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Good morning,

Maureen Lauerman!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly clear
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PESHTIGO — Two possible solu-
tions to per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substance (PFAS) contamination in 
the Town of Peshtigo were reject-
ed Tuesday by the Peshtigo Town 
Board.

The emerging contaminant fami-
ly of compounds known as PFAS is 
a group of substances that can be 
found in common household prod-
ucts such as stain- and water-re-
pellent fabrics, nonstick products, 
polishes, waxes, paints, cleaning 
products and firefighting foams, but 
can have detrimental health affects 
for those who consume it. PFAS in 
the Marinette County area origi-
nates from Johnson Controls-owned 
Tyco, through chemical testing and 
training at their local testing site in 
Marinette, and has contaminated a 
number of private wells in the Town 
of Peshtigo area, biosolids from the 
cities of Marinette and Peshtigo, 
fields which had the biosolids spread 
on them and local groundwater and 
surface water to the southeast of the 
facility and a few other locations.

Both the POET system and 

reverse osmosis were determined 
by them to only be short-term solu-
tions to the PFAS contamination. 
The POET system, which would fil-
ter water at individual homes, was 
determined to require too much 
maintenance to be effective in the 
long-term. 

Reverse osmosis, while removing 
PFAS effectively from water, would 
cause both a large loss of water and 
will possibly release PFAS back into 
the environment through septic sys-
tems.

“The biggest issue is that reverse 
osmosis produces a lot of waste water 
and it would have similar issues to 
POET. Lots of maintenance and a 
short shelf life,” Supervisor Kristen 
Edgar said. 

While both POET and reverse 
osmosis are not being used as long-
term solutions for the entire town, 
the board acknowledges that they 
would be a good short-term solution 
for individual homeowners. 

The decision to remove both sys-
tems from consideration was voted 
on and passed, 4-1 with Chairman 
Herman Pottratz the only one voting 
against. 

Debate about PFAS continued, 
with the board discussing a special 

meeting to inform the public about 
PFAS, which was set up by Edgar. 
The special meeting is scheduled to 
take place Nov. 10 at the Peshtigo 
town hall and will give the public a 
place to learn more and ask ques-
tions about what the board is doing 
about PFAS and hear from a speaker 
from the DNR about the situation.  

Pottratz said he does not think 
the meeting was necessary.

“We don’t have anything to 
add,” Pottratz said. When asked to 
show up to the meeting by citizens 
Pottratz responded, “I make my own 
decisions. There is no need for this 
meeting, because there’s nothing 
new to share.”

“The DNR has been invited and 
is expected to speak at this meeting, 
so its not just information from the 
board, it is also information from the 
DNR,” said Supervisor Kayla Furton.

Pottratz and Supervisors Jon 
Drees and Don Staudenmaier indi-
cated that they will not be attending 
the meeting, due to them thinking 
the entire thing unnecessary. Both 
Edgar and Furton will be present, 
but without a majority of the town 
board present, they will not be able 
to vote on any actions. 

Edgar assures citizens that the 
meeting will still happen regardless 
of the number of supervisors pres-
ent. If a majority of the board is 
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Peshtigo rejects 
PFAS solutions

MENOMINEE — The first COVID-19 related death in 
Menominee County has been reported.

Public Health Delta & Menominee Counties (PHDM) 
received notification Tuesday of the first local death 
attributed to COVID-19. The female was hospitalized on 
Aug. 31 and died Tuesday at Green Bay facility.

“Our heartfelt sympathies and prayers go out to the 
family who have lost their loved one,” said Michael Snyder, 
Health Officer at PHDM. “This is a tragic reminder of how 
serious a threat COVID-19 is to our residents, especially 
those with underlying health conditions and really, to the 
community as a whole.”

PHDM reminds everyone that in this difficult time it 
is critical that we protect each other, support each other, 
and work together to slow the spread of this disease. It’s 
important for residents to be aware of the disease and the 
efforts necessary to prevent its spread.

Strong community mitigation and prevention measures 
are already in place. PHDM urges residents to continue to 
follow recommendations:

■ Stay at home as much as possible.
■ Wear a mask in public spaces and practice social 

distancing – keep 6 feet apart.
■ Wash your hands often and well, especially after 

Menominee County 
has first COVID death

WASHINGTON — The govern-
ment outlined a sweeping plan 
Wednesday to make vaccines for 
COVID-19 available for free to all 
Americans when proven safe and 
effective, though a top public health 
official made clear that widespread 
vaccination of millions of Americans 
couldn’t come until well into next 
year.

In a report to Congress and an 
accompanying “playbook” for states 
and localities, federal health agen-
cies and the Defense Department 
sketched out complex plans for a 
vaccination campaign to begin grad-
ually in January or even late this 
year, eventually ramping up to reach 
any American who wants a shot.

President Donald Trump assert-
ed Tuesday that a vaccine could 
be three to four weeks away. But 

the head of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention told Congress 
Wednesday that it would take six to 
nine months after any shot’s approv-

al to distribute it nationally.
CDC Director Robert Redfield said 
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Stocking pitstop
Madyson Hollsten, 13, Marinette, walks home in her 
stocking feet after trying her roller blades long enough 
to make her foot numb Wednesday in Marinette. Hollsten 
grew out of the skates as they pinched her toes.

■ POET and reverse osmosis determined 
short-term, not long-term, solution by town board

Vaccine not expected until at least 2021

MARINETTE — Marinette 
School District Superintendent 
Corry Lambie gave the Board of 
Education an update Tuesday 
on the “reconnecting” effort, get-
ting students back to school and 
helping them adjust to schooling 
during the pandemic.

“Right now, we’re roughly at 
about 20% of our students that 
have elected to go online with 
at-home learning as their model. 
You saw last month that our team 
has done a ton of work around 
that,” he said.

Lambie said there are still 
some details that are being 

worked through regarding help-
ing students and families fully 
understand what at-home learn-
ing looks like. “We met with our 
cabinet and talked about how we 
can do a better job of cleaning up 
some of that work, just to make 
sure parents are aware of what’s 
transpired and what we’ll be mov-
ing towards as we move forward.”

Another point of discussion 
in the cabinet meeting along 
this vein was whether or not the 
expectations were appropriate 
for at-home learning, and as an 
example, Lambie mentioned that 
the cabinet discussed such things 
as science labs and other tradi-
tionally on-site lessons and how 
those could work for students who 
opted for distanced learning.

Since last month, Lambie said 
the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) has modified 

some of the pandemic guide-
lines and has created a 36-page 
guidebook specifically for educa-

tion in order to help schools edu-
cate their students. He said the 
Marinette School District has also 
been working with the county and 
other neighboring school districts 
to help this year’s education run 
as smoothly as possible.

“I want to make sure you (the 
board) are aware of how hard 
your employees are working for 
you and for our kids. It’s not just 
the teachers, but this is a totally 
new world for our teachers and 
they have handled it without com-
plaint, and it is not easy for them 
every single day,” he said.

“Our teachers have gone above 
and beyond, but that doesn’t 
exclude our admin team; our 
admin assistants are also people 
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Lambie updates school board on reconnection effort

““I want to make sure you (the board) are 

aware of how hard your employees are working 

for you and for our kids. It’s not just the teach-

ers, but this is a totally new world for our teach-

ers and they have handled it without complaint, 

and it is not easy for them every single day.”

Corry Lambie

Marinette School District superintendent

The Associated Press

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., listen at a hearing 
with the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies, on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday.
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