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A new bakery is open 

in downtown Central City 

offering a wide range of 

sweet treats and more. Sim-

ply Homemade Sweets and 

Treats has been open since 

December 2022 at 15 1/2 S 

4th Street below the Central 

City AMVETS. Owner Hai-

ley Johnson started her bak-

ery many years ago but final-

ly has a business space to sell 

her baked goods.

“I started off  just being 

a little hobby baker at my 

house,” said Johnson. “I had 

people asking me to make 

stuff  for them, so I decided 

to turn it into a storefront 

and funny enough, I have al-

ways wanted to have my own 

bakery.”

The bakery is preparing 

to be “officially” open with 

its grand opening Satur-

day, March 4, from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. The first 15 people 

will receive a door prize, and 

Johnson looks forward to 

meeting more of the commu-

nity.

Simply Homemade is 

known for its signature cin-

namon rolls with different 

flavors, including red velvet, 

strawberry cream cheese, 

cookies and cream, caramel 

pecan and original cinnamon 

rolls.”

“Our cinnamon rolls are 

very, very popular,” said 

Johnson. “I really like mak-

ing variations of our cinna-

mon rolls.

The bakery also supplies 

a wide variety of sweets, in-

cluding cake balls, cookies, 
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The North Linn Community School Dis-
trict and Central City Community School 
District School Boards have named Leisa 
Breitfelder as the districts’ next shared su-
perintendent.

Breitfelder currently serves as executive 
director of student services at Linn-Mar 
Community Schools, where she has estab-
lished measurement criteria for department 
goals and has led multiple committees that 
involved representation from administra-
tion, staff, students, families, and commu-
nity members.

Additionally, Breitfelder is a current 
member of the Association of Supervision 
and Curriculum

Development (ASCD), American Asso-
ciation of School Administrators (AASA) 
and the School

Administrators of Iowa (SAI). Locally she 

serves on the Board of Directors for Way-

point Services and on the advisory board for 

Linn County Juvenile Detention Center.

“I am honored and delighted to serve as 

the next shared superintendent of North 

Linn and Central City,” said Breitfelder. “I 

look forward to serving both districts and 

furthering their missions of ‘Creating a 

proud learning community where everyone 

counts and everyone cares’ and ‘Preparing 

all students for success’.”

Board members worked with Grundmey-

er Leader Services to conduct the search. 

Breitfelder interviewed with the boards and 

stakeholder interview groups consisting of 

students, parents, teachers, and community 

members on Feb. 8.

Breitfelder will begin leading the North Linn 

CSD and Central City CSD on July 1.

North Linn, Central City 

School Boards name 

shared superintendent
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Communities throughout 

the globe are preparing for 

World Day of Prayer, includ-

ing Central City local par-

ishes. First United Method-

ist Church, United Church 

of Christ and St. Stephen’s 

Catholic Church will gath-

er for a prayer service at St. 

Stephen’s to celebrate World 

Day of Prayer Friday, March 

3 at 10:30 a.m. After the ser-

vice, a small lunch will follow 

with fellowship. The prayer 

service will include readings, 

music and prayer.

This year’s theme comes 

from the women of Taiwan 

about “I have heard of your 

faith” based on Ephesians 

1:15-19 when Paul the Apos-

tle wrote to the Ephesians to 

express gratitude and live out 

three truths: the hope God 

has called, God’s glorious 

inheritance and power. The 

service will celebrate Tai-

wan culture and pray for the 

needs of Taiwan and those 

around the world who are 

victims of poverty, violence 

and injustice.
Lori Rochford, St. 

Stephan’s parishioner, is co-
ordinating the local World 
Day of Prayer and said the 
Central City churches have 
been participating in the 
international day for many 
years. Rochford is looking 
forward to getting all three 

churches together and being 

a community of prayer.

“I feel prayer is very im-

portant in this world because 

we need prayer from all 

sources and not one church. 

All of us need to come to-

gether,” said Rochford.

While women coordinate 

the day, the World Day of 

Prayer is open to the public 

to attend and is just not re-

stricted to just women.

World Day of Prayer is 

celebrated in 170 countries 

worldwide and was started 

in the late 19th century by 

Christian women in the US 

and Canada wanting to bring 

people together through 

prayer on the first Friday of 

March. Each year a different 

country’s committee serves 

by writing the World Day of 

Prayer worship service. Next 

year will be “I beg you…bear 

with one another in love” 

from the Middle Eastern 

country of Palestine.

For more information 

about World Day of Prayer, 

visit https://wdp-usa.org/.

Local churches prepare to 

celebrate World Day of Prayer

World Day of Prayer USA

World Day of Prayer is cele-
brated in 170 countries, in-
cluding in Central City March 
3. This year’s theme comes 
from Taiwan and is illustrat-
ed by artist Hui-Wen HSAIO, 
featuring how the Christian 
faith brings peace and a new 
vision to Taiwan.

Simply Homemade bakery 

opens in Central City
Grand opening celebration March 4
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Hailey Johnson owns Simply Homemade Sweets and Treats in Central City. Johnson offers a 
wide range of baked goods along with customized merchandise.

HR Creations sells customized shirts at Simply Homemade 
Sweets and Treats. Owner Hailey Johnson had many choices 
for Valentine’s Day themed sweatshirts, along with other mer-
chandise.

“I started off just being a little hobby baker at my 
house. I had people asking me to make stuff for them, 

so I decided to turn it into a storefront and funny 
enough, I have always wanted to have my own bakery.”

Hailey Johnson, who owns Simply Homemade Sweets and Treats


