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By Chris Umscheid
chris.umscheid@wcinet.com

SOLON — Voters ap-
proved a $25.5 million bond 
issue Tuesday, March 7, 
which will provide funds 
for several improvement 
projects.

60% approval was need-
ed, and the bond received 
65.4%, or 632 out of  968 
ballots cast (out of  5,231 
eligible voters or 18.51%).

“We are excited and ap-
preciative of  the support 
of  our community, and 
the importance placed on 
education,” said Superin-
tendent Davis Eidahl. “The 
approval of  the bond allows 
the district to stay ahead 
of  the growth anticipated 
over the next ten years and 
continue to provide our 
students the very best ed-
ucational environment and 
opportunities.”

The bonds will be sold 
over the next three years 
to finance an expansion of 
the Intermediate School, 
renovation and remodeling 

work at Lakeview Elemen-
tary, renovation and re-
modeling of  the new Trans-
portation Center, construc-
tion of  a new administra-
tive building (including 
demolition of  the current 
former school building on 
Iowa St.), construction of  a 
new indoor multi-purpose 
activity facility, and replac-
ing the field turf  at Spartan 
Stadium.

Eidahl said meetings have 
been scheduled next month 
to begin finalizing a timeline 
for the projects.

“The projects will stretch 
over the next three years 

with bond sales likely oc-
curring three times. We will 
monitor interest rates and do 
our best to time the first sale 
at a time we believe will get 
the best rate.” Eidahl added 
the addition to the Interme-
diate School and enhancing 
Lakeview will be the first 
priorities.

Voters also approved re-
newing the Physical Plant 
a n d  E q u i p m e n t  L ev y 
(PPEL) for another ten 
years by a margin of  66.1% 
— 33.9% with 50% approval 
required for passage. The 
levy, $1.34/$1,000 of  the 
assessed valuation of  tax-

able property, can be used 
for property acquisition, 
improvement of  grounds, 
construction of  buildings, 
purchasing or leasing of 
equipment or technology, 
debt service, repair and re-
modeling work, and trans-
portation (buses or other 
vehicles), among other uses 
authorized under Iowa Ad-
ministrative Code.

A Revenue Purpose State-
ment outlining the bond 
projects passes 71.2% — 
28.8%.

The Johnson County Au-
ditor’s Office noted the elec-
tion results are unofficial un-

til the first canvass Tuesday, 
March 14.

“In an effort to keep all 
stakeholders informed of 
our progress and next steps, 
we dedicated a front-page 
link on our district website 
(www.solon.k12.ia.us) that 
will provide information 
throughout the scope of the 
projects,” Eidahl said. “A 
more detailed timeline will 
be posted to the website later 
in April.” 

He added the district an-
ticipates breaking ground 
on the Intermediate School 
addition in late March or 
early April of next year.

Solon schools $25.5M bond vote passes
65% of voters 
say yes to issue

By Chris Umscheid
chris.umscheid@wcinet.com

SOLON — There is yet 
another option in Solon for 
unique items to make your 
house a home.

Ideal Decorating, located 
at 310 East Main St., held a 
soft opening last Thursday 
and offers everything from 
Chattam + Wells and Spring 
Air mattresses (both made in 
Iowa), bedding, area rugs, 
lighting, artwork and furni-
ture including by Flexsteel 
and Southern Motion to 
name but a few of the brands 
carried.

Beth Gudenkauf, Jon 
Scherbring, Kelly Milbert, 
and Tommy and Stephanie 
Dee are the owners of what 
is now the third location.

“Kelly and I pretty much 
grew up in the furniture 
world,” said Beth. “Our 
mom was the previous own-
er of  Ideal Decorating (in 
Dyersville). We purchased 
the business in 2014.” Soon 
after they opened a sec-
ond location in Gutten-

berg. “Jon is a close family 
friend; he lived across the 
street from us growing up 
and he worked for my mom 
helping with deliveries and 
other things for as long as 
we can remember.” Tommy 
and Stephanie live in Solon 
providing a local connection 
to the community.

“We got to a point where 

we were ready to expand, 
and we saw the growing de-
mographic in the Solon area. 
We saw a lot of similarities 
between Solon and Dyers-
ville, which made us believe 
it was a good fit for us!”

Ideal Decorating offers 
a wide variety of items for 
home or business, offers 
home consultations, and 

free delivery within a 60-mile 
radius of Dyersville.

“Each of our byers offers 
a different and unique sense 
of  style,” said Beth, “so 
you will get to choose from 
a variety when shopping 
with us. We love to help our 
customers personalize their 
space with their vision and 
budget in mind. We have 
furniture lines that you can 
customize to your liking, 
and we also sell many items 
right off  the sales floor.”

Ideal Decorating
Phone – 319-624-2030
Website – www.theid-

home.com
Email – sales@theidhome.

com
Facebook – www.face-

book.com/idealdecoratin-
giowa

Instagram — @idealdec-
orating

Hours:
Monday – Closed
Tuesday-Wednesday – 

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Thursday – 10:00 a.m.-

7:00 p.m.
Friday – 10:00 a.m.-

4:00 p.m.
Saturday – 8:00 a.m.-

12:00 pm.
Sunday — Closed

Everything to make your house a home
Ideal Decorating 
is now open

Catherine Bilskie • Staff Photo
Jon Scherbring, Beth Gudenkauf, and Kelly Milbert, along 
with Tommy and Stephanie Dee (not pictured) have opened 
Ideal Decorating at 310 East Main St. In Solon.

Kay L. Chapman, CPA PC of Muscatine, Iowa re-
leased an audit report on the Solon Community School 
District in Solon, Iowa.

Financial highlights:
The District’s revenues totaled $23,817,246 for the year 

ended June 30, 2022, a seven percent increase from the 
previous year. Expenses for District operations totaled 
$19,364,138, an eight percent decrease from the prior 
year. Increases to revenue were seen in general revenue 
– property tax, statewide sales, service and use tax and 
unrestricted grants. Decrease to expenses were seen in 
instruction and non-instructional expenses.

Audit findings:
Chapman reported three findings related to the receipt 

and expenditure of taxpayer funds. These are found on 
pages 77 to 80 of this report. The findings address issues 
such as a lack of segregations of duties, supplementary 
weighting and deficit net position. Chapman provided the 
District with recommendations to address these findings.

Board responsibilities:
The District’s Board of  Education has a fiduciary 

responsibility to provide guidance over the District’s 
operations and stewardship over the District’s finances. 
The Board is responsible for the governance and lead-
ership of the District.

Copy of report:
A copy of the audit report is available for review in 

the District Secretary’s Office, in the Office of Auditor 
of State and on the Auditor of State’s website at https://
auditor.iowa.gov/audit-reports.

Solon schools audit 
report released


