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By Chris Umscheid
chris.umscheid@wcinet.com

SOLON — City staff  continue 
to grapple with an unexpected 
budgetary shortfall in the wake 
of  legislation affecting property 
taxes, and a state level comput-
ing error, which has resulted 
in municipalities across Iowa 
facing an approximate 2% less 

revenue than anticipated – and 
budgeted for.

Efforts to finalize the Fiscal 
Year (FY24) budget for the city 
of  Solon were put on hold during 
the City Council’s regular meet-
ing Wednesday, March 1 as city 
staff  continues to explore op-
tions, and were awaiting revised 
financial numbers from the John-
son County Auditor’s Office. City 
Administrator Cami Rasmussen 
told the Council the Auditor had 
until Wednesday, March 8 to 
make the new numbers available 

and added that a special meeting 
might be necessary on March 8 
(after this edition had gone to 
press).

Rasmussen also reported on her 
visit to the state capitol with rep-
resentatives from the Iowa League 
of Cities to meet with legislators 
about proposed legislation that 
will impact city budgets. She noted 
among the challenges created by 
the reduced revenue would be a 
limit in funding available to expand 
city staff to meet growing demands 
as well as for infrastructure repairs 

and improvements.
“It is concerning what is be-

ing discussed,” she said. “Every 
property tax resource is under 
evaluation.”

Two bills are particularly worri-
some, she noted: Senate File (SF) 
356 and Senate Study Bill (SSB) 
1125.

SF356 provides a new process to 
derive a city (tax) levy rate, which 
is connected to assessment growth.

SSB1125, she said, has many 
parts to it with the primary impact 
to Solon being to the Local State 

Sales and Use Tax (LOST), which 
would change to a statewide sales 
tax.

“In November of 2021, 75% of 
voters approved adding emergency 
services facilities to Solon’s LOST 
Revenue Statement. This approval 
allowed for LOST funding the 
city receives to help with the cost 
of the new Solon Firehouse,” she 
explained. “Current and future 
LOST funding has been allocated 
to the Firehouse Project over a 

Rollback fallout continues with a tough budgetary road ahead
Mayor advises 
Council to prepare

See FALLOUT, page 2A
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SOLON — Iowa Brass, formerly known 
as the Eastern Iowa Brass Band, was formed 
in 1986 and lays claim to being the state’s 
only British-style brass band. Sunday, 
March 5, the band performed in a free 
concert at the Community Center, their first 

appearance since a free community Christ-
mas Concert, which featured a community 
choir, back in December.

Solon is home to Iowa Brass with weekly 
rehearsals.

More information about Iowa Brass 
including upcoming performances, their 
2023 Young Artists Competition, and how 
to support the non-profit organization 
can be found online at www.iowabrass.
com and on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/iabrass.

Through the Flames
Music of Iowa Brass fills 
the Community Center
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Todd Bransky, from Solon, performs a solo 
on his euphonium as Iowa Brass performs 
Paul Lovatt-Cooper’s Through the Flames, 
March 5 at the Solon Community Center.

David Lang performs a euphonium solo 
as Iowa Brass performs Phillip Harper’s 
In the Gardens of Peace.

Musicians with Iowa Brass perform in 
concert Sunday, March 5 at the Solon 
Community Center.

Dan Davies performs a flugelhorn solo as Iowa Brass performs Daniel Hall’s arrangement 
of Moon River by Henry Mancini.

Kolbe Schnoebelen plays trombone with 
Iowa Brass during a Sunday, March 5 
concert at the Solon Community Center. 
Schnoebelen, a student at the University 
of Iowa, performed a solo during the 
performance of Elegie by Peter Meechan.


