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Lady Trojans look to defend state title

GHS GRAD TO BIKE 2K+ MILES 
FOR CHARITY

Escaping with 
teamwork

Northeast Junior High 6th grade 
students played their own version 
of the Escape Room game March 
12. They used prior knowledge to 
complete activities focusing on manag-
ing emotions, developing self-control, 
and using coping strategies to manage 
stress. After completing all eight stations 
the groups were given a lock box and 
combination with their “key to escape” 
inside. USD 246
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    llIt’s a distance of 
more than 2,200 miles, 
as the crow flies; even 
farther if you’re forced to 
stick to one of the trails or 
highways that meander 
along it. By car, it would 
take a little more than 36 
hours to drive, and the 
average airliner could 
speed over it in about four 
hours.
     On a bike, it takes a 
little longer—about a 
month.
     It represents the 
total distance from the 
Canadian to Mexican 
border, and this summer, 
one Girard High School 
grad plans to traverse it 
with little more than his 
bike, his camera, and a 
close friend.

Nathan Hughes poses with his road bike that will soon take him from the Canadian to Mexican 
border. Hughes will be making his 2,000 mile+ journey to raise money for Black Box International, 
an organization which focuses on raising awareness of the sex trafficking of children. 
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    ll After earning Girard’s first 
state championship in softball 
last season, the Lady Trojans will 
have the opportunity to defend the 
KSHSAA Class 4A-II state title with 
nearly their entire varsity team 
returning this season.
     Prior to last season, Girard had 
competed in the state championship 
two other times but failed to bring 

home the title. Last season’s team 
is nearly identical this year—minus 
Calea Augustin, the single graduated 
senior—so the expectations are high 
for the Lady Trojans this season.
     “We have high expectations, but 
we’ll have to work harder than last 
year to achieve the success we had 
in the previous season,” Head Coach 
Jim Vinze said.
     Fortunately, this year’s Lady 
Trojans will have seven seniors to 
lead the team throughout the season.

     Six of Girard’s starters this season 
will include seniors Sydnee Crain, 
Shaylun Grosstephan, Jaylynn 
Jenkins, Jacey Murphy, Maleah 
Sandy and Shelby Smith.
     “We depend on our seniors to 
lead and be good role models for our 
underclassmen. With the experience 
and work ethics they have, this 
year will not be an exception. Our 
upperclassmen work as hard as any 
class that I have coached,” Coach 
Vinze said.


