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REC Center emerging with caution from COVID
By John Liesveld

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—As the entire 

nation rebounds from pandemic 

lockdowns, cancellations and 

restrictions on many staple rec-

reational activities, the Commu-

nity REC Center in Marinette can 

already claim a strong and opti-

mistic stride as its programs, activ-

ities and special events once again 

offer healthy and socially uplifting 

venues built around a foundation 

of pandemic safety protocols.

Following up on the February 

success performance of the com-

edy musical “Menoma Mia” by 

Green Bay-based Let Me Be Frank 

Productions at the REC Center, 

hobbyists, hunters and outdoor 

enthusiasts made their way to the 

facility last weekend for the Bob & 

Rocco Gun & Knife Show.

“(This year) has been going 

quite well,” Director of Tourism & 

Marketing Melissa Ebsch told the 

EagleHerald, regarding the REC 

Center programs. “We are filling 

the REC Center with new and 

recurring events. Despite COVID, 

the first few months of this year 

have been very strong for us.”

Later, at a Marinette Parks and 

Recreation Committee meeting, 

Ebsch reported that the last three 

events held at the Center attracted 

impressive turnout from the com-

munity.

“The (Feb. 19 Fishing, Boating 

Outdoors) Show went fantastic,” 

she highlighted. “Over 4,000 peo-

ple attended. We had 249 tickets 

sold for the ‘Menoma Mia’ show 

and they are returning in Octo-

ber.”

And finally, she added that 

last weekend’s gun show turn-

out offered no exception to those 

impressive turnouts.

GUN SHOW: A GOOD CAUSE, 

OUTLET FOR COLLECTORS

According to preliminary num-

bers, approximately 2,500 visitors 

from Marinette and throughout 

northeast Wisconsin and beyond, 

attended the gun and knife show 

to peruse the various vendor offer-

ings this past Saturday and Sun-

day. The event denotes the show’s 

second visit to the REC Center—

the first occurred in September.

According to the bobandrocco.

com website, each traveling show 

offers an outlet of over 75 vendors 

for countless patrons and collec-

tors where they can buy, sell and 

trade firearms and related prod-

ucts.

Aside from the obvious, the 

show featured a potpourri of 

items to hook the interests of 

almost anyone. From honey to 

gemstones, to ancient Egyptian 

idols, Native American arts and 

crafts and World War II artifacts, 

the show presented opportunities 

to satisfy everything from the pal-

ate to a mind for a penchant for 

historical curiosity.

“We were very happy with the 

amount of (vendors) in the show 

as well as the community sup-

port,” Ebsch said. “And it’s for a 

good cause.”

BobandRocco.com represent 

the home of the Take a Kid Hunt-

ing Foundation. A fundraising 501 

©(3) nonprofit organization hosts 

every show, which benefits youth 

and disabled military veterans. All 

the proceeds from last weekend’s 

show go to the foundation.
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Technically, not a hotdog. But to Rusty, the golden retriever, the scrumptious allure of that Wisconsin sta-
ple, the brat, in the hand of his owner Cornelius DeVerney, served up an inescapable temptation. Rusty’s 
demeanor added a cozy friendliness to those patrons who approached the table of Cornelius and Nancy 
DeVerney, vendors at the Bob & Rocco Gun & Knife Show. hey operate Native Made, LLC. Arts & Crafts, 
which specializes in vintage Native American Jewelry.
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Menominee City Council approves taser replacement
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menomi-

nee City Council Monday approved 

an agreement to upgrade the tasers 

used by the Menominee Police 

Department.

The police department currently 

uses seven of the Taser X-2 model 

tasers. Police Chief Brett Botbyl said 

five of the seven in use are seven 

years old, with a life expectancy of 

five years given by the Axon com-

pany which produces them. He said 

the majority of the tasers they have 

are also past their warranties, and 

said Axon will be soon discontinu-

ing the X-2 model.

Botbyl suggested that the city 

approve a five-year contract with 

Axon with bi-annual payments of 

$2,499.45 per payment, for a total of 

$24,994.90 for that five-year period, 

to transition from the X-2 model to 

the newest model, the Taser 7.

“The Taser 7 has many improve-

ments and benefits dealing with 

design and improved darts which 

fly faster and straighter, thus pro-

ducing a higher success rate with a 

higher penetration rate with loose 

or thicker clothing,” he said.

“When I was looking back at 

some of the reso-

lutions that were 

passed by the city, 

back on Feb. 21, 

2017, the city passed 

a resolution deal-

ing with a policy 

prohibiting the use 

of excessive force 

during civil rights 

demonstrations,” he said. “When 

you look at our policy dealing with 

First Amendment or civil rights 

demonstrations, our policy spe-

cifically talks about the taser as 

a form of less-lethal force that is 

applicable. It’s another area that 

goes hand-in-hand with the city’s 

resolutions.”

According to Botbyl, there 

have been 65 instances where the 

Menominee Police needed to use 

force over the last three years, and 

many of them involved the use of 

a taser. He also said that, in the 

training for the use of tasers, about 

half of the Menominee Police offi-

cers have experienced being on the 

receiving end of a taser.

“We are looking for less than 

lethal force that will protect the offi-

cer as well as the person that needs 

to be subdued. It’s a no-brainer to 

me,” said Councilmember Doug 

Botbyl

DNR issues statement over Tyco class action lawsuit

By John Liesveld

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a statement 

Monday distancing itself from a recent multi-

million-dollar lawsuit between some residents 

in the Town of Peshtigo (TOP) and three com-

panies involved in the historic production and 

testing of a specialized fire suppressant agent, 

Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF).

The lawsuit, filed against defendants Tyco Fire 

Products LP, Chemguard, Inc., and ChemDesign 

Products concerned the release of per- and poly-

fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) that leached into 

the surrounding environment from historical 

testing sites at the Tyco Fire Technology Cen-

ter in the City of Marinette. The contamination 

plume reached several Town of Peshtigo private 

drinking water wells.

PFAS serves as a primary component in AFFF 

that imbues the fire suppressant with its abil-

ity to stifle hazardous liquid fires. The lawsuit, 

known as Campbell v. Tyco Fire Products, et. al., 

Case No. 2:19-CV-00422-RMG, recently reached 

a $17.5 million settlement in the U.S. District 

Court of South Carolina—Charleston Division.

The statement categorically informs that the 

DNR “is not a party to this private, third-party 

action and (the department) cannot intervene in 

the lawsuit. Additionally, the DNR does not have 

a formal, oversight role with respect to this law-

suit, and is not authorized by state law to pro-

vide legal advice to individuals.”

However, the statement delineated some 

actions (unrelated to any the lawsuit and/or 

settlement) that the DNR can take with regard 

to the current status of the PFAS investigation 

and contamination remediation in Marinette, 

Peshtigo and surrounding areas. In that capacity, 

Statement also addresses ongoing 
PFAS investigation

DNR PFAS Listening Session today
MARINETTE—Today the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources hosts two online, 

Zoom-based listening sessions regarding the 

PFAS contamination in the Marinette and 

Peshtigo areas.

The first meeting runs from noon to 2 p.m. 

and the second goes from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Department officials strongly encourage res-

idents to submit questions in advance of the 

meeting via email at DNRJCIPFAS@wiscon-

sin.gov or by phone (888-626-3244).

Officials with the DNR, the Department of 

Health Services (DHS) and other partners plan 

to present information regarding updates on the 

site investigation and on the sampling of pota-

ble wells for levels of PFAS in the “Expanded Site 

Investigation Area.” The session will close with 

a question and answer period.

Those wishing to join the meeting can do so 

remotely via phone at 312-626-6799 or by joining 
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TODAY: Mostly cloudy, but 
dry with light, variable wind

HIGH: 44     LOW: 31
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Schneider, Robert P.

Schwartz, Elaine M.

Tonn, Annette A.
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