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    ll   On February 2, millions 

across the nation tuned into Super 

Bowl LIV, concluding the 100th 

anniversary season of the NFL.  A 

Girard native was a key component 

on some of the best teams in league 

history.

      Ron Kramer was one of the top 

tight ends in the NFL in the 1960s, 

and was an integral player on the 

legendary Green Bay Packers teams 

of the era.  

     Many believe he should have 

been the Most Valuable Player of 

the 1961 NFL title game, one of two 

championships he won in Green 

Bay.

      “His former teammates have 

nothing but praise for him,” said 

Cliff Christl, the team historian 

for the Green Bay Packers. “At the 

top of his game, he was as good as 

anyone on the Lombardi teams in 

Green Bay.”

      Born on June 24, 1935 in Girard, 

Kramer moved to Detroit with his 

family at age five. There, his father 

worked for Chevrolet, and young 

Ron matured into a high school 

sports star, attending East Detroit 

High School and earning all-state 

honors in football, basketball, and 

track in both his junior and senior 

years.

      He selected the University of 

Michigan, where he played for head 

coach Bennie Oosterbaan, one of the 

top names in college football. One 

of the greatest athletes in Michigan 

football history, Oosterbaan was the 

first player in program history to win 

All-America honors three times.  

     He earned nine letters – three 

each in football, basketball, and 

track – before his graduation in 

1928.

      Oosterbaan declined pro offers 

from football and baseball to join 

the Michigan coaching staff, and 

ascended to head coach in 1948. In 

his first year, the Wolverines won 

a national title, and added Big Ten 

titles in 1949 and 1950.

••••• 

      Freshmen were ineligible in the 

era, so Kramer’s first season was as a 

sophomore in 1954, when Michigan 

went 6-3, losing a shot at a co-Big 

Ten title and a Rose Bowl berth with 

a defeat to top-ranked Ohio State.  

      The Wolverines went 7-2 in 1955, 

again falling to Ohio State to lose a 

chance at a conference title and Rose 

Bowl bid. Kramer finished eighth in 

the voting for the Heisman Trophy 

that season.

      In Kramer’s senior year, he 

finished sixth in the Heisman race 

as Michigan duplicated its record of 

7-2, finishing second in the Big Ten.

      Kramer played receiver and 

linebacker, while handling much of 

the blocking, punting, kickoffs, and 

extra point tries. In a run-oriented 

offense, Kramer hauled in 53 passes 

for 880 yards with nine touchdowns 

in his career, averaged 41.3 yards per 

punt in his junior and senior years, 

and was 43-of-51 on extra-point 

attempts.

      His number 87 is one of five 

jerseys retired by Michigan, the 

winningest program in college 

football.

••••• 

       Much of Kramer’s ability came 

from his size, as he was 6’3 ½ and 

220 pounds as a senior, as well as his 

unusual athletic skill.  

     Oosterbaan later lauded 

Kramer’s “marvelous physical gifts 

of size and speed and strength, plus 

an uncanny coordination…one of 

the fiercest competitors I’ve ever 

seen. Nothing was impossible for 

him.”

      Fritz Crisler, who preceded 

Oosterbaan as head coach and 

fashioned a sparkling 71-16-3 record 

in his ten years at the helm, said 

“Kramer and Oosterbaan would 

be my choice if I could name two 

all-time ends for my dream team.” 

Crisler, who introduced the famous 

winged helmets to Michigan, 

also served as the school’s athletic 

director from 1941-68.

      The gridiron was not the only 

field for Kramer’s excellence. He 

played on the Michigan basketball 

team for three years, averaging 17 

points in his career and leading 

the Wolverines in scoring as both a 

sophomore and a junior. He also was 

Michigan’s top rebounder in each of 

his three seasons.

     For a time, he was the Wolverines’ 

career leader in scoring. Kramer was 

selected 34th overall by the Detroit 

Pistons in the 1957 NBA draft.

      He was also a track star, 

competing in the high jump, shot 

put, and discus. Michigan captured 

the Big Ten outdoor track team title 
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Ron Kramer, born in Girard in 1935, was 
a force on the football field in both college 
and on the professional circuit. This photo is 
from his time with the University of Michigan, 
which he attended from 1953-1957. He 
has been inducted into the College Football 
Hall of Fame, the University of Michigan Hall 
of Fame, the Green Bay Packers Hall of 
Fame, and in 2019, was chosen as a finalist 
to the NFL 100th Anniversary team. 
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    ll The Girard City Council 

held their bi-weekly meeting on 

Monday, Feb. 3. All members of the 

council were present to the meeting 

as Mayor Mickey Pyle called for an 

acceptance of the agenda.

       After council approved 

the motion, members moved 

onto the consent agenda. After 

clarification on the agenda, the 

council approved all items. Consent 

agenda ‘A’ included approval of 

appropriations ordinance 2020-

03, approval of purchases over 

$10,000, BCBS (health insurance), 

Girard Library (Ad Valorum), 

KDHE Bureau of Water (water 

tower). Consent ‘B’ included 

approval of appropriations 

ordinance 2020-30A, ‘C’ called for 

approval of minutes of the January 

20th meeting and ‘D’ asked for 

approval of minutes for Jan. 27th 

special meeting.

       Onto public forum, the council 

had multiple residents speak 

regarding issues including local 

landlord Kevin Schupbach.  

     Schupbach raised concern over 

an ordinance passed late in the 

2019 year which states if a bill is 

outstanding then it cannot be put 

in the owners’ name unless the 

bill is paid or the owner claims no 

lot tenant on location. After brief 

discussion, Mayor Pyle deemed 

that the ordinance was put into 

place for the reason of bills being 

ran up and that the ordinance is 

staying put where it is. Following 

the first public forum, Michael 

Fine, a local lot owner approached 

the council regarding a lot at 615 

S. Ozark that will be torn down 

in the near future due to no use 

of the property. Mayor Pyle then 

stated that the house will be given 

a deadline date of April 1 to get 

everything in order for a demolition 

of the property.

       After the public forum, the 

council moved onto regular 

business which opened with Mayor 

Pyle handing fair board treasurer 

John Tersinar a check donation of 

$2,500 towards the grandstands 

project.
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    ll  For the second time within 

a one-month period, Mathis Drug 

Store in Girard was robbed by 

unidentified individuals. The 

incident took place on the morning 

of Jan. 27 at the early hours of 3:56 

a.m. The suspects were in and out 

of the store within a four-minute 

period of the police getting there.

       Items taken from the store were 

narcotics such as hydrocodone, 

oxycodone, morphine and some 

needles.

       The store has taken extreme 

measures in preventing an incident 

like this from happening. Mathis 

has since installed added protection 

such as more lights around the 

outside of the building as well as an 

added camera.

       Owners Glen and Karen Mathis 

are worried about the stolen drugs 

reaching the streets or the youth.

       “Some of the stuff they took 

could be fatal,” said Karen Mathis.  

     “My main concern is who they 

are selling it to or that it might be 

on the street where younger people 

might buy it.”


