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    llERIE — Following a 
public hearing on January 
10th, the Neosho County 
Commission failed to pass 
a motion for a six-month 
moratorium on the Neosho 
Wind Ridge Project, a 
proposed wind farm of 
over 130 turbines to be 
owned by Neosho Wind 
Ridge Development, LLC, 
a company owned by Apex 
Clean Energy, Inc.
     “No snide remarks,” 

District 1 County 
Commissioner, Paul 
Westhoff, said as he opened 
the meeting. “Let’s keep this 
civil.” 
     Many land owners in 
Neosho County have 
already signed lease 
agreements that would 
allow Apex to construct and 
operate wind turbines on 
their land. Other residents, 
many whose neighbors 
signed on as lessors, have 
myriad concerns, most 
pervasive among them: 
visual and audial intrusion, 

property value and safety. 
     The emotion was 
palpable on Thursday night, 
supporters of the project 
clustering behind the Apex 
team on one side of the 
room, objectors behind 
their representative, Lori 
Whitworth of Erie, on the 
other.
     “We share your eagerness 
to get this done,” Jade 
Scheele, senior development 
manager at Apex Clean 
Energy, said.  
     “We sincerely strive to 
represent and be  

responsive to the needs of 
the community.
     “We have made 
amendments to the 
agreements we have been 
seeking to work with you 
on.”
     These amendments 
include an increase 
in setbacks from non-
participating property 
lines from 110% of turbine 
height (amounting to a 
roughly 671-foot setback) to 
a setback of 1000 feet. Apex 
also agreed to increase  
 

RVH Division II Spelling Bee winners include fifth-grader Seth 
Wilson, first; fourth-grader Adeline Hartmetz, second; and fifth-
grader Mia Jubber, third. They will compete against students 
from neighboring schools in the Crawford County Spelling 
Bee in Pittsburg. KACEY PITTS

RVH Division I Spelling Bee winners include third-grader Samuel 
Rose (R), first; second-grader Avery Brooks (M), second; and third-
grader Jaxon Smith (L), third. After finishing in the top three of the 
Division I Spelling Bee, finalists participated in the Division II Spelling 
Bee the next day. COURTESY PHOTO

    See “Neosho Wind Ridge” on page 9

    See “RVH Spelling Bee” page 12

See “St. Paul News” page 13
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HIGHLIGHTS

OSWEGO HOSPITAL ‘DOING OK,’ 
WHILE HILLSBORO HOSPITAL 
IN SAME NETWORK FACES 
FINANCIAL WOES

CRAWFORD COUNTY HOTELS 
FILL 100,000 ROOMS 

CITY OF GIRARD GETS K47 HELP

GIRARD HOMECOMING 
CANDIDATES

CRAWFORD COUNTY SWEARS 

IN NEW COMMISSIONERS

Lots of fun was had by students at St. 
Paul Elementary when they performed 
in the Tiny Tots “We Love Rock and Roll” 
performance Friday, Jan. 11, between 
the girls and boys varsity games.

THEY LOVE 
ROCK & ROLL
BY SAMANTHA GUY 
samantha@hometowngirard.com

No decision made on Neosho Ridge Wind Project


