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Tampa mayor’s mask order falls on deaf ears

By TAMARA LUSH and FREIDA FRISARO

Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. —So much for the 

mayor’s order requiring masks at 

Super Bowl parties. Videos went 

viral on social media, showing 

throngs of mostly maskless fans 

and packed sports bars as the 

clock inside Raymond James Sta-

dium ticked down on a hometown 

Super Bowl win for the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers.

“It is a little frustrating because 

we have worked so hard,” Tampa 

Mayor Jane Castor said during an 

early Monday morning news con-

ference with the Super Bowl Host 

Committee. “At this point in deal-

ing with COVID-19, there is a level 

of frustration when you see that.”

Some 200,000 masks were 

handed out ahead of the game, 

and “a majority” of people and 

businesses followed the rules, 

she said.

Hours later, during another 

news conference, Castor’s 

remarks shifted, saying that the 

people she saw celebrating were 

mostly masked.

“I’m proud to say the major-

ity of individuals that I saw out 

and about enjoying the festiv-

ities associated with the Super 

Bowl were complying,” she said. 

“They understood their level of 

personal responsibility and they 

were doing the right thing. I’m 

very proud of that.”

Even the White House weighed 

in.

White House press secre-

tary Jen Psaki was asked about 

whether President Joe Biden was 

concerned over Tampa fans taking 

to the streets following the Bucca-

neers Super Bowl.

“He is of course concerned 

when there are pictures and pho-

tos—we all are—that show many, 

many people without masks in 

close distance with one another 

at the height of a pandemic,” she 

said.

To meet coronavirus proto-

cols, the NFL capped the crowd 

at under 25,000 in a stadium that 
normally holds some 66,000 fans, 
and required masks.

But outside the stadium, 
crowds of fans who weren’t wear-
ing masks or practicing social dis-
tancing could be seen celebrat-
ing the Buccaneers’ 31-9 win over 
the Kansas City Chiefs on Sunday 
night. Folks cheered, crammed 
into bars and hugged in several 
hotspots around the city—and 
swarmed the streets—all without 
masks.

In hopes of curbing so-called 
super-spreader events, Castor had 
signed a largely voluntary execu-
tive order requiring people wear 
face coverings during the Super 
Bowl festivities, even while they’re 
outdoors. She pleaded with peo-
ple to celebrate safely, noting the 
city could issue fi nes of up to $500.

It wasn’t clear on Monday how 

many citations the city handed 
out, if any.

The mayor cited the fall Stanley 
Cup win by the Tampa Bay Light-
ning hockey team—and the fan 
celebrations surrounding that—
as evidence that it’s possible for 
folks to party outdoors without 
spreading the virus.

“We didn’t see those spikes 
after the Stanley Cup events,” she 
said.

A look at COVID-19 cases on 
Sept. 29 and Oct. 1—days when 
certain fan events happened after 
the hockey team’s win—and at 
cases two weeks later show a tiny 
uptick, according to data from 
Johns Hopkins and the Covid 
Tracking Project.

Local orders were overrid-
den last year by Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, whose executive 
order made it diffi cult for local 

governments to enforce mask pol-
icies because it prohibits them 
from fi ning people who don’t com-
ply. Florida has never had a mask 
policy.

Across Tampa Bay in St. Peters-
burg, Mayor Rick Kriseman was 
already unhappy about a mask-
less party hosted by Rapper Cur-
tis “50 Cent” Jackson in a hangar 
at Albert Whitted Airport on Fri-
day night. Pictures from the party 
posted on social media showed a 
densely packed event with few 
people wearing masks to protect 
against spread of the coronavirus.

“This isn’t how we should be 
celebrating the Super Bowl,” the 
mayor tweeted on Saturday. “It’s 
not safe or smart. It’s stupid. We’re 
going to take a very close look at 
this, and it may end up costing 
someone a lot more than 50 cent.”

The nation’s top infectious 

disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
also warned against turning the 
Super Bowl into a super spreader, 
saying before the game that peo-
ple should “just lay low and cool 
it.”

Florida has recorded 1.7 mil-
lion confi rmed cases of the coro-
navirus and more than 28,000 
deaths, according to state health 
records. State offi cials said Sun-
day that 667,830 people in Florida 
had been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Castor said the city and Bucca-
neers are planning an offi cial cel-
ebration to be held later this week.

“This win was from the Buc-
caneer team but this win was for 
our entire community,” she said. 
“They deserve to be able to cel-
ebrate with the team. Everybody 
will be able to participate and par-
ticipate safely.”

The Associated Press

Fans cheer during the fi rst half of Super Bowl 55 between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the Kansas City Chiefs Sunday in Tampa, Fla.

MANY FANS ON STREET, 

IN BARS, DID NOT WEAR 

MASKS; EXPERTS WARN 

OF ‘SUPER SPREADER’

Police investigate 
unresponsive woman

MENOMINEE—At approximately 11 a.m. Sunday, 

Menominee Police offi cers were dispatched to a residence 

located in the 1800 block of 23th Avenue for an unrespon-

sive 29-year-old woman.

After further investigation, Police Chief Brett Botbyl 

said it was determined that the woman was deceased and 

she was removed from the residence.

An autopsy has been scheduled for Tuesday to assist 

with determining the cause of death.

This investigation is ongoing and further information 

may be forthcoming. Those with any information concern-

ing the investigation are asked to contact the Menominee 

Police department.

The Menominee Police Department was assisted by the 

Michigan State Police, Menominee County Central Dis-

patch, Menominee Fire Department and the Aurora Med-

ical Center Bay Area EMS.

Woman, 29, died in Menominee

Menominee HS/JHS 
shift to online schooling

MENOMINEE—Super-

intendent John Mans 

announced on Friday that 

Menominee Junior High/

High School will shift to 

remote learning for the 

entirety of this week.

“We are experiencing 

some mechanical issues 

with the boilers in the 

junior/senior high school 

building,” he wrote in a let-

ter to parents and staff. “At 

this time, we are trying to 

confi rm a timeline for their 

repair, but we also know 

that the weather will make 

keeping the building at an 

acceptable temperature 

very diffi cult as we work 

through the repair process.”

Mans said building lead-

ership will keep parents 

and staff up to date on the 

boiler repair process to try 

to make the transition pro-

cess as smooth as possible.

Central Elementary 

School and Blesch Interme-

diate School will continue 

in-person classes.

Heating issues at school

Evers announces new vaccine sites as doses increase
By TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —Wis-

consin will open its first 

community vaccination 

clinic next week, Gov. Tony 

Evers announced Monday in 

another sign that the state’s 

delivery efforts are improv-

ing after weeks of struggling 

to get people inoculated 

against the coronavirus.

Evers said his adminis-

tration will work with AMI 

Expeditionary Healthcare 

to open the fi rst commu-

nity site on Feb. 16 in Rock 

County. His offi ce did not 

provide an exact location, 

but it said the facility will 

be able to vaccinate up to 

250 people per day, with a 

goal of ramping that up to 

1,000 per day.

Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services spokes-
woman Elizabeth Goodsitt 
said the agency expects to 
release more details about 
the location of the Rock 
County site in the coming 
days.

The state and AMI plan 
to open up to 10 such centers 
around the state as needed 
and vaccine supplies allow, 
the governor said.

AMI will provide staff-
ing, logistics and site man-
agement, and equipment 
for at least three of the cen-
ters, Goodsitt said. The 
state will pay the organi-
zation only for costs, up to 
$17.7 million for the fi rst 
three sites. A Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
grant will cover 100% of the 
costs, she said. She did not 
immediately respond to a 
follow up message seeking 
details about plans for the 

remaining centers.
AMI spokeswoman 

Chrissy Sinatra said she did 
not have any details about 
the Wisconsin plan imme-
diately available and would 
have to confi rm details.

Based in Reston, Vir-
ginia, AMI provides medi-
cal services such as aid posts 
and mobile clinics in remote 
areas around the world. The 
organization struck a $14.2 
million contract with Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, ear-
lier this month to run up to 
six vaccine centers there.

Meanwhile on Monday, 
the Iowa County Health 
Department and Lands’ 
End opened a vaccination 
clinic at the clothing mak-
er’s Dodgeville headquar-
ters the Wisconsin State 
Journal reported. The clinic 
will follow the state’s phase 
protocols. It plans to initially 

vaccinate 160 people every 

four hours and eventually 

to be able to accommodate 

up to 1,600 people over eight 

hours, the company said.

The community cen-

ters are another bit of good 

news for people desper-

ately awaiting shots. Evers’ 

administration has been 

struggling to deliver doses 

since vaccinations began in 

December. The state ranked 

29th in the percentage of 

population that had gotten 

at least one shot as recently 

as Feb. 2, according to data 

from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention.

As of Sunday, the state 

had risen to 10th in the 

country, with 10% of the 

population inoculated at 

least once. The national rate 

for a single dose was 9.5% as 

of Sunday.

IN BRIEF
Security guard punched over mask

KENOSHA, Wis. (AP) —A Paddock Lake man is fac-

ing charges after he was accused of punching a security 

guard who reminded him to wear a mask at a Kenosha 

grocery store.

Police recommend the man in his 50s be charged with 

battery and disorderly conduct. The incident happened 

Saturday night at Woodman’s Food Market.

“Somebody from the store approached them and the guy 

said some choice words and … that’s when the punching 

started,” Kenosha Police Capt. Brent Sagedal said Sunday.

First responders were called to treat the guard for minor 

injuries, the Kenosha News reported.

At Woodman’s Market locations in Wisconsin and 

other states, employees and customers are required to 

wear masks to stem the spread of COVID-19, whether or 

not there is a government order, company President Clint 

Woodman said.

WASHINGTON (AP) —

Lawyers for Donald Trump 

on Monday blasted the 

impeachment case against 

him as an act of “political 

theater” and accused House 

Democrats on the eve of the 

former president’s trial of 

exploiting the chaos and 

trauma of last month’s Capi-

tol riot for their party’s gain.

Trump’s legal brief is a 

wide-ranging attack on the 

House case, foreshadow-

ing the claims his lawyers 

intend to present on the 

same Senate fl oor that was 

invaded by rioters on Jan. 

6. The sharp-tongued tone, 

with accusations that Dem-

ocrats are making “patently 

absurd” arguments and 

trying to “silence a politi-

cal opponent,” makes clear 

that Trump’s lawyers are 

preparing to challenge both 

the constitutionality of the 

trial and any suggestion 

that he was to blame for the 

insurrection.

“While never willing to 

allow a ‘good crisis’ to go 

to waste, the Democratic 

leadership is incapable of 

understanding that not 

everything can always be 

blamed on their political 

adversaries, no matter how 

very badly they may wish 

to exploit any moment of 

uncertainty on the part of 

the American people,” the 

defense lawyers say.

In their brief, they sug-

gest that Trump was simply 

exercising his First Amend-

ment rights when he dis-

puted the election results 

and argue that he explicitly 

encouraged his support-

ers to have a peaceful pro-

test and therefore cannot be 

responsible for the actions 

of the rioters. They also say 

the Senate is not entitled 

to try Trump now that he 

has left offi ce, an argument 

contested by even some 

conservative legal scholars, 

and they deny that the goal 

of the Democrats’ case is jus-

tice.

“Instead, this was only 

ever a selfi sh attempt by 

Democratic leadership in 

the House to prey upon 

the feelings of horror and 

confusion that fell upon 

all Americans across the 

entire political spectrum 

upon seeing the destruc-

tion at the Capitol on Jan. 

6 by a few hundred people,” 

the lawyers wrote.

The trial will begin today 

with a debate and vote on 

whether it’s even constitu-

tional to prosecute the for-

mer president.

Trump lawyers blast 
impeachment trial 

as ‘political theater’


