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100 YEARS AGO: The first republican rally 
in Marinette County was held last night at 
Harmony Corners in the Chudacolt Hall. E. O. 
Thomas, former assemblyman, presided and 
introduced the speakers. The hall was filled, 
every seat being taken and many standing. 
Nearly half of the audience were women 
demonstrating that the fair sex is taking an 
equal interest with the men in the political 
campaign. The Republican county commit-
tee extends a special invitation to the ladies 
to attend all the rallies now being held. The 
speakers of the evening were Joseph LeRoy 
and Dist. Atty. A. F. Murphy. Mr. LeRoy covered 
national issues in a general way and spent 
some time on demonstrating the autocratic 
character of the present administration and 
its extravagance. He closed with an appeal 
against socialistic tendencies among the peo-

ple as a source of danger. 
50 YEARS AGO: After prolonged debate 
over legal technicalities, the Marinette City 
Council Wednesday night approved a charter 
ordinance extending the term for the office 
of mayor to four years. Although it received 
support of a majority of the councilmen, a com-
panion ordinance which would have extended 
to four years the term of the municipal justice 
failed to gain passage. Alderman voted unan-
imously in favor of the four-year term for the 
office of mayor. Emmet McCarthy, city attorney, 
explained that the action does not become 
final until 60 days following publication. During 
the 60-day period, McCarthy said, citizens may 
file a petition that the issue be submitted to a 
referendum. To be valid, the petition must be 
signed by a number of electors equivalent to 
seven percent of the votes cast in the city for 

governor and the last general election. 
25 YEARS AGO: Thie first phase of the Marina 
Management Group’s $1.3 million waterfront 
development plan will begin late November. 
The agreement between the city of Menominee 
and the Marina Management Group of the 
M&M Yacht Club was signed two weeks ago, 
clearing the path for the implementation of 
the waterfront development plan. However, 
the plan still needs the final approval of the 
Michigan Waterways Commission. Jim Kudlicid 
of the MMG said Thursday the work for the 
project will be released shortly. The first phase 
of the plan which will begin late November 
will include the construction of a new launch 
ramp at the marina and a parking lot expan-
sion. Working on these projects will continue 
through the winter, Kudlicki said.
10 YEARS AGO: The Marinette Board of 

Education approved the school district’s 2010-
11 budget at its budget hearing Tuesday night. 
The tax levy was set at $9,422,359. The 9.83 
mill rate amounts to an average increase of 
$54 on a $100,000 home. “We’re doing great 
compared to last year because we have some 
additional sources of funding,” said Business 
and Finance Director Pauline Borgen, adding 
that there’s still a struggle to achieve a bal-
anced budget. With total projected revenues of 
$22,804,675 and total projected expenditures 
of $23,392,035, the district is looking at a 
defect of $587,360. “If, in essence we end up 
spending it, it will be a reduction in the fund 
balance,” said Borgen. The district is currently 
benefiting from an added $800,000 to $1 
million in funding through the 21st Century 
Learning Center, SAGE and Federal Education 
Jobs Fund grants.

MENOMINEE — Grant Chandler 
of Students Matter, LLC, presented a 
structure for a possible merit pay sys-
tem for the Menominee school district 
Oct. 15 at the Menominee Area Public 
Schools Board of Education meeting.

“This is for teachers to comple-
ment the professional learning and 
the hard work they are doing. A lot 
of districts all over the country have 
been talking and thinking about this 
idea of merit pay and how you recog-
nize the hard work of teachers. This is 
a proposal for how you may choose to 
do that,” Chandler said.

He said that in this structure, 
there are two pathways that can be 
taken in determining merit pay for 
teachers. One way is what he called 
“earning stripes,” which involves 
demonstration and enhancement of 
professional expertise as teachers 
undergo professional development.

“A choice that you might have is to 
award a stipend for either each ‘stripe’ 
or each new competency, or you can 
certainly bundle them together. One 
district that I met with yesterday 
(Wednesday) said they really want to 
think about a stipend for a certain 
number of these demonstrations. I 
think they were landing on the num-

ber eight, so if teachers demonstrate 
these eight new skills, that equates to 
a certain number of dollars in their 
structure,” Chandler said.

The other is what he called the 
“contemplative educator series,” which 
is a series of professional development 
courses offered through Students 
Matter. The series includes four 
required courses and three option-
al courses. “One thing that folks are 
doing in other districts is support-
ing teachers (who do this). There’s a 
stipend for choosing to do that pro-
fessional development for either each 
course or all the courses as a whole,” 
he said.

He said there’s also an opportuni-
ty for teachers to demonstrate what 
they’ve learned through the contem-

plative educator series on an annu-
al basis, submitting a portfolio to a 
review panel that determines if their 
portfolios meet the mark of a contem-
plative educator, thus making them 
eligible for a stipend.

“So there are two options: One 
is the idea that, as teachers demon-
strate new skills, you think about a 
merit structure for that; the second 
option is to support teachers through 
the contemplative educator series and 
the annual portfolio review,” Chandler 
said.

He said this item was included on 
the agenda not as an action item, but 
just as an informational item to pres-
ent the concept to the board and get 
the discussion started. “We’ll prob-
ably need to talk that out more at a 
Committee of the Whole meeting, but 
this was just to present the concept,” 
he said.

“The big thing is, merit pay sup-
plementation is important,’ said 
Superintendent John Mans, “I think 
it’s something we can provide for our 
teachers, especially the teachers who 
want to jump on board and really get 
deep into the contemplative educator, 
which I’m a huge proponent of. I think 
it changes the way we teach, the way 
we think and how we predict what’s 
going to happen and should happen 
in our classrooms.”
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Autumn overdrive
Colors are popping at Henes Park in Menominee recently.

Menominee school board presented with ways to 
compensate teachers for professional development

““This is for teachers 

to complement the pro-

fessional learning and 

the hard work they are 

doing.”

Grant Chandler 

Students Matter, LLC

MADISON, Wis. — More than 
75,000 people in Wisconsin cast 
ballots on the first day of early 
in-person voting in the presidential 
battleground state, the state elec-
tions commission reported.

Mail-in absentee voting has 
been available since September and 

more than 1 million people have 
already returned their ballots that 
way. The combined total of mail-in 
and early in-person votes cast in 
the state thus far amounts to 34% 
of the total votes cast in Wisconsin 
during the 2016 presidential elec-
tion.

The campaigns of President 
Donald Trump and Democratic 
challenger Joe Biden have been 
calling on their supporters to vote 
early in the state, which Trump 
won by fewer than 23,000 votes 
four years ago and where this 

year’s race is expected to be close 
again. A record number of people 
have voted early in Wisconsin and 
nationwide as an alternative to 
going into crowded polling places 
amid the surging coronavirus pan-
demic on Election Day.

In most Wisconsin elections, 
absentee voting, including early 
in-person voting, amounts to about 
6% of all votes cast. But elections 
officials have predicted that due to 
concerns about the coronavirus, it 
could be as high as 60% this year, 
which would be about 1.8 million 

ballots.
Voters waited in lines around 

the state on Tuesday for a chance 
to cast their ballots in person. Early 
in-person voting will be an option 
through Nov. 1 in the state. Because 
of potential delays with mail deliv-
ery, the state elections commission 
has recommended that mail-in bal-
lots be sent no later than Oct. 27 to 
ensure they arrive in time.

The highest in-person turn-
out was seen in the state’s largest 
city, Milwaukee, where 4,025 peo-
ple took advantage of the option. 

That was followed by Madison, with 
1,821, and Eau Claire, where 1,283 
voted early and in person.

The Elections Commission 
reported that 75,519 in-person 
absentee ballots were cast on 
Tuesday. As of Wednesday morn-
ing, that number had risen to 
79,774. The total number of absen-
tee ballots cast, both in-person 
and by mail, was 1,021,397 as of 
Wednesday.

All ballots in Wisconsin must be 
received by 8 p.m. on Election Day 
in order to count.
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More than 75,000 voted in-person in Wisconsin
■ In-person voting 
started Tuesday

Mel Tucker’s success in 
his first season as Michigan 
State’s coach may be deter-
mined in large part by who is 
playing quarterback.

Right now, there’s no indi-
cation of who that’s going to 
be.

Tucker took over after 
Mark Dantonio’s retirement 
in February, and he inherited 
a program rife with uncer-
tainty after some mediocre 
results over the past four 
years. The quarterback spot 
is just one glaring area that 
must be resolved. Gone is 
Brian Lewerke, who started 
38 games and became the 
school’s career leader in total 
offense.

Rocky Lombardi and 
Theo Day return after play-
ing a bit last season. Redshirt 

freshman Payton Thorne is 
also an option, and Tucker 
mentioned freshman Noah 
Kim as well when assessing 
the position.

Tucker also said he prob-
ably wouldn’t release a depth 
chart early this week, and he 
didn’t offer much detail when 
asked if the team might play 
more than one quarterback 
to start the season.

Lombardi made three 
starts at quarterback in 
2018 as a redshirt freshman, 
and he threw for 173 yards 
and a touchdown in a win 
over Rutgers that year. He 
attempted only 21 passes last 
season, however.

Day redshirted in 2018 
and attempted just three 
passes in limited duty last 
year. Thorne is coming off a 
redshirt last year, and Kim 
is a true freshman from 
Virginia.
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QB as Michigan State 

opener approaches
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In this Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018 file photo, Michigan State 
quarterback Rocky Lombardi (12) throws a pass in front of 
Nebraska linebacker Dedrick Young II (5) during the first 
half of an NCAA college football game in Lincoln, Neb.

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s legal assault on Google 
actually feels like a blast from the past.

The U.S. Justice Department filed 
an equally high-profile case against 
a technology giant in 1998, accusing 
it of leveraging a monopoly position 
to lock customers into its products so 
they wouldn’t be tempted by potentially 
superior options from smaller rivals.

That game-changing case, of course, 
targeted Microsoft and its personal com-
puter software empire -- right around 
the same time that two ambitious 
entrepreneurs, both strident Microsoft 
critics, were starting up their own com-
pany with a funny name: Google.

Now things have come full circle with 
a lawsuit that deliberately echoes the 
U.S.-Microsoft showdown that unfolded 
under the administrations of President 
Bill Clinton and President George W. 
Bush.

“Back then, Google claimed 
Microsoft’s practices were anticom-
petitive, and yet, now, Google deploys 
the same playbook to sustain its own 
monopolies,” the Justice Department 
wrote in its lawsuit, filed Tuesday in 
Washington, D.C., federal court.

The Justice Department’s 64-page 
complaint accuses Google of thwart-
ing competition and potential innova-
tion via its market power and financial 
muscle. In particular, the U.S. com-
plaint alleges, Google sought to ensure 
its search engine and advertising net-
work remained in a position to reach as 
many people as possible while making 
it nearly impossible for viable challeng-
ers to emerge.

U.S. Deputy Attorney General Jeff 
Rosen described Google as “the gateway 
to the internet” and a search adver-
tising behemoth. Google, whose corpo-
rate parent Alphabet Inc. has a market 
value just over $1 trillion, controls about 
90% of global web searches.

The Mountain View, California, com-
pany, vehemently denied any wrongdo-
ing and defended its services as a boon 
for consumers — a position it said it 
will fiercely defend in a case that seems 
likely to culminate in a trial late next 
year or sometime in 2022.

Eleven states, all with Republican 
attorneys general, joined the federal 
government in the lawsuit. But several 
other states demurred.

That dynamic raised questions 
about whether the timing of the gov-
ernment’s move is politically motivated, 
given that Election Day is less than two 
weeks away. President Donald Trump 
has also repeatedly attacked Google 
with unfounded charges that it is 
biased against conservative viewpoints 
in its search results and posted on its 
YouTube video site.

To avoid the appearance of political 
animus, Justice Department officials 
were under intense pressure to pres-
ent a strong case against Google. Some 
legal experts believe regulators pulled 
that off.

The Justice Department “filed the 
strongest suit they have,” said antitrust 
expert Tim Wu, a professor at Columbia 

University Law School. But he also 
believes the suit is almost a carbon 
copy of the government’s 1998 lawsuit 
against Microsoft.

Wu believes the U.S. government has 
a decent chance of winning. “However, 
the likely remedies — i.e., knock it off, 
no more making Google the default — 
are not particularly likely to transform 
the broader tech ecosystem.” he said 
via email.

Investors so far are betting Google 
will prevail — or at least that its busi-
ness won’t be fazed by its tussle with 
the U.S. government. Alphabet’s stock 
rose more than 1% Tuesday to close at 
$1.555.93.

The Justice Department is primarily 
targeting Google for negotiating lucra-
tive deals with the makers of smart-
phones and web browsers to make its 
search engine the default option unless 
consumers take the trouble to change 
the built-in settings. The company also 
ensured the search engine would be 
built into the billions of phones pow-
ered by its Android operating system 
by making that a requirement to use 
the app store accompanying the free 
software.
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U.S. antitrust case against 
Google mirrors Microsoft battle
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In this Nov. 18, 2019, file photo, the logo of Google is displayed on a carpet at the 
entrance hall of Google France in Paris. The Trump administration’s legal assault 
on Google actually feels like a blast from the past. The U.S. Justice Department 
filed an equally high-profile case against a technology giant in 1998.


