexual assault trial

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—Former 
Menominee County Sher-
iff ’s deputy Brian Helfert 
will go to trial on sexual 
assault charges at the end 
of February.

Menominee County Cir-
cuit Judge Mary Brouillette 
Barglind set the new date 
at a pretrial hearing Mon-
day in her courtroom. The 
trial will begin the morn-
ing of Feb. 22, 2022, (a 
Tuesday) and could run for 
six days through March 2. 
It will be held in the 41st 
Circuit Court under the 
direction of Barglind. The 

41st Circuit Court encom-

passes Menominee, Dick-

inson and Iron counties.

The trial is not starting 

on Feb. 21, 2022, because 

that is Presidents’ Day, a 

federal holiday. It was orig-

inally scheduled for early 

November, but was delayed 

because of a COVID out-

break at the courthouse.

Additionally, motion 

hearings will take place in 

January.

Helfert, 57, Menominee, 

faces more than a dozen 

felony charges of repeated 

sexual assault of a teenage 

boy. The 16 charges against 

Helfert include eight 

counts of criminal sexual 

conduct—first degree. The 

maximum penalty for each 
of those counts is life in 
prison.

The defendant, who also 
served as a school liaison 
officer, is out on a personal 
recognizance (PR) bond. 
He can’t have any contact 
with the alleged victims or 
any minors.

“We had no choice on 
the bond,” Menominee 
County Prosecutor Jef-
frey Rogg said last month. 
“Defendants in custody are 
required to be tried within 
six months. We can’t do 
that now. Thus the PR 
bond.”

At the preliminary hear-
ing in May in Menomi-
nee County District Court, 
the court heard from two 

Bark River man sentenced in father’s murder
By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—Gary Phil-
lips-Donovan, 37, of Bark River 
was sentenced to 22 ½ to 40 
years in prison Tuesday in the 
beating death of his father, 
74-year-old Michael Donovan of 
Harris Township.

Before Judge Christopher 
Ninomiya imposed the sentence 
for second-degree murder and 
granted Phillips-Donovan 749 
days of time served, he heard 
three of Donovan’s relatives 
describe their anger and grief.

“The pain was palpable in this 
courtroom in terms of how this 
criminal has affect the entire 
family,” Ninomiya said. Phil-
lips-Donovan was present via 
Zoom and declined the opportu-
nity to speak before the judge or 
to express remorse to the family 

members.

Donovan’s granddaughter 

Jeralynn Alexander wiped tears 

from her eyes and needed time 

to gain composure before speak-

ing at the courtroom podium 

about how she missed her 

grandfather. “I am angry that 

you took away my best friend 

and father figure,” she said fac-

ing the large screen where Phil-

lips-Donovan’s image was dis-

played. “I feel like I have no one 

now. He was the one person I 

told everything to,” Alexander 

said. She called Phillips-Dono-

van “selfish” for taking Dono-

van’s life.

Michael Donovan Jr., son of 

the victim, blamed Phillips-Don-

ovan for taking his father away 

before he had the chance to rec-

oncile with him. He reminded 

Phillips-Donovan that his par-

ents adopted him and went out 

of their way for him. “After they 

spent their entire life giving you 

chance after chance, you brutally 

murdered the one who helped 

you out for another quick fix or 

whatever.”

He noted Phillips-Donovan’s 

lack of remorse or emotion and 
said, “It just shows me you’re a 
cold, hard person.”

“I pity the world you’ll come 
out of if you manage to survive 
prison. You’re just amoral. I don’t 
think you should ever get out,” 
Donovan said.

Phillips-Donovan was origi-
nally charged with open murder 
and two counts of home inva-
sion in the Nov. 19, 2019 crime. 
A trial was scheduled for Oct. 25, 
but Phillips-Donovan accepted 
a plea agreement of 2nd degree 
murder in the bludgeoning death 
of his father.

Phillips-Donovan’s mother 
Patricia found the elder Donovan 
lying on the ground with trauma 
to the head in a detached garage 
at W546 Old-U.S. 2/41, where he 
apparently had been beaten with 
a shovel.

No one saw the actual crime 
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Michael Donovan Jr. (left) speaks with Menominee County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Jeffrey Rogg after Gary Phillips-Donovan of Bark River is 
sentenced to 22 1/2 to 40 years in prison for the bludgeoning death 
of the men’s father, Michael Donovan.

Former deputy will stand trial in February
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